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Pesticides Exempt from EPA Tolerance Levels
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Pesticides Allowed for Use on Cannabis –
Both Exempt from Tolerance and Broad Label Directions
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Pesticides Allowed for Use on Cannabis –
Both Exempt from Tolerance and Broad Label Directions
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Allowed Levels of 
Pesticide Residue in California
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Cannabis Discretionary Use Permit 
Referral Evaluation Process

➢ Department of Agriculture is referred all discretionary projects 
that may effect existing agriculture uses or long-term 
agricultural resources, including proposed cannabis projects

➢ Cannabis cultivation projects will be evaluated on a case by case 
basis for the potential need of a “Condition of Approval” waiver

➢ County Counsel has determined that these can only be applied 
on a case by case basis not universally to all cannabis cultivation 
projects (could that change during Phase 3 of the cannabis 
ordinance?)
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Cannabis Discretionary Use Permit 
Referral Evaluation Process

➢ Department of Agriculture has developed criteria for issuance 
of this “Condition of Approval” (COA) based on drift data and 
relative risk of cannabis contamination from off-site movement 
of neighboring crops. 

➢ Pesticide drift is never legal or allowable, but it’s recognized that 
it can occur and that certain products or application types are 
more prone to drift, off-site movement, or volatilization.  

➢ We can only recommend the inclusion of a COA. The COA could 
be removed during a separate step in the discretionary review 
process.
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Cannabis Discretionary Use Permit 
Referral Evaluation Process

Recommendation for Condition of Approval based on local 
conditions:

➢ Proximate to Williamson Act properties

➢ Recommend exclusion of any cannabis cultivation within 500 
feet from existing citrus and avocado orchards

➢ COA may be recommended for cannabis projects within 500 to 
1,250 feet of existing citrus and avocado orchards

➢ COA may be recommended for cannabis projects 300 to 600 
feet of row crops, vineyards, vegetables, berries, nurseries, etc. 
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California Food & Agriculture Code – Codes 
Related to Pesticide Drift
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Questions?


