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Basin Balance—Draft

A look at alternatives and their effect on water balance
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How the plan provides benefits to stakeholders and addresses
potential concerns

Public » One-on-one education during water auditor visits to
explain purpose and benefits of the plan

» Offers homeowners a menu of choices to meet
targets

» Provides amenities such as new appliances and
landscaping enhancements

» Generous rebates and/or no out-of-pocket costs

» Ensures an affordable water supply indefinitely, and
may provide a revenue source in the future

Water purveyors » Recommends cooperation/coordination with water
purveyors

» Offers opportunities for grant funding and other ways
the plan can be cost-effective to operate

» Offers opportunities for data collection, outreach, and
positive PR

» Ensures a sustainable basin and secure water source

» Enables capital investments to be used effectively and
profitably—e.g., denitrification to be used on ag
exchange water if pumping is reduced in upper
aquifer

County » Addresses reliability concerns with a tops down
management approach (plan administrator)

» Addresses reliability concerns by being self-
correcting—water auditors provide feedback from field
to administrator; strategies adjusted

» Addresses reliability concerns by the use of Water

Sense-recommended appliances/fixtures

Coordinates with water purveyors

Provides an opportunity to leverage additional grant

funding needed for the ISJ basin process and

influence the process toward a sustainable basin

Anticipates emerging laws and regulations, adopting a

proactive approach that reduces future costs

Offers opportunities for data collection, outreach, and

positive PR

Avoids water shortages in County

Avoids sunk costs, possible liability and other

expense for controversial components of the LOWWP

possibly abandoned later (Broderson, spray fields)

» Avoids duplicated costs and expensive infrastructure
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(Draft)

Achieving a Sustainable Los Osos Valley Water Basin

Phase | (Safely avoids impacts from the LOWWP, focuses on Prohibition Zone, assumes about 850 AFY
of wastewater flows with conservation, and assumes tertiary treatment)

Method/target Strategies Implementation Timeframe
Indoor conservation 25% Water auditors, leak BOS crafts ordinances and ASAP.
(250-350 AFY) detection/repair, retrofits, coordinates with purveyors

recirculators in ISJ to implement
ordinances, apply for
grants, hire water auditors,
contract with providers,
farmers, etc.
Outdoor conservation 50% Water auditors, leak (above) ASAP.
(250-300 AFY) detection/repair, xeriscape
LID recharge 100-200 AFY Onsite LID, graywater, and (above) Coordinate with ASAP.
integrated systems; LID Center for grant
Community infiltration assistance, leverage with
systems LOWWP
Ag Exchange 100-200 AFY (above) Contracts reward ASAP.

early participants

Ag In lieu/Urban Reuse
100-700 AFY

(above) Contracts have
sunset clauses/time when
ag exchange begins and
include on-site storage

A.S.AP. (Make contacts,
begin negotiations)

Storage 300-400 AFY (flow
far winter months)

Lease land/exchange water
for storage facility/pond,
use numerous ponds

A.S.AP. (Make contacts,
begin negotiations)

Community Crop

Lease/cooperative
arrangement with farmers
to grow crop

A.S.A.P. (Make contacts,
begin negotiations)

Phase Il (Stops seawater intrusion with some buildout, begins to build system capacity for sea level rises,
assumes about 900 AFY of wastewater flows with conservation—can be concurrent with Phase I)

Method/target Strategies Implementation Timeframe
| Ag Exchange 700-800 {same as above) Maximize Within 7 years
Ag In Lieu/Urban Reuse (same as above) Maximize urban reuse, Within 7 years
100-200 AFY reduce in lieu
Storage 300-400 AFY (same as above) Adjust/shift to farmers as Within 7 years
needed/possible

Community Crop

(same as above)

Adjust/phase out as needed

Within 7 years

Phase Il (Builds system capacity/resiliency with full buildout, prepares for uncertainties and sea level
rises, focuses outside Prohibition Zone, may produce surplus water—Conservation can be concurrent with

Phases | & II)
Method/target Strategies Implementation Timeframe
Conservation indoor & (same as above) (same as above) Within 7 years

outdoor (100-500 AFY)

Develop interbasin
agreements, if surplus
water

Under strict restrictions to
maintain a budget surplus
(reserve capacity) within the
basin

COSTS & FUNDING (Generalized estimates based on plan, assumes responsibility will be apportioned by water
use/SWI mitigation. See plan for further detail, e.g., p. 17)

Components Approximate Costs Funding Sources Who pays
Phase | $13-18 million Grants $5-10 m, rebates PZ residential $7-9 m, PZ
$1-2 m, Project $10-12m Class Il $2-5 m, outside PZ
(Adds a contingency of (in lieu of Project 2b costs— | $2-4 m
about $5 million to plan spray fields, added land
estimates) costs, Broderson leach
fields, etc.), 218 for
undeveloped
properties/impact fees,
rates and charges.
Phases Il & Il $4-5 million (same) Future development $4-5 m
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