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SLO COUNTY REPORT INDICATES DECLINE IN HOMELESSNESS
Report also shows decrease in homeless veterans, increase in length of time people are homeless

SAN LUIS OBISPO, Calif—Homelessness in San Luis Obispo County appears to have decreased in 2015
compared to 2013, according to the 2015 Homeless Point-in-Time (PIT) Census Report released today by the
Homeless Services Oversight Council of San Luis Obispo County.

The County conducts a census to count the number of homeless individuals in a single 24-hour period, followed by
a survey. The data from the census conducted on January 26, 2015 shows that the number of homeless individuals
counted in SLO County decreased by 31 percent compared to 2013 (from 2,186 persons in 2013 to 1,515 persons
in 2015), and the number of homeless veterans decreased by 45 percent (from 247 in 2013 down to 130 in 2015).
However, survey results indicate that the length of time people are homeless appears to be increasing.

“This type of census is the national standard for reporting homeless populations, and while it isn’t perfect, it is one
of the many tools we use to help us in our efforts to end homelessness in SLO County,” said County Homeless
Services Coordinator Laurel Weir.

As part of its 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness, the County conducts a census of its homeless population every
two years, which also ensures that the County continues receiving funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) for shelters, services, and permanent supportive housing. The County follows HUD’s
methodology for the count and survey, and worked with a nonprofit research firm to conduct the census and survey
earlier this year.

Many factors may have contributed to the changes observed this year, including the addition of an optional
transitional aged youth count; the exclusion of optional data from schools because it could not be de-duplicated;
the expansion of a federal housing program for local homeless veterans; changing law enforcement practices; and a
better economy.

“Our goal is to end homelessness in SLO County and we have several ways to measure the successes of the many
programs we provide and those we support through funding,” said Tracy Schiro, Assistant Director of the
Department of Social Services and the chair of the Finance and Data Committee for the San Luis Obispo County
Homeless Services Oversight Council. “The data from this report gives us a snapshot in time of homelessness in
our area and provides valuable information that can hopefully help us plan for needed housing and services.”

In the weeks following the census, a survey was conducted to profile the experiences and characteristics of 399
unsheltered and sheltered homeless individuals. The results were compiled and analyzed to create the 2015 San
Luis Obispo County PIT Census Report.

The County began several new homeless assistance programs this past year, such as the 50 Now program for the
most vulnerable chronically homeless persons and the California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids
(CalWORKS) Housing Support Program, which provides rapid rehousing assistance to homeless families who are
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participating in the CalWORKSs program. Other community programs such as the Supportive Services for Veteran
Families program and the Klaproad Rapid Rehousing program for individuals and families who recently became
homeless while living in South County also started in the last year. However, because most of these programs
began shortly before or at the time of the January 2015 Point in Time Count, any impact they may have made on
the numbers was likely to have been small.

Key Findings

The housing resources for homeless veterans through the HUD — U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Supportive
Housing (HUD-VASH) program likely contributed to the 45 percent reduction in veteran homelessness. This
program, which provides housing vouchers to eligible homeless veterans to subsidize the cost of housing, placed
70 homeless veterans into housing in San Luis Obispo County between January 2013 and January 2015.

“While it’s difficult to pinpoint the exact reason why the overall point in time numbers have so sharply declined,
the decrease in homeless veterans occurred over the same time period that we were able to house a large number of
homeless veterans through the federal Veteran Affairs’ Supportive Housing Program,” Weir said. “It suggests that
supportive housing is making a difference. With regard to the overall number, most other counties in the region
also reported reductions over the same time period.”

Other key findings from this year’s report include:
o 39 percent of all homeless adults surveyed reported they were experiencing a psychiatric or emotional
condition
e 41 percent of all homeless adults surveyed reported using alcohol or drugs
e 70 percent of homeless veterans surveyed reported one or more disabling conditions compared to 45
percent of non-veterans
0 63 percent of veterans surveyed reported experiencing a psychiatric or emotional condition
0 26 percent of veterans reported experiencing a Traumatic Brain Injury versus 7 percent of non-
veterans
0 59 percent of veterans reported using alcohol or drugs
e The length of time people were homeless appears to be getting longer and fewer persons are homeless for
the first time
0 In 2015, 66 percent reported having been homeless for a year or more, compared to 47 percent in
2013
o Approximately 33 percent of respondents reported this was the first time homeless, compared to
50 percent in 2013
e For the first time, the census included a special count of transitional-aged youth, ages 18 to 24. There were
an estimated 381 of these youths.

“South County showed the largest drop in the number of homeless persons, followed by San Luis Obispo,” Weir
said. “However, several large homeless encampments in South County appeared to have been cleared out just
before the census took place, which may have resulted in an undercount in that region.”

Homelessness along the coast generally remained the same and the number of homeless persons reported in North
County increased from 2013. To view the 2015 Homeless Point-in-Time (PIT) Census Report, visit
www.slohomeless.com.
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ABOUT THE COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO

Established in 1850 as one of the original counties of California, the County of San Luis Obispo is one of the
largest employers in the area and provides essential services to SLO County citizens. Its more than 2,800
employees provide municipal services, and administer state and federal programs and services, that benefit local
citizens. Elected representatives, including a five-member Board of Supervisors, work with employees to serve the
community to enhance the economic, environmental and social quality of life of SLO County citizens. For more
information, visit www.slocounty.ca.gov.
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