AG LIAISON ADVISORY BOARD MEETING AGENDA SUPPLEMENT

MAY 2, 2011

AGENDA ITEM#5  Information about the Climate Action Plan can be found at the Department of
Planning and Building website:
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/CAP.htm

AGENDA ITEM #6 Williamson Act Update:
Below | have included my April 7 e-mail to ALAB Members as a reminder of the issues Warren Hoag will
be presenting. This will be a very important discussion.

Brenda W. Ouwerkerk

Chief Deputy Agricultural Commissioner

San Luis Obispo County Dept. of Agriculture/Weights & Measures
2156 Sierra Way, Suite A

San Luis Obispo, CA 94301

ph:  805.781.1556

FAX: 805.781.1035

www.slocounty.ca.gov/agcomm

Cc: Warren Hoag/Planning/COSLO@Wings
Date: 04/07/2011 05:04 PM
Subject: ALAB May 2 meeting "homework" - ACTION ITEM

Greetings, ALAB Members:

| wanted to provide you an early heads-up and request that you discuss the Ag Preserve Program (Wm.
Act contracted land) issues with your constituents over the month of April in preparation for the May 2
ALAB meeting:

Several things have changed since Warren Hoag from the Dept of Planning and Building gave his
presentation at the March 7 ALAB meeting regarding the Ag Preserve Program:
e SB 863, which would have given counties an option to more quickly recoup some of the lost
property taxes by changing the duration of contracts from 10 years to 9 years and 20 years to 18
years, was repealed through the approval and signing of SB 80 on March 24, 2011.
e SB 80 also eliminated the anticipated $10 million subvention funding in the Gov. budget for
statewide distribution to the counties during fiscal year 10/11
e On April 5, the Co. Board of Supervisors (BOS) briefly discussed the loss of subvention funding
and requested staff come before them in late May or early June (date yet to be determined, this is
sooner than we had anticipated) with options on how to manage the ongoing loss of the
subvention funding. Specifically, they asked staff to evaluate the creation of tighter property
eligibility criteria for the acceptance of new contract requests.


http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/CAP.htm�

To date, nothing has changed in how existing contracts are administered. The county's FY 10/11
budget absorbs the lost subvention revenue (roughly $1 million). The proposed FY 11/12 budget
recommends the same, pending BOS approval during budget hearings which begin June 13.

Warren will be at the May 2 ALAB meeting in preparation for the BOS presentation in late May/early
June. Warren and | would like to ask you to come to the May 2 ALAB meeting prepared to discuss what
is important to you and the constituents that you represent in regards to crafting options for the BOS to
consider to deal with the continued loss of subvention funding. ALAB may want to take a position on this
issue and send a letter to the BOS to provide feedback. At their next meeting on May 23, Warren will be
asking the Ag Preserve Rules Committee to do the same. (Any amendments to the county's Rules of
Procedure for Implementation of the Williamson Act will require much work, time and formal authorization
to do so from the BOS).

Some options that have been mentioned at the BOS hearing, the March ALAB meeting and elsewhere:

e husiness as usual, no changes, continue to find the funding from other sources?

e begin county-initiated non-renewals on: all existing contracts? Or, limit to certain areas of the
county, certain types of soil, exempt sites contiguous to existing contracted land?

e stop accepting new contract requests for processing?

e change the property eligibility criteria for accepting new contract requests to make the criteria
more restrictive? Please make suggested changes.

e otherideas, please!

Again, to date, nothing has changed in how existing contracts are administered. If you have
contract questions please contact Warren at 781-5982.
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To date, nothing has changed in how existing contracts are administered.  The county's FY 10/11 budget absorbs the lost subvention revenue (roughly $1 million).  The proposed FY 11/12 budget recommends the same, pending BOS approval during budget hearings which begin June 13.
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Again, to date, nothing has changed in how existing contracts are administered.   If you have contract questions please contact Warren at 781-5982. 


