
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 29, 2010 

To all San Luis Obispo County Wineries, 

In September of 2010, the European Grapevine Moth (EGVM) was detected in Napa County. Since the 
original detection, the pest was also found in Sonoma and Solano Counties. The EGVM poses a serious 
risk to all grape production within California due to its direct damage to the flowers and fruit. It has the 
potential to wipe out entire crops. Locally, traps have been deployed to determine if EGVM is present in 
San Luis Obispo County. Trapping for this pest will continue in all commercial vineyards throughout the 
county until June. 

Government authorized quarantine restrictions have been implemented in each area infested with 
EGVM. The quarantine regulations place restrictions on the movement of bulk grapes produced within a 
quarantined area, both at origin and destination. Therefore, in order to legally and safely receive bulk 
grape shipments grown within a quarantine area of Napa, Sonoma or Solano Counties, any receiving 
winery within San Luis Obispo County must be in compliance with the quarantine regulations and sign a 
compliance agreement with the San Luis Obispo County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office. 

If your establishment anticipates receiving bulk grapes from Napa, Sonoma or Solano Counties, you 
must contact our department as soon as possible to initiate the process, gain compliance with shipping 
regulations, and help protect our viable local wine grape industry. Your attention to this matter in 
advance of the shipping season will greatly enhance your ability to receive grapes from EGVM infested 
areas. 

In addition to EGVM restrictions, there are also similar restrictions related to the movement of bulk 
grapes from Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM) infested areas of California. The counties impacted by 
LBAM quarantines include Alameda, Contra Costa, Los Angeles, Marin, Monterey, Napa, San Benito, 
San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Solano, Sonoma, and Yolo. If 
you anticipate bulk grape shipments from an infested portion of the above mentioned counties, you must 
contact our department in order to gain compliance with shipping regulations. 

Please contact Jennifer Welch, Agricultural Inspector/Biologist III at (805) 434-4891 for questions 
related to bulk grape shipment compliance. 
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