
ALL TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE  
 

MEMBERS:  Please contact Lynda Auchinachie in the County Department of Agriculture at 805-781-5914 if you can NOT attend. 
 

Scope of the Agricultural Liaison Advisory Board (ALAB): 
The ALAB is advisory in nature and is recognized as a forum for discussion of matters that relate to local agriculture and land use or as directed by 
the County Board of Supervisors.  ALAB members serve at the pleasure of the Board of Supervisors. Meetings are open to the public. Monthly 
agendas, minutes and supplemental handouts for agenda items can be accessed at www.slocounty.ca.gov/agcomm or at the County Department 
of Agriculture – 2156 Sierra Way, Suite A, San Luis Obispo. 
 
 

County of San Luis Obispo 
Agricultural Liaison Advisory Board 

 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
Monday, February 1, 2010                                                                           
##  4:00pm  ##             Farm Bureau Office  
                                                   651 Tank Farm Road, SLO        
        
1. 4:00pm  Call to order, introductions, quorum determination: 
      Chair Warden 
 

2.  4:05pm  Open comment: (for items not on the agenda) 
      Chair Warden 
 

3.  4:15pm  Reports from members/agencies: 
      Chair Warden 
 

4.  4:25pm  Review/approval of previous meeting minutes: 
      Chair Warden 
 

5.  4:30 pm  Review/possible action:  Amendments to the Temporary Events 
 section of the Land Use Ordinance and Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance 
 – Michael Isensee, County Ag Department 
 

6.   5:00 pm  Review/possible action: Conservation and Open Space Element           
 (COSE) Revisions: 
             ALAB Member Sub-Committee presentations and discussions as needed: 

• Introduction Chapter 
• Biological Resources Chapter 
• Soils Resources Chapter 
• Visual Resources Chapter 
• Water Resources Chapter 

 

7.   5:45 pm  Review/possible action:  election of ALAB Chair and Vice Chair       
 for 2010 thru 2012 terms – ad hoc Nominating Committee. 
 Election of ALAB Representative and Alternate to Ag Preserve Rules 
 Committee for 2010 thru 2012 terms - Chair 
 

8.   6:00 pm  Review/possible action:  procedure for developing meeting minutes: 
 use of tape recordings – Brenda Ouwerkerk, County Ag Department 
 

9.    6:15 pm  Review/possible action: time change of future meetings, agenda  
  items/meeting dates, adjournment – Chair 

    Positions/Members/Terms 
 
CHAIR: R. Don Warden 
 
District One: Mecham Appt. 
 Dee Lacey (1/13) 
District Two: Gibson Appt. 
 Lisen Bonnier (1/11) 
District Three: Hill Appt. 
 Tom Ikeda (1/13) 
District Four: Achadjian Appt. 
 Bill Struble (1/11)  
District Five: Patterson Appt. 
 Noah Small (1/13) 
Ag. Finance Rep. 
 Mark Pearce (8/10) 
Cattlemen Rep. 
 Dick Nock 
Coastal San Luis RCD Rep. 
 Jean-Pierre Wolff (8/11)  
Direct Marketing/Organic Rep.
 Eric Michielssen (4/12) 
Environmental Rep. 
 Debra Garrison (1/11) 
Farm Bureau Rep. 
 R. Don Warden 
Nursery Rep. 
 David Pruitt (4/12) 
Upper Salinas-Las Tablas RCD Rep. 
 Charles Pritchard (1/14) 
Vegetable Rep. 
 Richard Quandt (4/12) 
Wine Grape Rep. 
 Neil Roberts (4/12) 
 

County Agricultural Commissioner 
 Bob Lilley 
  Ex-Officio 
U.C. Coop. Extension Farm Advisor 
 Mary Bianchi 
  Ex-Officio 
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2156 SIERRA WAY, SUITE A • SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA  93401 - 4556 
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AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER/SEALER      FAX: (805) 781-1035 
www.slocounty.ca.gov/agcomm      AgCommSLO@co.slo.ca.us 

 
  
 
 

DATE:    February 1, 2010 

TO:     ALAB 

CC:    Kami Griffin and Karen Nall, County Planning and Building Department 

FROM:   Michael Isensee, County Agriculture Department 

RE:     ITEM 5: Events Ordinance update 

This item is to provide ALAB with an opportunity to provide input regarding proposed changes 
to the County Temporary Events ordinance. At the January 12, 2010 Board of Supervisors 
hearing, Board members directed Planning and Building Department staff to return to the 
Board with a new authorization to amend the County’s Land Use Ordinance regarding 
Temporary Events and the Temporary Commercial Outdoor Entertainment license procedures  

EVENT ORDINANCE PROCESS 

At numerous meetings in 2007 and early 2008, ALAB provided staff direction regarding 
preferred implementation of a revised ordinance which would create a ministerial permit 
process for a limited number of agriculture‐related events as well as a process to ensure that 
County Agriculture Policy 6: Visitor Serving and Retail Commercial Use and Facilities (AGP6), 
was implemented. ALAB recommended that the county Agriculture Department review visitor 
use proposals including proposed event site in the Agriculture land use category in order to 
verify the site had an adequate primary agricultural use and that the visitor use(s) would be 
incidental in area to the area devoted to agricultural production.  

Since that time the Planning Commission (PC) discussed the resulting proposed ordinance. 
Ultimately, numerous issues, including implementation of AGP6, were left unresolved and the 
PC requested that the Board provide input and guidance prior to further PC discussion.  

MINISTERIAL EVENT PERMIT 

On January 12, 2010, the Board also directed that a ministerial permit process be evaluated for 
a range of events which: 

• are scaled appropriately in terms of frequency, number of attendees and location 
• meet standards to ensure public health and safety, protection of natural resources, that 

avoid neighborhood conflicts, and avoid any impacts to agricultural resources (including 
agricultural conflicts) 

• not include any new construction or site grading 
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PRIMARY AG USE and INCIDENTAL VISITOR USE 

The Board did not determine if a primary agricultural use should be necessary in order to obtain 
a permit for events in agricultural areas. The Board also did not decide if or how to determine 
an event use was incidental to a site’s agricultural use.  

For discretionary projects (requests requiring either a Minor Use Permit or Conditional Use 
Permit), the decision‐making body would be able to consider the existing and potential 
agricultural use of the site, the scope and scale of the proposed event use, and potential site‐
specific factors which could impact agricultural resources or operations.  

For ministerial projects (over the counter event permit), staff is now recommending that the 
process not require a primary agricultural use as long as the site meets all standards.  

MINISTERIAL EVENT STANDARDS 

The specific standards to apply to ministerial event permits need to be determined. Standards 
are needed in order to ensure that event sites approved with a ministerial permit do not 
adversely impact agriculture and to ensure the County’s agricultural operations are not 
adversely impacted by adjoining event uses. Specific standards are necessary because events 
approved with a ministerial permit receive no staff review or public/neighbor input. Such 
projects are only required to meet existing written ordinance standards (and other legal 
requirements such as health code and CalFire).  

Agriculture Department staff is seeking input from ALAB regarding the types of standards 
necessary to ensure that events adjoining a farm or ranch operation and approved with a 
ministerial permit would have no potential of causing adverse impacts to the neighboring 
agricultural operation.  

As an example, a standard could require that event sites including all parking be located a 
minimum of ___ feet from a neighboring property. Such a setback would prevent a neighbor 
from setting up and hosting weddings too close to an agricultural operation where the potential 
conflict could include pesticide application/application restrictions, noise from pumps, tractor 
or harvest operations; odors; apiaries; or dust from farm roads or field work.  

Staff is seeking input on any other standards that ALAB believes would help to ensure the 
compatibility between an event operation and adjoining agricultural operations. These 
standards could range from the number of attendees and the frequency of events to addressing 
issues such as food safety, spread of animal/crop pests/disease, increased fire risk, or the use of 
limited groundwater resources for landscaping rather than production agriculture.    

FURTHER EVENTS BACKGROUND 

For further information and background regarding events, visit the Agriculture Department 
website: 

 http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/agcomm/Agricultural_Tourism___Direct_Marketing/Events.htm 


