
MINUTES 
 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY AGRICULTURAL LIAISON 
ADVISORY BOARD (ALAB) 

 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2008 

7:00pm 
 
Farm Bureau Office 
651 Tank Farm Road 
San Luis Obispo 
 
Members/Alternates Present:  Mary Bianchi, Lisen Bonnier, Joy Fitzhugh, Tom Ikeda, 
Bob Lilley,  Christine Maguire, Anne McMahon, Eric Michielssen, Dick Nock, Mark 
Pearce, Chuck Pritchard, Richard Quandt, Neil Roberts,  Bill Struble, Don Warden, Dan 
Westigard, Jean-Pierre Wolff 
 
County Staff Present: Brenda Ouwerkerk, Co. Ag. Dept., Dana Lilley, Ted Bench, Chuck 
Stevenson, Mike Wulkins – all from Co. Planning and Building Dept. 
 
Also Present: Supervisor Jim Patterson 
 
1.  Call to Order, Self Introductions: 7:00, by Chair Warden.  Quorum was present.   
    
2.  Open Comment:  Fitzhugh reported:  Draft of revisions to the Events Ordinance under 
review by Planning Commission (PC) sub committee includes recommendation that all 
events end within hour and a half after sunset.  Fitzhugh felt this was too early in the 
evening, given seasonal nature of sunset times.  Encouraged ALAB members to speak to 
PC members. 
 
3. Reports From Members/Agencies: 

• Ouwerkerk reported - November 5: “Land Use Planning 101” training w/ ATF  – 
sign up sheet was circulated 
October 14:   Board of Supervisor’s (BOS) meeting – discussion on Planning and 
Building Depts future priorities  
October 23:  PC meeting: Events Draft  presentation 
October 28:  BOS meeting - Vector Control District ballot proposal presentation 
November 17:  Co. Health Commission mtg  - discussion of Ag Dept’s pesticide 
program and Regional Water Quality Board presentation of water quality issues 

• Bianchi – interviews complete for new Strawberry/Vegetable Farm Advisor.  
Person chosen should be in place beginning of 2009.  Newsletter has been mailed  
to Water Quality Short Course participants.  Future newsletters will only be sent 
on line to save costs.  Newsletter will be a quarterly publication featuring 
regulatory updates, technical tips, research updates to support best management 
practices.   



 
4.  Review/Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Ouwerkerk reported September 8, 
2008 ALAB meeting minutes will be presented for approval at the next ALAB meeting 
 
5. Review and Possible Action:  AGP 16: Agricultural Land Conservation Programs: Bob 
Lilley, Co Ag Dept, (Brian Rianda could not attend meeting). Lilley reminded members 
the purpose of review is to undertake a complete review of the conservation programs 
that currently exist, including programs that protect intensive crops such a vegetable 
production, which will be addressed by Rianda at a future meeting. Members requested 
presentations by the RCD, Nature Conservancy, Sonoma Co. Ag and Open Space District 
concepts.  Patterson reported funding conservation easements is a huge obstacle, and ag 
preservation districts are a way to generate funding through taxes.  Warden stated 
presentations from other organizations will be scheduled as time allows on future 
agendas.   
 
6.  Review and Possible Action: Inclusionary Housing Ordinance and Guidelines:  Dana 
Lilley, Ted Bench, Co Planning and Building Dept.: Co. Planning and Building Dept. is 
updating the current Housing Element of the Co. General Plan.  A proposed Ordinance 
would create linkage housing impact fees to non-residential development, to be phased-in 
over 4 years, to apply to commercial development.  A presentation has been made to PC, 
the EIR and financial feasibility studies have been completed and a presentation to the 
BOS is scheduled for November 4.  Fees will create a broader fee structure for an 
affordable housing fund with specification on how the fund will be spent.  Fees will be 
collected as part of permit process and will apply to new construction to link new 
employee housing needs with affordable housing.  
 
Questions, comments and concerns from ALAB members are summarized as follows: 

• how impact fees will be applied to ag operations, especially wineries and 
commercial greenhouses, as listed in the Agriculture, Resources and Open Space 
Uses of the Housing Impact Fee Matrix.  

• inconsistencies with definitions of ag processing: wineries and breweries are 
defined as ag processing in Co. Land Use Ordinance 

• veterinary facilities and kennels often support agricultural practices, including the 
care of livestock and other farm animals and yet have low number of employees 

• foot print area that would be included in calculation of fees: wineries often have 
huge crush pads and shade areas 

• where funds will be spent and funds generated in unincorporated areas of county 
spent for housing within incorporated areas 

• ag industry should not be disproportionately burdened with creating workforce 
housing, farm worker quarters already addressed within current planning  
regulations 

 
Motion by Quandt: send letter to BOS to recommend exemption of specific agricultural 
uses on the Draft Housing Impact Fee Matrix. Specifically, exempt the following uses:  

• Animal hospitals, veterinary facilities 
• Kennels 



• Nursery Specialities (including commercial greenhouses) 
• Winery- offices, production, including bottling, tank area, crush pads, tasting 

room, visitors center, conference or dining rooms 
Seconded by Westigard . 
 
Motion carried, (14-0).  Letter to be written to BOS with copy provided to Dana Lilley. 
 
7.  Review and Possible Action:  Strategic Growth Principles: 
Chuck Stevenson, Mike Wulkan, Co Planning and Building Dept. 
Stevenson invited members to the October 10 listening session at SLO City/County 
Library.  Also, BOS will meet with representatives from public, cities and CSD on 
October 14 at Grace Church.  Overview of the Principles was provided: purpose of the 
Principles is to plan and manage how future growth in the county will occur.  BOS 
adopted Principles in 2005, for amendments to the Co. General Plan. 
 
Questions, comments and concerns from ALAB members are summarized as follows: 

• loss of development potential on ag/rural lands if all growth is directed to urban 
areas 

• where jobs and water will come from to support future growth in county; steps to 
develop new sources of water; current overdraft situations county 

• how  Principles link/relate to existing land use ordinances, policies and 
requirements 

• cities’ acceptance of higher density requirements 
• how  Principles will promote ag and balance the need to meet Ag and Open Space 

policies such as ag tourism 
• how Principles will help sustain ag in SLO as we know it today, including large-

scale ag production and small farms 
• need to get more ag/stakeholders involved in discussion, perhaps additional 

special presentations for ag industry 
 
8.  Future Agenda Items/Meeting Dates:  Next meeting: November 3, 2008. 
Agenda suggestions:  Brian Rianda and other presentations for further discussion of AGP 
16, as agenda time allows; Biosolids Ordinance draft; Ag Dept. Pesticide Use 
Enforcement Program presentation in preparation for November 17 Health Commission 
meeting;  presentation of the Co. Economic Strategic Plan – part of the  Economic 
Element of Co General Plan. 
 
Meeting Adjourned:  9:20pm. 
 
 


