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SUBJECT: CONSERVATION and OPEN SPACE ELEMENT (COSE) 
 
 
The Planning Commission adopted a Planning Commission Recommended Draft COSE 
on December 17, 2009.  The PC draft is available on the Department website 
www.sloplanning.org under “News”.  The Planning Commission held 12 hearings on the 
COSE and made numerous changes based on Commission discussion, public 
testimony and letters of comment.  At these hearings, the Commission made revisions 
to every COSE chapter.  The Soils Chapter that revised primarily by an ALAB sub-
committee was discussed and adopted by the Commission. 
 
The PC Recommended COSE will next be considered by the Board of Supervisors.  
Hearings will start on February 9, 2010 and be continued to February 23rd if additional 
time is needed.  A study session is tentatively planned for January 19, 2010.  ALAB can 
take this opportunity to comment on this PC draft. 
 
ALAB offered comments on four chapters of the Public Review Draft:  Biological 
Resources, Visual Resources, Soil Resources and Water Resources.  The Department 
has made several revisions to these chapters and to the overall document based on 
ALAB comments.  These broad issues were addressed: 
 

 Conserve vs. Preserve:  The document was revised to clarify these terms. 
 

 Cite Ag Element:  Ag Element policies were cited through out the document 
where agricultural resources are discussed to direct the reader to the proper 
policy statement. 

 
 Define terms:  A complete glossary of terms was added to the document. 

 
Other ALAB comments were considered and not adopted.  These generally were 
comments that recommended that the ag industry not be subject to such policy matters 
as greenhouse gas reductions and water efficiency, conservation and monitoring.  
 


