
 
 

CSN Minutes 
August 5, 2009 

 
 
Present: Richard Benitez, Latino Outreach Council, Patrick Hedges, Sheriff’s Office 

Jill Bolster-White, TMHA Kayla Plourde, JJDP 
Lee W. Collins, DSS Jim Roberts, Family Care Network, Inc. 
Julian Crocker, Office of Education Jim Salio, Probation 
Don Dennison, First 4 Commission Gerald Shea, District Attorney’s Office 
Lisa Fraser, SLOCAP Sue Warren, No. County Connection 

 
Absent:  Jeff Hamm, Biz Steinberg 
 
Staff:     Reva Gonzales, CSN Manager 
 
Guests:  Phyllis Braiotta (for Biz Steinberg), Jan Campbell, John Elfers, Kyle Nancolas, Rick 

London, Dawn Williams, Janice Fong Wolf, Carol Capito, Susan Hughes 
 

1. Introductions, announcements, critical issues and additions to the agenda 
• Richard Benitez, CSN Co-Chair, hosted the meeting in Jeff Hamm’s absence. 

 
2. Public Comment 

• Sue Warren announced that September is National Recovery Month and passed out 
a flyer announcing an Open House at North County Connection on September 27, 
2009 from noon to 4:00 p.m. 

 
3. Approval of May 6, 2009 minutes 

• Motion to approve minutes, MSP Roberts/Plourde 
 
Truancy Workgroup Presentation 

• John Elfers provided an update on the Truancy and Dropout Task Force.  He 
reported that they first met in February 2009 with good representation in the group.  
They spent the first couple of meetings gathering data—SLO tends to be slightly 
below State averages.  The group looked at available resources as well as gaps in 
resources.  Kyle reported on the draft Strategic Plan and at the August 10 Truancy 
and Dropout Task Force meeting will focus exclusively on going through the report.  
They have looked at State as well as local statistics and trends—looking at what 
kinds of programs can be implemented in the various school districts.  County 
Counsel has noted that we can implement the daytime curfew ordinance.  Kyle noted 
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that they are planning to have the Strategic Plan in a final draft by October.  The idea 
is to present the final Strategic Plan to a larger audience.  Pat Hedges would like to 
see all school districts operating from similar programs and equal access to 
resources.  Jim Salio noted that the County will want to adopt/support the Plan to 
hopefully provide momentum for the school districts.  John reported that the Strategic 
Plan includes both a preventative piece and an intervention piece.   

 
Kidsdata Presentation 

• Andy Krackov, Assistant Vice President of Programs and Partnerships with the Lucile 
Packard Foundation, presented their website.  The site is offered as a public service 
and at no cost.  The data currently covers the six bay area counties and Santa 
Barbara County.  It provides local data on children’s health issues such as foster 
care, teen pregnancies, homelessness, etc.  Kidsdata.org will soon launch statewide.  
The site has about 300 indicators measuring the health and well being of children.  It 
offers the convenience of a “one-stop” website for data on how children are faring in 
California, as opposed to visiting several individual sites for information.   

 
CSN funds administration 

• Julian Crocker recommended that DSS assume fiscal agenda responsibilities for 
CSN funds since the CSN Manager is a DSS employee.  Reva reported that there 
was a misunderstanding regarding the amount of funds available and that the final 
amount is still to be determined after the County Office of Education reconciles all 
charges.  It is between $8,600 and $7,500.  There was some discussion about who 
should be the fiscal agent of those funds.  Lee Collins offered DSS to oversee the 
money but members agreed that the county fiscal system gets too bogged down in 
processes and procedures to make it effective for CSN.  Jill Bolster-White suggested 
that Family Care Network, Inc hold the money for easier access.  Members agreed 
FCN, Inc. was a good choice.  The item will be added to the September 2, 2009 
agenda as an action item. 

 
Future Agenda Items 

• Budget cut impacts on local agencies/placement options 
Jim Roberts motioned to schedule time on the September agenda to discuss the 
budget cut impacts on high risk kids and kids’ placements and services.  Members 
agreed the September meeting should notice the CSN Affiliates as well as the 
Executive Committee.  Roberts/Bolster-White MSP 

 
Announcements 

• Reva announced the next CSN-SLOCAP Quarterly Network Forum is August 13.  
Jeff Hamm and Sue Warren will attend as representatives from CSN. 

 
Next Meeting:   September 2, 2009   (This will be a single issue meeting) 

Department of Social Services 
3433 S. Higuera, Room 356 
1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
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