
 
 

CSN Minutes 
November 18, 2009 

Present: Jeff Hamm, Health Agency Richard Benitez, Latino Outreach Council 
 Sheriff Patrick Hedges, Sheriff’s Office Kayla Plourde, JJDP 
 Jim Roberts Gerald Shea, DA’s Office 
 Chief Jim Salio, Probation Lisa Fraser, SLOCAP 
 Don Dennison, First 5 Commission  
Absent: Sue Warren, North County Connection Biz Steinberg 
 Jill Bolster-White, TMHA Lee Collins, Director of DSS 
 Julian Crocker, Office of Education  
   
Staff: Reva Gonzales, CSN Manager Julie Stevens, DSS Administrative Assistant
   
Guests: Phyllis Braiotta (for Biz Steinberg) Michael Teixeira 
 Mike Miller (LMUSD) Paul Piette (SLOCOE) 
 David Bender (SLOCOE) Kathy Hannemann (AUSD) 
 Susan Hughes Kyle Nancolas, Probation 
 John Elfers, Office of Education  

 
 
1. Introductions, announcements, critical issues and additions to the agenda 

Jeff Hamm called the meeting to order at 1:10 PM.  Introductions were made 
around the room.   

Jim Roberts.  Update on rate cuts on group homes.  On Friday, Nov. 13, the 9th 
Federal Court issued a restraining order against the State for implementing a 
10% rate cut on group homes; this will be in effect until a full hearing is held, 
estimated to be 12 – 16 months; so for now this Fiscal Year the rate cut is 
blocked. 

2. Public Comment 
None 

3. Approval September 2, 2009 minutes 
• Motion to approve minutes, MSP Benitez/Salio 

4. Action for Healthy Communities Request 
Reva provided a copy of a request for sponsorship from Action for Healthy 
Communities for $1,000; they request this sponsorship every three (3) years.  
She also provided a handout of the CSN Budget & Expenditures to date; 
currently are at $7,100; originally money was from “an unnamed agency” to 
provide seed money, thereafter we raised money through our conferences; the 
lack of conferences are the reasons for the drop in funds in the account.  The 
Conference for the 06/07 cost us more than what it brought in; the 07/08 - 08/09 
Reva has written in what the expenses are for; names are reimbursements for 
what people paid out of pocket.  Jeff Hamm asked if CSN technically had a 
budget; per Reva, the CSN has a small pool of unrestricted funds.  MSP 
Benitez/Roberts 
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5. Request for CSN Sponsorship for Jan. 28, 2010 Asset Development 
Conference of $500. 
Lisa Fraser was asked to present this request of sponsorship from the committee 
of this event; historically has sponsored this in the past years; motion to approve 
the request was made and subsequently withdrawn by Richard Benitez, due to 
the fact that it was too late to add our logo name to the brochure of sponsorship 
as it already went to print.  Susan Hughes indicated that First 5 may have co-
sponsor as well had they known in advance. 

6. Information/Discussion Items: 
• Truancy & Dropout Task Force Strategic Plan Presentation by John Elfers 

and Kyle Nancolas.  The Task Force members; who consisted of 12 people, 
had been working since February to develop this plan.  The plan also 
consists of objectives and goals to assist in increasing overall school 
attendance and high school graduation rates in San Luis Obispo County.  
The first 4 – 4.5 months were just of collecting information alone, a big thank 
you to Dr. Crocker who was very instrumental in assisting them get the 
information they needed; it was determined that there was no one causal 
factor for truancy but multiple ones.  The group discovered big indicator of a 
habitual truant student starts early, in elementary school; this is where they 
found the financial resources spent (fewest dollars) will benefit most students 
during the prevention stage; most expensive is the Intervention stage with the 
smallest number of students served.  Truancy is defined by three (3) or more 
unexcused absences or tardies, although in this report they did not include 
tardies.  A goal is to measure each school district attendance data yearly to 
see if the recommendations they placed are successful by seeing some sort 
of decline in the numbers.  Per Kathy Hannemann, there is a new state 
system called Cal Pads which assigns unique identifiers which then notifies 
school districts to where students are now located.  The system is helpful 
when students’ transfer to places that do not ask for a request for records.  
Cal Pads is getting better every year and this system should go national 
which will help us locate students who transfer out-of-state.  The report 
addressed other causes such as homeless students; teen pregnancy; 
students who’s parents are abusing drugs and alcohol; and the 
recommendation of having a county daytime curfew which included 
examples. 

 
• Meeting Frequency & 2010 Schedule:  Meet Jan. 6, 2010 and every other 

month thereafter. 

7. Future Agenda Items: 
• 2010 New Chairmanship Nominations/Appointments are scheduled to take 

place. 

8. Next Meeting: January 6, 2010 
Department of Social Services 
3433 S. Higuera, Room 356 
1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

Adjournment: 2:56 p.m. 


