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SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA — An Atascadero teenager entered a no-contest plea in court today to
two felony charges stemming from crimes he committed last September at an Atascadero elementary
school. Bret Stephen Landen, (dob 11/7/1997), pled no contest to Threatening to Use a Weapon of
Mass Destruction (Penal Code section 11418.5(a)), and Criminal Threats (Penal Code section 422).
Both crimes were committed at San Gabriel Elementary School in Atascadero on September 11th of
last year and were part of an elaborate preplanned incident committed by Mr. Landen.

As a consequence of his plea, Mr. Landen will be sentenced to 1 year custody in the San Luis
Obispo County jail. Thereafter, he will be on felony probation under the supervision of the San Luis
Obispo County Probation Department and will be obligated to undergo counseling to address the
causes of the conduct underlying these crimes. He will also be required to make financial restitution
to the Atascadero Unified School District and the victims of his crimes.

Mr. Landen’s plea subjects him to a maximum of 6 years and 8 months in state prison, which
could be imposed if he violates the terms of his probation or any other order of the court.

During the prosecution of this case, the District Attorney’s Office was mindful of the level of
sophistication demonstrated by Mr. Landen in the commission of these crimes. His actions were
premeditated, well-organized, and precisely executed. In addition, the level of anxiety his crimes
instilled in the community, the loss of emotional security and feelings of vulnerability experienced by
those associated with San Gabriel Elementary School, and the profound financial losses suffered by
the Atascadero School District warrant a stiff penalty, which will be accomplished with this sentence.

County Courthouse Annex « 1035 Palm Street « 4" Floor « San Luis Obispo, California 93408 « Telephone (805) 781-5800



“The District Attorney’s Office would like to express its appreciation for the
excellent work by all of the law enforcement agencies involved in this case, particularly
the Atascadero Police Department, and would like to publicly recognize the heroism of
the faculty and staff at San Gabriel Elementary School, who maintained calm and order
in the face of the sudden need to evacuate the young students from their campus on the
day Mr. Landen committed these crimes”, said District Attorney Dan Dow following the
plea. “Our community should find comfort in the fact that our children’s physical and
emotional safety is ensured by such fine teachers and staff members.”

Mr. Landen’s sentencing hearing is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. on June 1, 2016 in

Department 1 of the San Luis Obispo County Superior Court, Hon. Judge Jacqueline Duffy
Presiding. This case was prosecuted by Deputy District Attorney Matthew P. Kraut.
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