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SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA, June 1, 2016 – Eighteen year old Bret Stephen Landen, (dob 
11/7/1997), was sentenced today by Hon. Judge John Trice to serve one year in the 
San Luis Obispo County Jail and was placed on felony probation for a period of five 
years.  This sentence is for Landen’s conviction on April 20th, 2016, of felony 
Threatening to Use a Weapon of Mass Destruction (Penal Code section 11418.5(a)), 
and Criminal Threats (Penal Code section 422(a)).  Mr. Landen had placed a home-
made device, attempting to use it as a chemical weapon, on the grounds of San Gabriel 
School in Atascadero and issued hand-written threats to teachers and staff at the school 
on September 11th, 2015.   
 
During supervised probation, Landen will be obligated to undergo counseling to address 
the causes of the conduct underlying these crimes. He will also be required to make 
financial restitution to the Atascadero Unified School District and the victims of his 
crimes.  Landen is subject to a maximum punishment of 6 years and 8 months in state 
prison, which could be imposed if he violates the terms of his probation or any other 
order of the court.   
 
This case was investigated by the Atascadero Police Department with assistance from 
multiple other local agencies and was prosecuted by Deputy District Attorney Matthew 
Kraut. 
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