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SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA, July 15, 2016 – Yesterday, the San Luis Obispo District 
Attorney’s office filed a criminal complaint in the San Luis Obispo Superior Court 
charging Manuel Jesus Perez (dob 01/03/75) with First Degree Murder [Penal Code 
§187] in the July 11,2016, death of Joseph Charles Kienly IV (dob 01/05/78) of Grover 
Beach, California.  Mr. Perez was also charged with Arson of an Inhabited Dwelling 
[Penal Code §451(b)], with a Serious Prior Conviction of First Degree Burglary based on 
a 1995 Conviction in Ventura County, and with a Strike Prior based on the same 
Ventura burglary conviction. 
 
Mr. Perez was scheduled to be arraigned today in Department 3 of the San Luis Obispo 
Superior Court. 
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