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SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA — Morro Bay resident Steven Joel York (dob 5/18/1962) was convicted by a
San Luis Obispo County Jury late Tuesday afternoon for felony possession of heroin for sale and
misdemeanor possession of drug paraphernalia. The Court also made findings that Mr. York had
previously been convicted in 2007 and in 2013 of possession of illegal controlled substances for sale.

As has been widely reported, heroin use is growing rapidly in California and across the nation. Its
increase in use by youth has led to a dramatic rise in deaths due to overdose. According to the US
Center for Disease Control, opioids, primarily prescription pain relievers and heroin, are the main
drugs associated with overdose deaths. In 2014, opioids were involved in 28,647 deaths, or 61
percent of all drug overdose deaths nationwide. According to statistics from the San Luis Obispo
County Sheriff-Coroner, there were 16 opioid related deaths in 2015, 13 in 2014, and 20 in 2013.

“Because heroin is killing our youth, our office is committed to vigorously prosecuting
any dealer who is caught selling heroin or other hard drugs that can end up in the hands
of our youth,” said District Attorney Dan Dow. “We will not provide any safe harbor for
drug dealers in San Luis Obispo County.”

Under California law, Mr. York faces up to four years in the San Luis Obispo County Jail for the new
conviction of possession of heroin for sale, plus an additional three years as an enhancement for
each prior conviction of possession for sale. In total, Mr. York faces a maximum sentence of up to
ten years in the County Jail.
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Mr. York’s sentencing hearing is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. on May 25, 2016 in Department 1 of
the San Luis Obispo County Superior Court, where Hon. Judge Jacquelyn Duffy presides.

This case was investigated by the Morro Bay Police Department and Deputy District Attorney
Mike Frye conducted the jury trial.
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