
Dan Dow 
  District Attorney 
 
Lee V. Cunningham 
  Assistant District Attorney 
 
Jerret C. Gran 
  Chief Deputy District Attorney 
 
Sheryl M. Wolcott 
  Chief Deputy District Attorney 

 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
County of San Luis Obispo 

 

 

* * * * *PRESS RELEASE* * * * * 

County Courthouse Annex • 1035 Palm Street • 4th Floor • San Luis Obispo, California 93408 • Telephone (805) 781-5800 

 

13-1307 

Release Number 

September 24, 2015 

Release Date 

 
Approved By 

 

Lee Cunningham 
Assistant District Attorney 

Contact Person (805)781-5800 
 

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA, September 24, 2015 – Earlier today Herbert David Brown III, 
(dob 7/28/1983), pled no contest to Second Degree Murder in the death of his 22 month 
old daughter Lily Sommer-Brown.  On February 18, 2013 Herbert Brown called 911 to 
report that Lily had stopped breathing.  She was taken to Twin Cities Hospital and then 
to Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Stanford where she died of injuries she had 
received.  Lily had suffered several injuries, the most serious of which was a fractured 
skull consistent with striking with great force against a hard object.  Other injuries 
sustained were consistent with vigorous shaking over a period of time.  The plea was 
taken before Hon. Judge Michael Duffy in Department 5 of the San Luis Obispo County 
Superior Court.  Sentencing is scheduled for October 27th, 2015 in that Department.  Mr. 
Brown will be sentenced to a mandatory term of 15 years to life in state prison. 
 
Paso Robles Police Department led the investigation of this case and Deputy District 
Attorney Eric Dobroth is the assigned prosecutor. 
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