
Dan Dow 
  District Attorney 
 
Lee V. Cunningham 
  Assistant District Attorney 
 
Jerret C. Gran 
  Chief Deputy District Attorney 
 
Sheryl M. Wolcott 
  Chief Deputy District Attorney 

 

OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
County of San Luis Obispo 

 

 

* * * * *PRESS RELEASE* * * * * 

County Courthouse Annex • 1035 Palm Street • 4th Floor • San Luis Obispo, California 93408 • Telephone (805) 781-5800 

 

079-575463 

Release Number 

April 20, 2015 

Release Date 

 
Approved By 

 

Lee Cunningham 
Assistant District Attorney 

Contact Person (805)781-5800 
 

SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA – After hearing additional testimony this morning in the final 
phase of a preliminary hearing, Superior Court Judge John Trice today held Thomas 
Yanaga to answer for the March 14th, 2015 murder of Marshall Savoy.  Judge Trice’s 
ruling indicates that he is convinced there is enough evidence (probable cause) to 
believe that Yanaga committed the crime of murder.  Mr. Yanaga was also held to 
answer on the additional allegation that he personally discharged a firearm causing 
death. 
 
The degree of murder has not been alleged at this time.  That remains a matter for a 
jury to decide during deliberations after hearing evidence at trial.  If the jury finds the 
defendant guilty of murder, it will then decide whether the murder is first or second 
degree murder. 
 
Mr. Yanaga’s next court appearance will be May 4th, 2015, at which time he will be 
arraigned on those charges to be filed by the District Attorney in an Information.  Mr. 
Yanaga is being held without bail. 
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