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OFFICE OF


THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY

ADVANCE \u1
COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO

DAN DOW

DISTRICT ATTORNEY



ADVANCE \u2Victim/Witness Assistance Center
Courthouse Annex Room 384
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

TO:         Victims of Crime 
FROM:   Victim/Witness Assistance Center, Office of the District Attorney
SUBJ:      PREPARING YOUR VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT 

The San Luis Obispo County District Attorney’s Office is committed to helping crime victims, and providing services and support to people in our community who have been hurt by crime. We are sorry that you were victimized, and are grateful for your participation in the criminal justice process. Your involvement and input are vital to promoting individual and community safety, and holding the offender or offenders accountable for the harm they caused.

One of your most important rights as a victim of crime is the opportunity to tell the court how you and your loved ones have been affected by the crime and what sentence you believe is appropriate for the offenders. Your completed “Victim Impact Statement”, while voluntary, ensures that your voice is heard as part of the justice process.  
It is important for the court to understand the nature of the offense, and its impact on you and your loved ones – emotionally, physically and financially. Your victim impact statement will also give the court valuable information that can be used to hold the offender accountable, and to promote safety for you and your community. The attached form is being provided to you as a guide to assist you in preparing your impact statement. It is also acceptable to submit to the court a letter or memo, or submit an audiotape or videotape (accompanied by a written transcript). If you wish to speak to the court at the time of sentencing, please let us know as soon as possible by contacting 805-781-5821 or toll-free 866-781-5821.  
In some criminal cases, the court directs the Probation Department to prepare a “pre-sentence” report”: this will assist the court in determining the amount of restitution owed by the defendant(s). At this stage, you may be contacted by the San Luis Obispo County Probation Department to provide information regarding your financial losses using a “Statement of Loss” form. Please note that the “Victim Impact Statement” is separate from the “Statement of Loss” (click on link to view) form. If you have already prepared and submitted a “Victim Impact Statement” to the Probation Department, it is not necessary to submit another one. 
We are grateful for your continuing support to the criminal justice process. If you have any questions about completing your Victim Impact Statement or other related matters, please contact us at 805-781-5821 or toll-free 866-781-5821 or email us at victimwitness@co.slo.ca.us.
SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY

VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT

	(Please use an additional sheet of paper if more space is needed) 

	DEFENDANT INFORMATION

	NAME: 


	DA #:


	Crime Report #:


	Type of Crime:



	victim information

	YOUR NAME: 


	DATE OF REQUEST: 



	YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO VICTIM:



	i. EMOTIONAL/PHYSICAL IMPACT

	(How has the crime affected you and your family – physically and emotionally? – List any injuries or continuing problems).

	II. FINANCIAL IMPACT

	(List any personal property loss, medical expenses – current and future: counseling expenses, funeral/burial expenses, lost wages/income loss, and any other expenses incurred as a result of being victimized. Please indicate if you have submitted a “Statement of Loss” to the Probation Department).



	iII. sentencing recommendation

	(Discuss what sentence you would like to see the judge impose on the defendant – jail time, counseling, restitution, no contact order – any other information you want the judge to know).

	Victim Signature:

	Date:


Please mail/submit to:

San Luis Obispo County District Attorney's Office

Victim/Witness Assistance Center

Courthouse Annex, Room 384

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408

Fax (805) 781-5828

Or e-mail as an attachment to: victimwitness@co.slo.ca.us
