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RECREATION PROGRAMS 
 YOGA AT THE SLO VETERANS HALL 

 

Mondays & Wednesday 
Beginners: 5:15pm – 6:15pm 
Continuing: 6:30pm - 7:45pm,  
                   (All levels welcome) 
Info: Instructor Shoosh at 772-3560 
 
DOG OBEDIENCE AT EL CHORRO PARK 
 
Wednesay Evenings 
Session 5:  5/23 – 6/13, 5:30 – 6:30pm 
Session 6:  7/18 – 8/8, 5:30 – 6:30pm 
Session 7:  8/15 – 9/15, 5:30 – 6:30pm 
Info: Instructor Janet Neumann 610-1157 
 
CAYUCOS BEACH JUNIOR LIFEGUARD PROGRAM 
 

Mondays -  Fridays, 9:00am – 2:00pm 
Session 1:  June 25 – July 13 (no class 7/4) 
Session 2:  July 23 – August 10 
Registration begins Monday, April 30  
Info:  Amanda or Steve 781-5930 

 
MONSTER SKATE SERIES CONTEST 
 

Saturday Event Dates, 10:00am – 3:00pm
May 5:  San Luis Obispo Skate Park 
May 19:  Grover Beach Skate Park 
June 2:  Los Osos Skate Park (Final Contest)
Info:  www.ccmonsterskate.com  
 
ARGENTINE TANGO AT THE SLO VETS HALL 
 

Mondays 8:00pm – 10:00pm, $4/class 
Info: Rich 783-0596 or  www.slotango.org 
 
TENNIS LESSONS AT NIPOMO COMMUNITY PARK
 

Tuesdays & Fridays 
Beginning to Advanced levels. 
Info: Instructor Davide Masica 
at 458-4008 
 
 

Dairy Creek Golf Course celebrated the 
tenth anniversary of its opening in March 
1997. This year’s celebration on Saturday, 
March 24th had approximately 200 
participants who paid only 50% of the 
current green fees for the day. The 
celebration included free skill clinics with 
the Central Coast Golf Academy, “Ten 
Minute Tune-ups,” free computerized 
swing analysis, golf club fitting and a 
personalized golf swing photo.     

Dairy Creek Golf Course’s Tenth Anniversary Party 
 

On May 17, 2007, San Luis Obispo County Parks will honor the hard 
working volunteers who have provided their time and efforts to help 
keep our park facilities beautiful and successful operations. The first 
annual BBQ reinforces our commitment to volunteerism and is a small 
way to say “thank you” to our volunteers for their contributions to our 
programs and services. The Volunteer Appreciation BBQ will include a 
Santa Maria style BBQ with refreshments, dessert, and a raffle for all 
participants. Furthermore, the County’s key volunteers will be specially 
recognized.  County Parks currently logs over 50,000 volunteer hours 
per year and is truly fortunate to have so many dedicated individuals 
improving the quality of life for the community and visitors to San Luis 
Obispo County parks. 

Volunteer Appreciation BBQ 

Fairways Restaurant at Dairy Creek 
provided a BBQ buffet during lunch hours. 
The celebration was a casual, fun day for all 
golfers to take advantage of spring weather 
and a wonderful links style golf course. 
 
For more information about Dairy Creek or 
other San Luis Obispo County Parks’ golf 
facilities, visit www.slocountyparks.org or 
call 805-781-5930. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This program is all about 
building those “strong 
leadership skills” to ensure 
that the next generation of 
County Parks’ leadership is 
able to effectively plan, 
execute, network, advocate, 
and generally sell the mission
of parks and recreation to our 
diverse community and key 
decision makers.. 
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We’re on the Web!  

See us at: 
www.SLOCountyParks.org 

There is no more important “final” task for the Parks management staff to undertake than 
developing an effective Succession Planning program. Pivotal to that program is the Mentoring 
Program. 
 
Phase I of County Parks Mentoring Program will enhance succession planning for those who are 
so inclined. Phase I includes participation in the program at the management level with the 
message to staff being, “Expect change and prepare for it!” 
 
In order to increase the chances for individuals who are interested in upward mobility  
County Parks has created a Mentoring Program that will enhance staff chances for success, 
educate them on the duties management performs, give insight, and prepare staff for the future.  
 
Program implementation includes identifying core competencies. 

What are competencies? Standard intelligence tests are not good predictors of job success. Job 
competency has a different meaning. It can be an underlying characteristic of an employee, (i.e. 
motive trait, skill, self image, social role and knowledge) that results in effective and /or superior 
performance on the job. Identifying competencies can help clarify the differences between 
outstanding and average performers, an important issue in a competitive business environment. 
Candidates for this program will be evaluated for the following core competencies:  

• Must be able to communicate effectively 
• Ability to get along well with others and work effectively in a group 
• Desire to motivate staff and enhance the quality off life for patrons and staff (sphere of   

 influence) 
• Critical thinker and desire to work outside normal parameters 
• Ability to analyze difficult situations and make executive decisions 
• Is comfortable in a leadership role, is self motivated, and can effectively direct others 

 
In addition to core competencies the following values are important. 

• Exemplary work ethic 
• Desires to do the right thing, and encourages fair play 
• Recognizes the need for personal balance in family, work and individual 

 
In the past, the transition of leadership was gradual. Greater continuity was ensured as only one or 
two key employees might leave in any given year. However, now County Parks is experiencing 
very short time periods as a generation of baby-boomers reaches retirement age. 
 
This program is all about building those “strong leadership skills” to ensure that the next generation 
of County Parks’ leadership is able to effectively plan, execute, network, advocate, and generally 
sell the mission of parks and recreation to our diverse community and key decision makers. 
Participants will benefit from the program by developing core competencies and building skills. 
Those who do not participate but stay in the profession will benefit from the strong leaders we hope 
to groom for the future. All of us who will live in this community will benefit from the foundation we 
are laying today. 
 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY PARKS 
LAUNCHES MENTORING PROGRAM 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Jones Pathway – City of San Luis Obispo to Avila Valley: 
Over the last few years, County Parks has been working on an extension of the Bob Jones Pathway between 
the SLO Land Conservancy Octagon Barn (located on South Higuera in San Luis Obispo) and the County’s 
Ontario Road Staging Area (located in the Avila Valley on Ontario Road). This roughly 5-mile segment would 
provide an alternative transportation corridor for bicyclists as well as a recreation corridor. At this point, County 
Parks and the project’s consultants (Questa Engineering and the Morro Group, Inc.) are working on a 
preliminary design and environmental clearances. San Luis Obispo Council of Governments and California 
Department of Fish and Game have provided grant funds to help complete the project. Since early 2007, 
County Parks has been meeting with property owners along the route to obtain input. On April 26, 2007, the 
County’s Parks and Recreation Commission will determine a preferred route for the corridor.  Although the 
pathway may still change some over time, this will allow the required environmental studies to be completed. 
Construction is still a couple of years away.  Stay tuned… 
 
 

Parks and Recreation Element (PRE): 
On December 19, 2006, the Board adopted the PRE. The Element became law on January 18, 2007. The final 
PRE should be available to the public on the County Parks website at www.slocountyparks.org in late April 
2007.  Hard copies, for a copying fee, will also be available. 
 
Nipomo Park Master Plan: 
On March 22, 2007, the County’s Parks and Recreation Commission provided direction to Parks staff to finish 
the environmental document for Nipomo Community Park Master Plan.  Once the environmental document is 
complete, Parks staff will bring it and the Park Master Plan back to the Parks Commission for more public input 
as well as eventual Master Plan approval.  The current Draft Master Plan proposes additional active recreation 
in the southwest portion of the park, while maintaining the natural area in the remainder of the park. 
 
Restoration along the Salinas River – in San Miguel 
The Resource Conservation District and San Luis Obispo County Parks are proposing restoring portions of the 
Salinas River owned by San Luis Obispo County.  Restoration would occur near North River Road and the 
eastern end of 15th Street in San Miguel.  The proposed project would include removing the old swimming pool, 
planting portions of the corridor with native plants, and providing barriers to off-road vehicles on County 
property. The project is funded by a Regional Water Quality Control Board grant. The San Miguel Advisory 
Council will provide input on April 25,2007. 
 
Rios Caledonia Adobe 
This project will repair and preserve the Rios Caledonia Adobe to prevent further deterioration of the structure.  
The Rios Caledonia Adobe, in San Miguel, was built in about 1846 as a residence for Petronillo Rios.  In the 
1860's it served as a hotel and stage stop along the old mission trail between San Francisco and Los Angeles, 
until 1886.  Improvements will include seismic retrofitting, repairing the deteriorating outside plaster skin, and 
improving drainage around the perimeter of the building.  Architectural Resources Group has prepared a 
design for the improvements.  Construction documents will soon be underway.  Funding for this project has 
been made available from the Federal Save America's Treasure grant program, and Per Capita Proposition 40 
funding.  Construction Improvements are planned for summer/fall of 2007.     

UPDATE ON CURRENT PROJECTS 
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REC ADMIN STUDENTS ORGANIZING BUNCO FUNDRAISER 

On Thursday, May 24, 2007 Cal Poly Recreation Administration students, with direction from SLO County 
Parks, will be hosting a fundraising Bunco Tournament at the SLO Vets Hall.  All proceeds will benefit the 
Susan G. Komen For The Cure foundation. For more information or a registration form please email Stacey 
King at sking@co.slo.ca.us. The tournament will be limited to 144 participants.  The registration fee is $25 
per participant and will be accepted until Tues, May 22.  For more info go to www.slocountyparks.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORE PROJECT UPDATES 

The Regional Water Quality Control Board recently approved the County’s Stormwater Management Program. 
This document has been in process for a number of years and the approved copy was the third revision. 
 
Are you aware of what a Stormwater Management Program (SWMP) is? Allow me to briefly review the history 
before we get into what the impacts will be.  
 
This all started in 1972 when Congress passed the “Clean Water Act”. Through amendments and interpretations, 
the foundation was laid for what now constitutes the Stormwater Management Programs that are required of 
municipal and local governments to manage the pollution that now runs off our construction sites, streets and 
landscaped areas into our storm drains and then out to sea. The County’s Stormwater Coordinator initially put 
together a consortium of players from the affected County departments and developed the program into its 
present form. 
 
There are six minimum control measures involved with a SWMP: 

1. Public Education and Outreach 
2. Public Participation and Involvement 
3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
4. Construction Site Runoff Control 
5. Post Construction Stormwater Management 
6. Pollution Prevention & Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations 

  
         continued on page 7 
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Lopez Lake Boat Facility Improvements  
This project will replace the boarding floats at the marina boat launch and the courtesy "F" dock, repave the 
marina parking lot, and replace two fish cleaning stations.  Construction documents have been prepared and 
are under review.  Funding for this project has been made available from the California Department of 
Boating and Waterway's grant program.  Construction improvements are planned for spring of 2007. 
 
Cayucos Accessways Improvements 
This project will improve two coastal accessways in Cayucos.  The existing accessways are located along 
Pacific Avenue at 16th and 8th Streets.  Improvements at 16th Street will include adding a paved walkway and 
replacing the stairs.  Improvements at 8th Street will include replacing the lower section of stairs.  A grant 
from the Coastal Conservancy, along with Per Capita Proposition 40 funding is making this project possible.  
Construction work is planned for winter of 2007. 
 
Norma Rose Park Development 
This project will develop a park facility in Cayucos.  This 1.5 acre park will be located on Ocean Avenue, 
West of the Cayucos Cemetery and directly East of Highway 1.  Park improvements will include a skate park, 
children's playground, basketball court, rest-room, and picnic areas.  Construction documents are being 
prepared.  Construction improvements are pending the County Board of Supervisors approval for 
construction, and authorization of maintenance funding. 
 
Biddle Park Master Plan 
This project will update the existing master plan (1976).  Consultants will be looking at protecting natural 
resources including the Sycamore grove and Arroyo Grande Creek corridor.  Some of the issues are: 
circulation; the locations of active recreation verses passive recreation; interpretive opportunities; and 
incorporation of the future Arroyo Grande Creek Trail.    
 
A new playground is planned for the park and will be sited as part of the master plan update.  

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ON THE HORIZON 
& THE IMPACTS TO COUNTY PARK 

BY DENIS PHILBIN, PARKS SUPERINTENDENT          

We’re on the Web!  

See us at: 
www.SLOCountyParks.org 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reservations are now being accepted for Oceano Campground.  All of the 22 campsites have water, 
sewer and electric hook ups.  Oceano Campground is located just two blocks from the Oceano 
Dunes/Pier Avenue beach entrance.  Campers staying at Oceano Campground are permitted to use 
the Coastal Dunes swimming pool and recreation area at no additional charge.  Reservations can be 
placed up to one year in advance by calling (805) 781-4900 (extension 1). 

Oceano Campground Reservations 
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San Luis Obispo County Parks began operating the former Sand and Surf campground on October 
1, 2006.  The campground was renamed Coastal Dunes R.V. Park.  The mile long park has 232 
campsites and is conveniently located on Highway One in Oceano.  All of the campsites have 
electric, water and sewer hook ups.  Cable television hook ups are available in a few sites.  Other 
campground amenities include barbeques, basketball court, arcade and swimming pool.  The first 
six months of operation were a success largely due to the park’s loyal clientele.  Upgrades have 
begun on the park’s electrical system and will continue over the next year.  Other planned 
improvements include the addition of wireless Internet service, improved pool operations and 
summer evening programs.  We invite you to visit and enjoy San Luis Obispo County Parks’ latest 
campground addition.  Campsites can be reserved up to one year in advance by calling (805) 781-
4900 (extension 1).  
 

Coastal Dunes RV Park 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was a bright, sunny morning in early March.
I was doing some work along the Jim Green
trail when I heard the soft warbling song of
the western bluebird. I turned to look and
found him sitting on the top stem of a tall
mustard plant, singing his song of life. His
appearance indicated that the bluebirds had
returned to our parks. I watched this beautiful
bird with its large dark eyes and expressive
face. 
 
Appearing both alert and amiable, I saw that
he had more than just his song of life on his
mind. It was breakfast time. He lifted off from
his perch, carrying the blue sky on his back,
and with a couple of aerobatic moves, this
fantastic flyer nabbed a small moth and
gently returned to his perch to feed in the
open field. The aerial agility of bluebirds
makes them fliers of fancy, and flight is used
in many different ways. One technique is to
feed by "hawking" insects flying from a perch
and catching insects in midair. 
 
They can also hover as they search the
ground for six-legged food. A third and more
common method is known as "drop feeding"
where the bird flies from a perch to the
ground and back again. This is the most
familiar and characteristic feeding technique
of bluebirds. Flight can be used as part of
there communication system as well. During
the period of spring courtship, rivals vying for
a mate or nest cavity will face off, hovering in
midair and putting on quite a show of aerial
acrobatics. 
 
I once watched as a pair of male bluebirds,
intent on their struggle over a prime nesting
site in a telephone pole, fought and grappled
with each other in midair until they fell to
earth, where they continued their wrestling
match, oblivious to the dangers around them.
The scrappy western bluebird can be found in
most western states and British Columbia.
Lucky for us, it is most abundant along the
California coast.  

Bluebirds - The Cheerful Charmers                 

Western Bluebird 

The Mariposa Page 6 of 8 

Although bluebirds are not strongly migratory,
they do wander about in search of abundant
food sources and nesting cavities for breeding.
Bluebirds seem to prefer farmland, orchards,
forest edges, and open woodlands, but they
can be spotted anywhere.  Early in this century
bluebird populations were much higher than
they are today. This drop in their numbers can
be attributed to many different causes. The
introduction of non-native species, like the
house sparrow and starling, which compete for
the same nesting cavities that bluebirds use,
has had a large impact on their reproductive
success. 
 
Changes in farming practices are another
major reason for the bluebirds decline. Farmers
now utilize lands right up to the edge of fence
lines, rather than leaving an uncultivated strip
around their fields. These areas once provided
a much-needed source of food and cover. In
addition, those, old, natural wooden posts
chock full of holes have been replaced by steel
T posts, a change which has further reduced
available nesting sites. Fortunately for the
bluebirds, conservation efforts that began in
the 1970s in the form establishing nest box
trails have had a positive impact on the birds'
recovery. Recent Christmas bird counts have
shown a modest increase in bluebird
populations.  
 
How does this work? A bluebird trail is
established in an area where conditions are
suitable in the form of abundant food sources
and adequate cover. Then boxes of just the
right specifications are properly spaced along
the trail. With information provided by the
California Bluebird Recovery Program we have
established just such a bluebird trail in hopes of
increasing our local population.      So, the
next time you come out to the park for a quiet
stroll, keep your eyes and ears peeled. If you're
lucky, you may catch a glimpse of these
beautiful blue fliers as they soar through the air
with the greatest of ease, these daring young
birds on the edge of a breeze.   

 

By Dave Seibert, Groundskeeper 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT  (continued from page 4) 
 

“Another issue for County 
Parks is we can no longer 
blow leaves and debris into 
the streets, then sweep it into 
piles for disposal.” 

County Parks required the development of public 
trails as part of the Woodlands Development, in 
Nipomo.  The first phase of trail segments, including 
an equestrian trail and a bicycle path has been 
completed.  The completed segments extend from 
the southwest corner of the Woodlands site, along 
the Highway 1 frontage, along Dawn road, and along 
a portion of Via Concha Road. Eventually, the trails 
will extend around the perimeter of the Woodlands 
project.       

New Public Trails 

The Mariposa Page 7 of 8 

For County Parks, our primary focus is on Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping. This involves a number 
of issues for us: Pet Waste Management, Yard/Shop Maintenance, Parking & Storage Areas, Plaza’s & 
Sidewalks, Landscape Maintenance, Fountains & Pools and Spill Control & Cleanup. Park’s staff has reference 
materials on hand of “Best Management Practices” (BMPs) that guide them through the processes and 
procedures to skillfully reduce their pollution potential. Each of the aforementioned topics has its own BMPs which 
staff can reference to use the best practice to solve their particular issues with drainage and pollution prevention.  
 
The first item we encounter is pet waste management. The Stormwater Coordinator is charged with developing 
and implementing a pet waste ordinance that sets out the enforcement and penalties to be levied when 
irresponsible pet owners do not pick up after them. County Parks is required to install Mutt-Mitt stations and 
disposal locations for pet waste in our facilities. For those not familiar with these products, Mutt-Mitts are plastic 
bags that conveniently fit over your hand to facilitate picking up after your pet leaves a “deposit”, or as the Parks 
Manager refers to them… “Lawn Cigars”. We are required to report annually to the Regional Water Quality Control
Board (RWQCB) on the number of Mutt-Mitts purchased and used on an annual basis. The money to fund this 
program will be discussed in upcoming budget hearings.  
 
Another issue for County Parks is we can no longer blow leaves and debris into the streets, then sweep it into 
piles for disposal. Parks has purchased a walk-behind vacuum and budgeted for another next year for those 
buildings, parking lots, plazas and parks the require picking up leaves and debris on a regular basis. We endeavor
to recycle all of these materials, but that will be looked at, as it is another level of service and will take budgeted 
hours away from maintaining County facilities. Again, we are required to report annually to the RWQCB the 
amount of leaves and debris we collect when vacuuming. 
 
At our shop and storage areas we have to institute measures to reduce our runoff and possible pollution sources. 
This means stockpiles of soil, compost, woodchips, etc., will have to be covered with tarps. If the piles are too 
large, we will have to build berms around the piles to retain the water and use wattles, silt fences, hay bales, or 
other filter media to clean the water before it reaches any drainage. We will create “bio-filters”, vegetated areas for 
runoff to go through as a filtering process before entering the drainage system wherever possible. This again 
includes each building parking lot, plaza and park facility that staff maintains throughout the County. 
 
We have to make sure that nothing except rain goes into storm drains.  So we need to look at all of our cleaning  
processes such as cleaning up graffiti. Hazardous or toxic chemical cleaners are out; safe, earth-friendly cleaners 
are in. Any washing of sidewalks, walls or other surfaces requires that you trap the wash water, retrieve it and 
dispose of it properly. We have to treat our pool backwash water to assure its chlorine free before we send it 
through the local agency’s sewer system. We will revisit our pesticide and fertilizer application systems to assure 
we are hitting our target and not having any excess get washed into the storm drainage. Each of the septic 
systems in our park facilities will need to be inspected by an individual certified to do so to assure it is functioning 
properly. Every one of our septic systems will require a higher level of maintenance than has been required in the 
past. 
 
The moral of the story is there is a cost for preserving our water resources. We must comply with these 
procedures to assure we reduce our impact on the waters of California and the US. 



 
Pete Jenny..............................................Parks Manager 
Ernie Del Rio...........................................Parks Superintendent 
Denis Philbin...........................................Parks Superintendent 
Ray Festa ...............................................Golf Course Superintendent 
Jan DiLeo................................................Senior Park Planner 
Shaun Cooper.........................................Park Planner III 
Stacey King.............................................Park Operations Coordinator 

 
Anna Diaz................................................Parks and SLO Vets Hall Reservations 
Tom Massey............................................Morro Bay and 
                                                                  Dairy Creek Golf Courses Supervisor 
Chuck Lowe ............................................Supervising Park Ranger, Pecho Dist. 
Mark Wagner...........................................Supervising Park Ranger, Mesa Dist. 
Ken Klis ...................................................Supervising Park Ranger, Salinas Dist. 
Don Melin ................................................Supervising Park Ranger, Huasna Dist. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

San Luis Obispo
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On February 27 the County Parks and Recreation Commission made a major 
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. The recommendation to the 
Board was both simple and complex: “Act immediately to reestablish an 
independent Department of Parks Beaches.” Sounds like a simple idea to 
restore a structural organization that existed for many decades prior to the 
fiscal constraints and cutbacks of the post-Prop 13 early 1980s in California. 
That’s when the Department of Parks and Beaches was absorbed in the new 
Department of General Services. The goal then was simple: save money. The 
Commission, based on recommendations from a Blue Ribbon citizen’s task 
force, proposed to the Board that times have changed in the past 25 years and 
issues like growing youth crime, an obesity epidemic, and a tourist-based local 
economy make a vibrant Parks program more important than ever. But here’s 
the complex part: is reforming an independent the best way to achieve that 
“vibrant” Parks program and can we afford it? As the stakeholders, one might 
say “stockholders,” of the County, the Commission urges you to weigh in on the 
issue. Would you be better served by a more expansive parks and recreation 
program or are you content with the status quo? Understanding that a more 
expansive parks program will cost more than today’s model, is that investment 
worthwhile? As taxpayers, it is important for you to share your views with the 
Board of Supervisors who represent you. 
 

Pete Jenny
Parks Manager

From the Manager’s Desk 

We’re on the Web!  

See us at: 
www.SLOCountyParks.org 
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