
San Luis Obispo Botanical gardens 
celebrates 20 years! 

Voted best place to ride a bike!
By mark Wagner, supervising park ranger

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

SPECIAL EVENTS 
CALENDAR 

 

SEPTEMBER 11 - 13 
Dog Splash Days 
at Templeton Pool 

Sponsor: Parks-4-Pups 
Info: Paula (805) 239-4437 

SEPTEMBER 19 & 20 
SLO City Amateur 
Golf Tournament 

at Dairy Creek Golf Course 
Info: Kent (805) 782-8060 

SEPTEMBER 26 
Kid’s Fishing Jamboree 
at Santa Margarita Lake 

Info: (805) 788-2415 

SEPTEMBER 26 

CA Dept. of Fish & Game 
Free Fishing Day         

Info:  (805) 781-5930 

SEPTEMBER 26 

Century Bike Ride 
Sponsor: SLO Bicycle Club 
Info: Bruce (805) 543-9514 

SEPTEMBER 27 
SLO Botanical Garden 20th 
Anniversary Celebration at 
El Chorro Regional Park 

Info: (805) 541-1400 

OCTOBER 4 
Spanish Days at the 

Rios Caledonia Adobe 
Info: (805) 467-3357 

OCTOBER 24 
Candlelight Tour at 

Rios Caledonia Adobe 
Info: (805) 467-3357 

NOVEMBER 15 
2nd Annual Turkey Festival 

at Lopez Lake 
Sponsor: Friends of LL 
Info: (805) 781-5930 

San Luis Obispo County Parks' Official Newsletter 
The Mariposa FALL 2009

The Bob Jones Trail (BJT) in Avila 
Beach was voted the "Best Place to 
Ride a Bike" according to the New 
Times publication 23rd Annual 
Readers Poll "Best of SLO County 
2009".  The New Times is a weekly 
publication distributed throughout San 
Luis Obispo County so it's quite an 
honor to be recognized as the "best 
of" as a wide range of citizens are 
able to voice their opinions on a 
variety of topics. In addition, this is 
not the first time the BJT has won this 
award.  

Celebrate all things “green and sustainable” at the San 
Luis Obispo Botanical Garden’s Connections With 
Nature event, awards ceremony, and 20th anniversary 
festivities. You’ll enjoy a day of fun, learning, and tribute 
as you share great food and music with your family and 
friends! September 27, 2009, 11 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
3450 Dairy Creek Road, San Luis Obispo. We’ve set 
aside this one day in September to acknowledge the 
people and organizations that honor and preserve our 
connections with nature. Their leadership, vision, and 
commitment remind us that we have a responsibility to 
care for the beautiful, natural world in which we live so 
that all children can grow up playing and exploring 
outdoors. We hope that you’ll join us to celebrate these 
“green” giants, hear their stories, and see their exhibits! 
There is a $2 gate entry fee.  For event and ticket 
information please visit www.slobg.org.  

The trail, which starts at Ontario Road near the Buddhist Temple, offers a 
great place to take the family and ride a bike, walk, or hike.  The beautiful trail 
is approximately 2.5 miles long and meanders through a riparian setting before
it terminates at Avila Beach.  At present the trail ends at San Miguel Street in 
Avila Beach, which requires users to cross Avila Drive, a main thoroughfare for 
Diablo Canyon, Port San Luis and Avila Beach.  County Parks is currently 
working on plans to change the termination point to 1st Street a 1/4 mile to 
north, which would put bikers and hikers at Avila Community Beach Park. This 
is also a safer spot to cross Avila Beach Drive.  In addition to these plans, 
more ambitious plans are being considered to expand the trail into the city of  
 
(please see TRAIL page 4)         1



JUNIOR LIFEGUARDS ENDS WITH A SPLASH! 
By Stacey King, Park Operations Coordinator

Dog Splash Days at Templeton Pool
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Thanks to Betsy Ball, Junior Lifeguard Program Coordinator, both sessions
of the Cayucos Beach Junior Lifeguard Program went without a hitch. There
were over 100 youth ages 10 – 17 years old that participated in our program
this year, all of whom are now highly educated in surf and rescue skills. Each
session had hefty goals and challenging requirements and our Junior
Lifeguards passed all tests administered at the end of each program
session. In addition to having a deserved sense of accomplishment, our
participants had plenty of fun in the sun. Some of the activities included
exploring tide pools, kayaking with the Kayak Shack in Morro Bay, touring
Morro Bay Harbor Patrol, jumping off the Cayucos pier, and a fun-filled day
of boogie boarding and surfing with the help of Steve Hennigh, owner of
Good Clean Fun Surf Company.  
 
A special “Thank You” also goes to Elizabeth Waddell, Danielle Stapf, Daniel
Schumann, Amber Warden, Summer Carlson, Elizabeth Culpepper and
Michael Rarig for their participation as Junior Lifeguard Program Aides.
They each volunteered over 70 hours giving us their time and skills. We
hope to see all of them again next summer as part of our paid Lifeguard
Staff!  

Kayak Shack
Morro Bay Harbor Patrol 

Sea Shanty Restaurant 
Surfrider Foundation 

3Ink Screen Printing
Cayucos Lioness Club

Cayucos Surf Company
Good Clean Fun 

“THANK YOU” 
JUNIOR LIFEGUARD 

PROGRAM SPONSORS! 

The 3rd Annual Dog Splash Days fundraiser is scheduled for Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, September 11, 12 and 13, 2009. This very popular 
event keeps getting bigger and better thanks to Paula O’Farrell and Parks-
4-Pups. Last year Dog Splash Days event hosted more than 200 dogs and 
this year promises to have an even bigger turnout.   
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
Friday, September 11th,  4 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
“Little Dog Swim” for dogs under 30 pounds 
“Senior Dog Swim” for older dogs 

 
Saturday & Sunday, September 12th & 13th, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Dogs of all sizes are welcome 

 

Swim sessions are limited to 30 minutes on September 11th with admission 
on the half hour and 45 minutes on September 12 & 13 with admission 
hourly.  Pre-registration is highly recommended, as dogs with reservations 
will be admitted before walk-ins. 
 

There will be lifeguards helping the dogs enter and exit the pool and there 
will be life jackets available for any dogs that have buoyancy issues. For 
more info and reservations call Parks-4-Pups @ (805) 239-4437 
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Black Bears of SLO County 
By ken klis, supervising park ranger
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YOGA w/ Shoosh  
at SLO Vets Hall  
Mon’s & Wed’s    
5:15pm Beginners 
6:30pm Continuing  
Info: (805) 772-3560 

FREE YOGA FOR 
CANCER SURVIVORS 
at SLO Vets Hall  
Wednesdays        
4:00pm - 5:00pm   
Info: (805) 772-3560 

SCUBA DIVING w/ 
CenCal SCUBA at 
Hardie Park Pool.  
Info: Chad Lortie at 
(805) 704-8468 

SCOTTISH DANCE    
at SLO Vet’s Hall 
Thursday Evenings      
Info: Guy Wallace at 
(805) 528-8280 

DOG OBEDIENCE 
at Cuesta Park 
Wednesday Nights            
Info: Janet Neumann 
at (805) 610-1157 

TENNIS LESSONS 
at Nipomo Park   
Tuesdays & Fridays 
Info: David Mascia at 
(805) 458-4008 

TANGO CLASSES 
at SLO Vets Hall 
Monday Evenings 
8:00 pm - 10:00pm  
Info: Rich Howe at 
(805) 783-0596 or 
www.slotango.org 

 

SAN LUIS OBISPO 

COUNTY PARKS 

1087 Santa Rosa Street 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 

(805) 781-5930 

www.slocountyparks.org 

RECREATION 
PROGRAMS 

The Black Bear (Ursus americanus) is 
the sole bear species of San Luis 
Obispo County. The industrious bear 
is occasionally encountered when 
visiting the prime wild riparian habitat 
of the Salinas River, Lopez Canyon 
and Arroyo Grande Creek areas. 
 
The male can be quite large and grow 
to seven feet tall, weighing nearly 600 
pounds. The adorable cubs usually 
born as twins or triplets begin life at a 
contrastingly minute seven to sixteen 
ounces. Unlike the name, actual 
colors range from jet black to light 
brown as well as cinnamon. Agile on 
hillsides, strong swimmers and tree 
climbers, the bear possesses the 
power and dexterity to open a locked 

door with a single pull.  Due to their large home range (typically 8-10 and up 
to 15 sq. miles), we face issues created by the human/bear interface. Bears 
wander into campgrounds, ranch areas, and roadways in search of food and 
may become a nuisance. They occasionally scrounge through trashcans and 
seek out any easy source for a meal, leaving litter and sometimes damaging 
trashcans or other food storage containers due to their great strength and 
voracious approach to foraging. Most sightings and problems occur during 
the summer months following the breeding season when the lack of 
available water in their habitat limits natural food options.  
 
Local campers can do their part to prevent bears from forming bad and often 
fatal habits of relying on campgrounds, trashcans and coolers for food. 
Repeat offenses can lead to a bear being categorized as a problem animal, 
and the State Department of Fish and Game (DFG) is required to act when 
these problems arise. Customarily, bears are discouraged from forming bad
habits by using a variety of hazing techniques in an attempt to avoid more   
 
(please see Bear page 6) 

HERON 
GROUP CAMPING AREA 

 

Did you know that Santa
Margarita Lake has a group
camping area complete with
barbeque pit, campfire ring, &
picnic area? The Heron Group
Area will accommodate groups up
to 105 people! For reservations
call (805) 788-2397 



TRAIL (from page 1) 
 
San Luis Obispo, the so-called "City to the Sea Trail".  Obviously this is a major undertaking that will 
take years to complete, as the trail may need to cross private property and Highway 101.   
 
Besides the Avila Beach section of the trail, another section has been completed within the City of 
San Luis Obispo which starts on the corner of Prado Road and South Higuera. However, this section 
is a loop as it ends where it starts.  But it's another piece to the puzzle and a step in making the 
dream of a trail from San Luis Obispo to Avila Beach a reality.   
 
County Parks wants to encourage you to come out and recreate at the Bob Jones Trail or any of your 
County Parks Trails.  If you're in the South County we suggest you check out these trails too:  
Cypress Ridge Trail, Callender Grove Trail, Knollwood Trail, Mesa Meadows Trail, or other trails in 
Nipomo 

On September 27, 2009, San Luis Obispo County 
Parks will again honor the hard working volunteers 
who have provided their time and efforts to help 
keep our park facilities beautiful and successfully 
operating. This annual BBQ reinforces our 
commitment to volunteerism and is a small way to 
say “thank you” to our volunteers for their 
contributions to our programs and services. The 
Volunteer Appreciation BBQ will include a Santa 
Maria style BBQ with refreshments, dessert, and 
fun activities as well as a raffle for all participants. 
 
County Parks logged over 99,000 volunteer hours 
for fiscal year 08/09 and is truly fortunate to have 
so many dedicated individuals improving the 
quality of life for the community and visitors to San 
Luis Obispo County Parks.   

SLO County Parks
Volunteer 

Appreciation day!
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   In 2008, over 150 volunteers came out for good grub!

FREE YOGA CLASS FOR CANCER SURVIVORS 
 

San Luis Obispo County Parks, in partnership with local nonprofit Enhancement, Inc., is offering YOGA 
classes for cancer survivors. Caregivers and family members are also welcome to accompany any survivor 
to this FREE class. 
 

Shoosh Crotzer, who has been teaching for more than 35 years, has specially designed this class to 
accommodate all levels. Mats are provided, but Shoosh recommends bringing your own mat or a towel for 
protection from bacteria, especially for those still in treatment.  Chairs will be available for use for those who 
do not want or cannot get down onto the floor.  
 

Classes are scheduled on Wednesdays from 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the San Luis Obispo Veterans 
Memorial Building located at 801 Grand Avenue (cross street is Monterey Street). 
 

The class will focus on breathing techniques, posture and alignment, basic range-of-motion movements, and 
relaxation techniques. All survivors, from those recently diagnosed to those many years "out" are encouraged 
to attend! 
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Lopez Recreation Area Celebrates A Milestone
“The Big 4-0”          by don melin, supervising park ranger

through the Davis Grunsky Act, a statewide program that provided financial assistance to local public
agencies for the development, control, and conservation of the water resources in California. The $4
million dollar facility included 350 campsites, a full service marina, launch ramps, day use picnic areas,
restrooms with shower facilities and a state of the art sewage treatment plant. Over 20,000 people
visited the newly opened recreation area on May 16 and 17, 1969 and enjoyed a barbeque, square
dancing and a public dedication. At the time, the most popular activities at the lake were fishing, water-
skiing, sail boating and picnicking. 
 

Today, Lopez Lake Recreation Area hosts 400,00 visitors per year and takes nearly 12,000 campsite
reservations. Additions since the parks opening include the Mustang Water Park, miles of hiking trails
plus backcountry and equestrian camping facilities. While fishing continues to be popular, wake
boarding, sail boarding, personal watercraft and kayaks make up the majority of the current users on
the water. 
  
Special events include the Annual Friends of Lopez Lake “Reel ‘Em In” Trout Derby, Scott Tinley
Adventures and Cal Poly Triathlons and Friends of Lopez Lake’s Turkey Festival. In addition,
interpretive events like nature hikes, campfire shows and boat tours are held year round and have
become increasingly popular for locals and regional visitors alike. 
 

At 40, things don’t seem to be slowing down at all for the Central Coast’s beautiful “instant lake”! 

It was 1969. Woodstock grabbed the attention of
the nation, the world held it’s breathe as Neil
Armstrong walked on the moon and Lopez Lake
opened its gates for the very first time. Memorial
day weekend of 1969 marked the opening of
what was known at the time to be California’s
“instant lake”. While it was projected that the lake
would take between 2-3 years to fill, 49” of rain
during the months of January and February filled
the lake to capacity and on March 1969, water
cascaded down the spillway for the first time,
creating new recreation opportunities for visitors
from all over the state.  
 
The new recreation area was funded by grants  
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THANK YOU Pete Jenny for your 19 years of 
outstanding service and dedication to  

San Luis Obispo County Parks! 
 

And from your staff,  
“Thanks for giving us places to play! 

Best wishes on your well-deserved retirement!” 
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BEAR (from page 3) 
 
drastic action by the Department of Fish & Game. Let’s 
all do our part by following these simple measures –  
it could save a bear’s life: 
 

Do not allow any wildlife access to human or 
domestic pet food. 
  
Keep trash containers serviced and secure.  

  
 Maintain a clean camp. 
 

Suspend food in backcountry areas a minimum  
of 10 feet above the ground. 
 
Immediately report bear activity to a Park Ranger or DFG. 

 
We all enjoy all the pleasures of wildlife viewing and we need to do our part to ensure a peaceful
coexistence with all native species including Black Bears. 

Golf Course News  
by Josh Heptig, G.C. superintendent
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Curious about what has or will be happening 
at our local golf courses?  Check out 
slocountygolfcourses.blogspot.com 
and get the scoop about maintenance 
practices, local event results, wildlife 
sightings, etc.   
 
The SLO golf cards, good at any of our three 
courses, will go on sale October 1st, so make 
sure to get yours and take advantage of 
special events, offers, and promotions 
available only to card holders.   
 
If you haven't been out to Chalk Mountain 
Golf Course within the past year stop by and 
experience the renovation improvements.  
Over the past 2 years the irrigation has been 
 
 

NEW PLAYGROUND AT LOPEZ LAKE: 
This new playground that replaced the outdated one near 
Mallard Cove has separate play areas for tots and older 
kids.  Play components include swings, slides, climbers, 
overhead activities, as well as imagination play features.  
The design incorporates ADA features such as accessible 
rubber mulch surfacing and handicapped parking giving 
accessibility to people with disabilities. A Federal Land and 
Water Conservation Fund Grant and the California 2002 
Resources Bond Act funded this project.   

upgraded, sand 
hazards renovated, 
tee boxes 
reconstructed, and 
the clubhouse and 
pro shop have been 
renovated as well! 

6 



What’s Happening with the…
               by Jan DiLeo, Park Planner 

Morro Bay to Cayucos Connector Project?  On June 2, 2009 the County hired SWCA to
complete an environmental impact report (EIR) for the Morro Bay to Cayucos Connector Project.
The EIR will review a proposed bike/pedestrian path connecting the City of Morro Bay to the
community of Cayucos.  The EIR will assess a route west of Highway 1 as well as a route east of
Highway 1. A Notice of Preparation (NOP) was issued by the County’s Planning and Building
Department on July 31,2009. A Scoping Meeting was held in Cayucos on August 10, 2009.  The
next step is for SWCA to produce a Draft EIR for public review.  
 
Bob Jones Trail between San Luis Obispo and Ontario Road?  This project would provide a
Class I bicycle/pedestrian corridor connecting the San Luis Obispo Land Conservancy Octagon
Barn (located on South Higuera, SLO) to the County’s Ontario Road Staging Area (located in Avila
Beach). The proposed extension would add 4.4 miles to the existing 2.5 mile-long County of SLO
Bob Jones Trail. Preliminary designs as well as draft federal and local environmental reports have
been completed. In June 2009, County Parks issued a request for consultant proposals to prepare
the project’s environmental impact report (EIR).  Consultant interviews are scheduled for August
2009. The Planning and Building Department hopes to hire an EIR consultant in the fall of 2009. 
  
Bob Jones Trail between San Miguel Street and Avila Park?  This project would provide a Class
I bicycle/pedestrian corridor connecting San Miguel Street to Avila Park. In addition, the project will
provide a traffic signal at the intersection of First Street/Avila Beach Drive. All permits have been
obtained and construction drawings are complete. The project is proposed on the Avila Beach Golf
Resort Property. Since late 2008, County Parks has been working with the owner of the Avila
Beach Golf Resort Property to finalize agreements. The agreements are now complete and
awaiting signatures.  County Parks hopes to take the final agreements to the Board of Supervisors
soon.  Once the agreements are approved the project can go out for construction bids.   
 
Proposed pedestrian/bicycle crossings under Highway 1 in the Cayucos area?  This project is
reviewing options for pedestrian/bike crossings over or under Highway 1 in the Cayucos area.  The
intent is to provide safe crossings connecting the east side of Cayucos with the west side. Sara
Kocher has been hired by County Parks to initiate a community survey. The survey should start in
September 2009.  Once completed, survey results will be taken to the Cayucos Citizens Advisory
Council for Council input.  
 
If you are not on the County’s noticing list for any of these projects but would like to be, or if you
have questions, please contact Jan Di Leo at (805) 781-4089 or via email at jdileo@co.slo.ca.us. 
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LOPEZ LAKE 
BOAT FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS COMPLETE!   
This project replaced the boarding floats at the marina boat 
launch and the courtesy "F" dock.  Construction 
improvements were completed in July 2009.  Funding for 
this project was made available from the California 
Department of Boating and Waterway's grant program. 
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Curtis Black ............................................ Parks Deputy Director 
Ernie Del Rio .......................................... Parks Superintendent 
Denis Philbin........................................... Parks Superintendent 
Josh Heptig............................................. Golf Course Superintendent 
Jan DiLeo ............................................... Senior Park Planner 
Shaun Cooper ........................................ Park Planner III 
Stacey King ............................................ Park Operations Coordinator 

 
Anna Diaz ............................................... Parks and SLO Vets Hall Reservations 
Tom Massey ........................................... MB & DC Golf Courses Supervisor           
Chuck Lowe ............................................ Supervising Park Ranger, Pecho Dist. 
Mark Wagner .......................................... Supervising Park Ranger, Mesa Dist. 
Ken Klis................................................... Supervising Park Ranger, Salinas Dist. 
Don Melin................................................ Supervising Park Ranger, Huasna Dist. 
 

 

From the Manager’s Desk . . . . . 
While spring is the usual season for new beginnings, San Luis Obispo County Parks is 
entering a new season, now in fall 2009. Long time County Parks Deputy Director and 
friend of those who treasure parks and open space, trails and community parks, golf 
courses and all forms of recreation – Pete Jenny has retired. Pete will remain in our 
community and vows to remain active in open space conservations efforts so we’re likely 
to see him frequently in the coming years. While Pete has retired, I have been selected 
to manage County Parks and Recreation programs. My name is Curtis Black and I will do 

my best to maintain his high standards of performance for the community. 
 
While this leadership change is significant you’ll be pleased to know that the same fine Park Rangers, Golf 
and Parks Administrative Staffs are still here and they continue to provide excellence for every park visitor 
and customer that they encounter. We will maintain our focus on preparing all of the park properties for 
your use, your family events and company picnics. It is our goal to have each site ready for you to create 
your fondest memories. We are human though, and we do live in a very tight economic climate. So let us 
know if we miss the mark – we’ll never stop trying to do better for you. Now, as Pete often said…. 

Go outside and play! 
                                                                                                            Curtis Black, Deputy Director-Parks

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

San Luis Obispo County Parks 
1087 Santa Rosa Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
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