
 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
& ACTIVITIES 

SLO COUNTY AMATEUR 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 

at Chalk Mt Golf Course 

MAY 22 & 23 

MOONLIT 

HORSEBACK RIDE 

at Lopez Lake 

Must have own horse 

7:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

MAY 29 

SMOKEY BEAR 

CAMPFIRE SHOW 

Lopez Lake at 8:30 p.m. 

MAY 29 

MONSTER SKATE PARK 

SERIES FINAL 

at Los Osos Skate Park 

Registration at 9:00 a.m. 

 JUNE 5 

CA DEPT FISH & GAME 

FREE FISHING DAY 

No fishing permit required. 

Entrance fees applies. 

JUNE 5 

KID'S FISHING JAMBOREE  

at Santa Margarita Lake 

JUNE 5 

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Info:  (805) 788-2415 

DAIRY CREEK WOMENS 

GOLF CLUB INVITIATIONAL 

at Dairy Creek Golf Course 

JUNE 7 

SLO SENIOR COUNTY 

AMATEUR 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 

at Dairy Creek & Chalk 

Mountain Golf Courses 

JUNE 15 & 16 

For a complete list of events  

go to: www.slocountyparks.org  

 

IT’S A RUFF LIFE
    by Bob Yetter, park ranger Specialist 

Progress In The Making 
         by Lynn Henricksen, Park Ranger III

BEFORE 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   

San Luis Obispo County Parks' Official Newsletter 
The Mariposa SPRING 2010

Introducing the latest addition to San Luis Obispo County’s
pack of dog parks. The new Cayucos Dog Park is located at
Norma Rose Park in Cayucos. This project, spear-headed by
Donna Dawson of the Cayucos Lioness Club, is being built and
maintained by volunteers thru our Adopt-A-Park Program. The
dog park is so new in fact, they just had their groundbreaking
ceremony on Saturday, May 8th. Over 35 people were in
attendence including District 2 Supervisor Bruce Gibson as well
as the park’s namesake, Norma Rosa.  Norma Rose Park
would not have been possible if it were not for her dedication
and advocacy for children’s outdoor recreational opportunities.  
 
Future park improvements will include a skate park, children's
playground, basketball court, restroom, and picnic areas.  The
skate park is planned to be approximately 10,000 square feet in
size. Construction improvements are pending the County Board
of Supervisors approval for construction, and authorization of
maintenance funding. 
 

                    

Donna Dawson and Norma Rose 
enjoying the celebration. 

In the middle of January work began to remove the old office trailer at Coastal Dunes RV Park.
The trailer was original to the campground and no longer functional.  Mesa District Park Rangers
removed the building and are now preparing the area for much needed additional Parking.
Rangers are also working on new picnic areas for campers and needed Infrastructure Repairs In
the Park. 

AFTER 



 

RECREATION 
PROGRAMS 

 

 

SUMMER YOGA 
w/ Shoosh 
at SLO Vets Hall  
Mon & Wed Evenings  
5:30pm - 6:30pm  
All levels welcome! 
Info: (805) 772-3560 

FREE YOGA FOR 
CANCER SURVIVORS 
at the SLO Vets Hall 
Wednesdays  
4:00pm – 5:00pm  
Info: (805) 772-3560 

SCOTTISH DANCE    
at SLO Vet’s Hall 
Wednesday Evenings 
6:30pm – 9:00pm 
Info: Barry Lewis at 
(805) 466-4631 

TANGO CLASSES 
at SLO Vets Hall 
Monday Evenings 
8:00pm - 10:00 pm 
Info: Rich Howe at  
(805) 783-0596 or 
www.slotango.org 

DOG TRAINING 
at Los Osos Red Barn 
Wednesday Evenings 
6:00pm – 9:00pm 
Saturday Mornings 
8:30am-10:30am               
Info: Eric Duggan at 
(805) 550-2292 

 

Jan DiLeo Senior Parks Planner Retires 

Behind the Scenes with Backcountry 
Horseman, Los Padres Unit 

           by Bill Chaides, Volunteer Project Leader, BCH 

Jan has been the lead for many of the most significant
County Parks planning and development projects. Her
outstanding dedication and knowledge of the planning
field are, without question, tops regionally and
throughout the industry. 
 
Besides Jan’s professionalism she brought a great
sense of humor into the mix with her comical twist on the
ordinary things in life.  Jan will be sorely missed here at
County Parks but she does plan to stay in the area and
will continue to work in the parks and open space
planning field.   Congratulations Jan and keep in touch! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

On Friday, April 23 current and former County Parks Staff as well as employees from 
Planning and the Board of Supervisors said a fond farewell to Parks’ Senior Planner 
Jan DiLeo at a luncheon gathering at the Graduate restaurant.   
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A Beautiful Day on the Falcon Trail 
 
On Saturday, April 24 Ranger Chuck Woodard led 4 eager participants
on a very vigorous hike along the Falcon Trail at Santa Margarita Lake.
The hike began with a short interpretive boat ride that took them to the
entrance of the Falcon Trail. Once they were on the trail they learned a
bit about geology, plants and wildlife while taking in wonderful views of
the lake and surrounding areas. They hiked this moderate to strenuous
trail for approximately 5.6 miles all the while experiencing a gorgeous
day and fantastic springtime views of the Los Padres National Forest.
Would you like to help organize a hike? For information on hiking
opportunities call (805) 788-2415. 

WANTED: 
CLASS 

CONTRACT 
INSTRUCTORS 

Do you have a hidden 
talent that you would like 
to share with others? 
Come and join our team 
and help us offer classes 
that help build healthy 
lifestyles as well as 
personal enrichment.  
 
If you are interested 
please contact Stacey 
King at (805) 781-4385.   

The Backcountry Horsemen Los Padres Unit has conducted several "Recon" and trail 
patrol missions and found areas in need of maintenance and/or improvements. At one 
point they discovered a very large downed tree that was blocking passage on the 
access road - backside of Santa Margarita Lake - at the trailhead.  That was cut and 
removed.  Further investigation led to a tree that had fallen right before the horse 
camp entrance (also on the back side).   
 
The unit conducted a work party and
removed that tree to allow access
on the road. A few other minor
obstructions were also removed.
 
The unit, assisted by Jeremy Lowe,
Ranger II, brought in horse panels
by boat to the horse camp and
assembled four more horse corrals,
moved the existing horse corrals to
the same area, which now totals six
enclosed corrals at the horse camp.



 

Congratulations to Shaun Cooper!

Enhancements At Coastal Dunes
by Kirsten Came, Administrative Asst II 

 

Morro Bay to Cayucos Connector Update
       by Shaun Cooper, Senior Planner
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Shaun Cooper, “Coop” as he is affectionately
known, will be taking the helm as our Park Senior
Planner.  Shaun was promoted to this position after
the recent retirement of Jan DiLeo. 
 
Shaun joined County Parks in 2004 and has
spearheaded many projects. Some of those projects
include the new docks, paving and playground at
Lopez Lake, restoration of the Rios Caledonia
Adobe, replacement of accessways in Cayucos and
the Biddle Park Master Plan. 
 
Shaun received his bachelor’s degree in Landscape
Architecture from Cal Poly.  He has worked in the
Park industry as a planner since 1994.  
 

A big “Thank You” goes out to Eve Vigil of the
San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden.  Parks
Staff wanted to enhance the front entrance of
Coastal Dunes RV Park and they needed a
little advise from experts. Eve was very helpful
and had a wealth of knowledge about the types
of plants to use in this climate zone.  She gave
staff some suggestions and although the plants
that were available were small, they were the
appropriate plants for this area and are
growing quickly. Thanks again Eve! Your
knowledge and continued support is
invaluable!  

The Morro Bay to Cayucos Connector Project is a bicycle/pedestrian path connecting
the Cloister’s Park in Morro Bay with Norma Rose Park in Cayucos. 
 
The Public Notice and Draft EIR for the Morro Bay to Cayucos Connector is available 
for public review on the County Parks website. Just copy the link
http://slocountyparks.org/information/parkprojects.htm. Once there, click on Morro Bay
to Cayucos. 
 
Comments on the Draft EIR are due June 3, 2010 (see the public notice for more
details).  It is anticipated the Parks and Recreation Commission will review this draft at
their regularly scheduled meeting on Thursday, May 27, 2010 at the County
Government Center Board Chambers, 1055 Monterey Street, San Luis Obispo. 

 
Arroyo Grande 
Elm Street Dog Park 

Atascadero 
Heilmann Dog Park 

Cambria 
Cambria Dog Park 

Cayucos 
Cayucos Dog Park 

Morro Bay 
Jody Giannini 

Dog Park 

Nipomo  
Nipomo Dog Park 

Templeton 
Templeton Dog Park 

San Luis Obispo 
El Chorro Dog Park 
Laguna Lake 

Dog Park 
 

In consideration of 
others using these 

parks please pick up 
after your mutt! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For additional dog park 
information go to  
www.slopost.org 

OFF- LEASH 
DOG PARKS IN 

SAN LUIS OBISPO 
COUNTY 

 

 



Storm Stories: winter of 2009/10
     by Jeremy lowe, park ranger ii, sml 

Mesa District Storm Report
by Mark Wagner, Supervising ranger 

 
AQUATICS 
PROGRAM 

 

 

 

 

All pools will open for 

summer beginning 

Saturday, May 29 and 

will remain open until 

Monday, September 6. 

For a complete list of 

pool locations and 

scheduling details go to 

www.slocountyparks.org 

SWIM LESSONS    
Tuesdays – Fridays 

2 weeks, ½ hour lesson 

Session I:  6/29 - 7/9 

Session II:  7/20 – 7/30 

 

THANK YOU LIONS 

CLUBS! 
Thanks again to the 

following Lions Clubs for 

their generous support 

in sponsoring 

Free Recreational Swim 

at their local 

community pool. 

San Miguel Lions 

Shandon Valley 

Lions 

Templeton Lions 

 

 

 

www.slocountyparks.org 

There was no major storm damage to
the Mesa District facilities even after
nearly 10 inches of rain in one week.
Several downed trees (photo right) and
lots of debris were cleared.  The Bob
Jones Bike Trail had to be closed as it
was littered with fallen tree branches
and debris; and San Luis Creek was on
the rise. High winds were a factor.
There was some erosion to the cypress
Ridge Trail and several buildings at
Coastal Dunes RV Park experienced
leaky roofs.  Your Parks Staff has been
working diligently to clean up the mess
and make your parks fun and safe.

Remember we are always at the mercy of the forces of nature. Nature
will persist, regardless of the business at hand. Telephone and power lines
and trees will topple, buildings will crumble and water will carve its way 
through the earth. 

Here at Santa Margarita Lake we are fortunate to work and recreate in
the beauty of nature. But nature’s beauty does not come without
consequence.  Since October 13, 2009 Santa Margarita Lake has been hit by
a series of storms. Each has tested our mettle and challenged us with
adversity. 

Massive Oak trees collapsed at our entrance station taking with them
the electricity to the park. Docks very large and heavy, were blown from their
anchors to the other side of the lake. Boats were blown upside down, nature
using their roofs as sails. Water overwhelmed our drainage systems forcing us
to fill sandbags in the pouring rain and pray for mercy. 
 Out here on the frontier of San Luis Obispo County there are days
when we are taken back to what it must have been like before modern 
technology, a time when relying on each other and hard work was the only
hope you had to weather the storm. If it was not for our dedicated staff and
fellow Rangers working together as a team, nature may have all but left us in 
her wake. 
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Dock floating free from anchor 

 



Volunteers Needed for Duna Vista 
Trail Extension Project 

Cal Poly Students Get Dirty!  

Thanks to a group of Cal Poly 
Students Coastal Dunes RV Park is 
a little cleaner…inside and out! 
 
As part of a class project Cal Poly 
students were required to volunteer 
at an agency or organization of their 
choice. County Parks was lucky 
enough to have been picked by this 
group.  They were very eager to 
help pick up litter that had 
accumulated along the fence 
surrounding Coastal Dunes 
property.  For over 2 hours the 

students concentrated their efforts along the eastern fence that backs up next to the
railroad tracks picking up over 5 large bags of trash and debris.   
 
Thanks again Micah, Jenny, Zack, Rosario and Clemente for a job well done!   

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES 

TRAIL WORK DAY ON 
NATIONAL TRAIL DAYS 
at Santa Margarita Lake. 

Saturday, June 5 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Help support your local 
trails by joining others  

Info: Holly (805) 544-1777 

KID’S FISHING CLINICS 
AT LOPEZ LAKE  

3rd Saturday of month 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

The Friends of Lopez Lake 
is looking for experienced 

anglers to help kids 
learn fishing ethics and 
conservation, knot tying, 

casting and more! 
Info: (805) 781-5930 

 FIRST SATURDAY  
WORK PARTIES 

1st Saturday of month 
Meet the Small Wilderness 

Area Preservation 
(S.W.A.P.) group on the  

 at North end of 
15th Street in Los Osos. 

Info: (805) 528-0392 
 

SAN LUIS OBISPO 
BOTANICAL GARDEN 
Help support the garden 

for a few hours each 
week, each month or 

during the year.  There is 
a job or task to fit your time 

allowance and interests. 
Info: (805) 541-1400 or 

www.slobg.org 
 

STAY CONNECTED... 
 and get involved in your 
community. Become a  

San Luis Obispo 
County Parks Volunteer.  

If you’re interested in 
adopting a trail, beach, 

park or project please email 
Holly at: info@ecoslo.org. 
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Volunteers are needed at Lopez Lake in May to help extend the Duna Vista trail.
This natural trail meanders around the north shore of the lake amidst wildflower
meadows and oak trees and is a favorite among hikers, equestrians and mountain
bikers. We’re looking for people who like to hike to help carry some supplies to the
work site on Saturday, May 22nd.   We’re also looking for people on Sunday, May
23rd to help cut the new section of trail and to build a retaining wall.  Trail builders
are likely to encounter some poison oak, so it is essential to wear a light weight long
sleeved shirt, long pants and sturdy shoes.  

Both events will run from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  Volunteers will meet across from the
Arboleda Group Day Use Picnic Area.  We will provide tools, tips, munchies &
drinks. All volunteers will get free admission to the park and are welcome to spend
the entire day hiking, swimming, fishing or simply doing nothing at all but enjoying
the last days of Spring. 

This event is being sponsored by the Central Coast Concerned Mountain Bikers,
Environmental Center of San Luis Obispo and San Luis Obispo County Parks.   For
more information and to register, please contact Holly Sletteland, ECOSLO
Volunteer Coordinator by email info@ecoslo.org or call (805) 544-1777.  

Dairy Creek Golf Course has been working with the 
Grizzly Youth Academy.  This program is part of 
Camp San Luis as a job-shadowing program that 
provides the cadet's exposure to different 
organizations and careers.  The program provides 
valuable training for students affording them the 
opportunity to become competent employees.  It 
also allows them to earn school credit for 
their attitudes, habits, and skills learned  
through supervised on-the-job training. 



New Docks Bring Anglers 
Closer to the Water 

by Don Melin, Supervising Ranger 

 

  
 

 

 

 
  

The arrival and installation of a new courtesy dock at Lopez Lake has
provided a new opportunity for anglers looking to get “on the water”. A California
Department of Boating and Waterways grant paid for new launch docks and
replacement of the old “F” courtesy dock. This dock is used as a staging area for
boats that have just launched, for loading and unloading of passengers and for
boaters needing to get gear from their vehicles. Having this dock in place keeps the
main launch docks less congested and keeps the boat launch ramp running
smoothly particularly during busy periods. The old “F” dock, while still structurally
sound, needed major renovation. All of the surface decking was rotted and many of
the supporting joists were deteriorated.   

Enter Lopez Park Rangers
led by Ranger Matt Mohle! Staff
stripped the decking, replaced all
of the degraded supports and
then replaced and treated the
new surface to make the dock
serviceable again. The dock has
since been re-commissioned and
is now a great place for fishermen
to access the boathouse cove.
Anglers have been using the dock
frequently as it is easy to access
and provides them with a new
and spacious fishing opportunity. 
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SAN LUIS OBISPOS 
COUNTY BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS 
ACTIONS: 

 
The San Luis Obispo 

County Board of 
Supervisors approved the 

following items at their 
meeting on 

Tuesday, May 11, 2010: 
 
 Accepted 
ordinances amending 
Title 11, Chapters 
11.04 and 11.20 of 
the County Code 
relating to the 
provision and 
operation of park and 
recreation facilities. 

11.04 – All Parklands 
except Nacimiento 
Lake 

11.20 – Nacimiento 
Lake  

 Accepted 16 
public trail easements 
located in the Salinas 
Planning area. 

A big “THANK YOU” goes out to the following businesses and organizations for
their sponsorships.  We also want to give an EXTRA “THANK YOU” to the
Friends of Lopez Lake for their donation of 8 boogie boards and to the Sea
Shanty for 4 boogie boards! We appreciate all of your generous donations and
support of our Junior Lifeguard Program. 

Cayucos Beach Junior Lifeguard 
Sponsors! 

 

Cayucos 
Lioness 

Club 

CAYUCOS BEACH 
JUNIOR 

LIFEGUARDS 
  

SESSION 1: 6/28 – 7/16 
SESSION 2: 7/26 – 8-13 

 
County Parks prides 

itself in offering one of 
the best Junior Lifeguard 
Programs on the central 

coast. We emphasize 
healthy exercise and 
teamwork as well as 

developing open water 
swim and rescue skills.  

$185 per session 
 

Registration forms are 
available online at 

www.slocountyparks.org 



 
ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS 

 
PARKS COMMISSION 

meetings are open to the 
public and take place on 
the 4th Thursday of the 

month at 6:00p.m. in the 
County Government 

Center Board Chambers 
located at 1055 

Monterey Street in SLO 
 

PARKS 
COMMISSIONERS 

Deanne Gonzales 
Vice Chair, 
Representing District 1 for 
Supervisor Frank Mecham 

Pandora Nash-Karner 
Representing District 2 for 
Supervisor Bruce Gibson 

Bruce Hilton 
Chair, 
Representing District 3 for 
Adam Hill 
 
Paul Teixeira  
Representing District 4 for 
Supervisor Katcho 
Achadjian 

Rick Mathews 
Representing District 5 for 
Supervisor Jim Patterson 

TRAILS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

meetings are on the 
2nd Tuesday, every 

other month.  
Guests are welcome.  

Applications for 
membership are 

available at meetings. 
Call at 781-5930 or 
email Ernie Del Rio, 

Parks Superintendent at 
edelrio@co.slo.ca.us  

 
www 

 
 

www.slocountyparks.org 

Coastal District (Pecho) 
 
Replaced roof on the Hardie Pool restroom 
Roof and door replacement on Shamel Park maintenance office 
Los Osos Park received a new enclosed bulletin board as part of an Eagle 

Scout Project 
New creek crossing at Cuesta Park for vehicle traffic is being built and will be 

installed just in time for Memorial Day weekend 
El Chorro Park playground and climbing rock areas will have an layer of safety 

wood chips added 
New wheelchair accessible drinking fountain has been installed near the Poppy 

Group Area restroom 
Shamel and Hardie Pool drains have been replaced  
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What’s Happening in the... 

South County District (Mesa) 
 
Pool repairs and upgrades were completed at Coastal Dunes RV Park 
Replaced Avila Plaza traffic barriers with locking metal bollards that have 
      better safety and removal features 
Widened entrance area near Nipomo Park’s Tefft Street kiosk 

Nipomo Park volunteer project that included planting trees, replacing bollards, 
litter pick up and weeding 

Hosted a volunteer event with ECOSLO at Bob Jones Bike Trail 
Installed new windscreens at the Nipomo Park tennis courts 
Created electrical access for motorized beach wheelchair used at Avila Beach 
Paving work completed on the visitor parking area at Coastal Dunes RV Park 

North County District (Salinas) 
 
 Pool resurfacing, drains, repairs and upgrades were completed at Santa 

Margarita Lake, Templeton, San Miguel and C.W. Clarke (Shandon) Pools
 Heilmann Park water park play area controller/transmitter upgrades 
 Painting and roof repairs on White Oak restroom at Santa Margarita Lake 
 Salsipuedes Trail route corridor is being identified by Central Coast 

Concerned Mountain Bikers and San Luis Obispo Parks Open Space & 
Trails Foundation 

 

KUDOS  
Thanks to their hard work and persistence Parks 
Superintendent, Ernie Del Rio, Park Ranger 
Specialist, Jim Hickok worked with the San Miguel 
Community Services District (SMCSD) to save 
County Parks $26,000! 
 
County Parks received a water bill from the SMCSD  
and after further investigation an error was found in 
our favor.  Instead of owing money to the district we 
ended up with a credit! Thanks to Ernie, Jim and the 
SMCSD for their diligence in finding and fixing the 
billing errors. 
 

Delivering Excellence!

 

Ernie Del Rio

Jim Hickok



 
Curtis Black.............................................GSA Deputy Director - Parks 
Ernie Del Rio...........................................Parks Superintendent 
Denis Philbin ...........................................Parks Superintendent 
Josh Heptig .............................................Golf Course Superintendent 
Shaun Cooper.........................................Senior Park Planner 
vacant .....................................................Park Planner III 

 
Stacey King ............................................ Park Operations Coordinator 
vacant ..................................................... Supervising Park Ranger, Pecho Dist. 
Mark Wagner .......................................... Supervising Park Ranger, Mesa Dist. 
Ken Klis .................................................. Supervising Park Ranger, Salinas Dist. 
Don Melin ............................................... Supervising Park Ranger, Huasna Dist. 
Anna Diaz ............................................... Administrative Assistant III, Reservations         

 

From the Directors Chair . . . . . 
The fall and winter rains of 2009 continued right into spring of 2010! Many of the articles in 
this edition of Mariposa provide you with an idea of how hard our Golf Greenskeepers and 
Park Rangers have worked to repair damage caused this storm season. These efforts 
continue as fallen trees have been removed, bridge and pier repairs are in progress and 
everyone pitches in to prepare the parks and golf courses for you! 
 
Heavy storms and high rainfall are not all bad news of course. Our trees and landscapes 

are refreshed. Santa Margarita Lake reached full capacity, began to run over the spillway in late February 
and is now at capacity. Our larger reservoir, Lake Lopez continues to fill and has reached the level of 
62.7% of capacity. This means you will have lots to do at our parks and campgrounds! Full lakes will 
provide plenty of room for your fishing, boating and water sports.  
 
Now is the time to go out and enjoy your County Parks and Golf Courses. Place your reservations right 
away as campgrounds and special event space have been filling up quickly. Give our friendly reservations 
staff a call at (805) 781-5930 and we’ll do our best to help you and your family create memories to last a 
lifetime! 

                                                                                               Curtis Black, GSA Deputy Director-Parks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

San Luis Obispo County Parks 
1087 Santa Rosa Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
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