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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL PS- #1029 
PRELIMINARY DESIGN ANALYSIS AVILA TO HARFORD PIER PATH 

 
June 16, 2009 

 
 
 
The County of San Luis Obispo is currently soliciting proposals for professional services for 
the completion of a preliminary design analysis for the Avila to Harford Pier Path as noted 
herein. 
 
Each proposal shall specify each and every item as set forth in the attached specifications.  
Any and all exceptions must be clearly stated in the proposal.  Failure to set forth any item in 
the specifications without taking exception may be grounds for rejection.  The County of San 
Luis Obispo reserves the right to reject all proposals and to waive any informalities. 
 
If your firm is interested and qualified, please submit nine (9) copies of your proposal by 3:00 
p.m. on July 21, 2009 to: 
 

County of San Luis Obispo 
Debbie Belt, GSA - Purchasing 

1087 Santa Rosa Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 

 
If you have any questions about the proposal process, please contact me.  For technical 
questions and information contact Shaun Cooper at (805) 781-4388. 
 
 
 
 
DEBBIE BELT 
Buyer – GSA - Purchasing 
dbelt@co.slo.ca.us 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F:\PUBLIC\2184\BIDSLONG\DB\Year 2009\1029rfp.doc 
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TO:  ALL PROSPECTIVE PROPOSERS 
SUBJECT: LOCAL PROPOSERS PREFERENCE 
 
The County of San Luis Obispo has established a local vendor preference.  All informal and 
formal Request for Proposals for contracts will be evaluated with a 5% preference for local 
vendors.  Note the following exceptions: 
 
 1. Those contracts which State Law or, other law or regulation precludes this local 

preference. 
 2. Public works construction projects. 
 
A "local" vendor will be approved as such when, 1) It conducts business in an office with a 
physical location within the County of San Luis Obispo; 2) It holds a valid business license 
issued by the County or a city within the County; and 3) Business has been conducted in 
such a manner for not less than six (6) months prior to being able to receive the preference. 
 
As of March 3, 1994 individual County Buyers evaluate RFP’s (Request for Proposals) 
considering the local vendor preference described above.  The burden of proof will lie with 
proposers relative to verification of "local" vendor preference.  Should any questions arise, 
please contact a buyer at (805) 781-5200.  All prospective proposers are encouraged to 
quote the lowest prices at which you can furnish the items or services listed in County 
proposals. 
 
  

YES 
 

NO 
 
Do you claim local vendor preference? 

  

 
Do you conduct business in an office with a physical 
location within the County of San Luis Obispo? 

  

 
Business Address: ___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

 
Years at this Address: __________________________________________________
 
Does your business hold a valid business license issued 
by the County or a City within the County? 

  

 
Name of Local Agency which issued license: ________________________________
 

 
Business Name:________________________________________________________  

Authorized Individual:____________________  Title:___________________________  

Signature:_____________________________  Dated: _________________________  
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PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL AND SELECTION 
 
1. All proposals, consisting of nine, (9) copies must be received by mail, recognized 

carrier, or hand delivered no later than 3:00 p.m. on July 21, 2009.  Late proposals 
will not be considered. 

 
2. All correspondence should be directed to: 
 

San Luis Obispo County 
General Services Agency 
1087 Santa Rosa Street 

San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 
ATTN: Debbie Belt 

Telephone: (805) 781-5903 
 
3. Costs of preparation of proposals will be borne by the proposer. 
 
4. It is preferred that all proposals be submitted on recycled paper, printed on two sides. 
 
5. Selection of qualified proposers will be by an approved County procedure for awarding 

professional contracts. 
 
6. This request does not constitute an offer of employment or to contract for services. 
 
7. The County reserves the option to reject any or all proposals, wholly or in part, 

received by reason of this request. 
 
8. The County reserves the option to retain all proposals, whether selected or rejected.  

Once submitted, the proposals and any supplemental documents become the property 
of the County. 

 
9. All proposals shall remain firm for sixty (60) days following closing date for receipt of 

proposals. 
 
10. The County reserves the right to award the contract to the firm who presents the 

proposal which in the judgment of the County, best accomplishes the desired results, 
and shall include, but not be limited to a consideration of the professional service fee. 

 
11. Selection will be made on the basis of the proposals as submitted.  The Selection 

Committee may deem it necessary to interview applicants.  The County retains the 
right to interview applicants as part of the selection process. 

 
12. The proceedings of the Selection Committee are confidential.  Members of the 

Selection Committee are not to be contacted by the proposers. 
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SECTION 1- GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
1.1  PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of the project is to identify corridor options for the Avila to Harford Pier Path.  
The proposed bike/pedestrian corridor would extend from Avila Beach Park to Harford Pier.  
In addition, the project will include an analysis of corridor options associated with crossing 
San Luis Obispo Creek, in the vicinity of Avila Beach Drive, with a pedestrian/bicycle bridge.  
 
1.2  RIGHT OF REJECTION 
 
The County reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received as a result of this 
request.  The County will not pay for the consultant obtaining information for this proposal.  
The County is not liable for costs incurred by firms prior to issuance of a contract.  The 
County may negotiate separately with any source in any manner necessary to serve the best 
interest of the County.  This request for proposals is made for information and planning 
purposes only.  Awards (if made) will not be made solely on the basis of proposals resulting 
from this request. 
 
1.3  HOW TO SUBMIT PROPOSALS 
 
In order for proposals to be examined and evaluated by the General Services Agency, the 
County is requesting nine (9) copies of the proposals.  Proposals must be delivered no later 
than 3:00 p.m. on July 21, 2009.  Please ship copies so as to insure prompt delivery to: 

County of San Luis Obispo 
Debbie Belt, General Services Agency 

1087 Santa Rosa Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 

 
Once submitted, the proposals and any supplementary documents become the property of 
the County. 
 
1.4  ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL CONTENT 
 
If a contract is awarded as a result of a response to this request, the County will select the 
successful individual or firm as quickly as possible after the final date for receipt of the 
proposals.  The final award is contingent upon successful contract(s) negotiations. 
 
It is likely that the content of the proposal of the successful bidder will be used in a legal 
contract of agreement.  Bidders should be aware that methods and procedures proposed are 
likely to become contractual obligations. 
 
1.5  INQUIRIES 
 
If the consultant has any questions regarding the proposal process please, please contact 
Debbie Belt at (805) 781-5903.  For technical questions and information contact Shaun 
Cooper at (805) 781-4388. 



County of San Luis Obispo RFP PS- #1029 June 16, 2009  Page 5 
PRELIMINARY DESIGN ANALYSIS AVILA TO HARFORD PIER PATH 

 

 

 
1.6  CONTRACT AMOUNT 
 
The consultant shall prepare a fixed cost estimate for the services requested in this RFP.  
The consultant’s estimate is to include the extent of work that will be accomplished.  
Additional community meetings and public hearings beyond the number specified in the RFP 
are to be bid on a time and materials per meeting basis.  Proposals shall include the cost of 
deliverables (see Appendix A for required deliverables). 
 
 
SECTION 2- PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
2.1  BACKGROUND 
 
The Avila to Harford Pier Path would provide off street, non-motorized transportation access 
and extraordinary coastal access between the Community of Avila Beach and the Harford 
Pier, at Port San Luis. Currently the only access between the two points is via Avila Beach 
Drive.  This project is identified in the 2006 Parks and Recreation Element and is a critical 
segment of the California Coastal Trail, and identified in the 2005 Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP).  
 
The County will fund this project with state and local grant funding. 
 
2.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The proposed Avila to Harford Pier path would be a non-motorized bike/pedestrian corridor 
linking Avila Beach Park, in the unincorporated community of Avila Beach, to the Harford 
Pier, at Port San Luis.  The path would run parallel to Avila Beach Drive. Currently this 
approximately 1 mile stretch of Avila Beach Drive is a curving, two-lane road with parking on 
both sides for most of its length.  The intent of the project is to complete a portion of the 
California Coastal trail and thereby provide (1) a pedestrian corridor along the ocean, (2) 
bicycle access separated from the street and motor vehicles, (3) improved access for those 
with disabilities, and (4) areas to view the beach between Avila Beach and the Harbor.  In 
addition to people walking and biking from Avila Beach to the Port, the proposed path would 
also benefit people walking to the two beach access points in the center of this stretch of 
Avila Beach Drive. 
 
Possible route locations include the south side (ocean side) of Avila Beach Drive, the north 
side of Avila Beach Drive, both sides of Avila Beach Drive, or on the hillside north of Avila 
Beach Drive.  Three to five alternative concepts shall be developed for consideration. 
 
San Luis Obispo County Public Works is investigating the possibility of stabilizing the bluff 
along a portion of the Avila Beach Drive south shoulder, west of the San Luis Creek Bridge.  
The stabilizing work is needed to protect the road shoulder from bluff erosion.  This may be 
an opportunity coordinate the path plans with their improvements in this area. 
 
Cal Poly has plans to make improvements to their fenced Pier complex.  This may provide an 
opportunity to coordinate the path plans with their improvements. 
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2.3 LOCATION 
 
The project would be located along Avila Beach Drive between the community of Avila Beach 
and Port San Luis.  The community is located in the coastal zone of San Luis Obispo County, 
within the County’s San Luis Bay Area Plan.  Avila Beach is an unincorporated area with a 
population of approximately 999.  See Figure 1 for the project’s location (attached). 
 
 
SECTION 3 - SCOPE OF WORK 
 
3.1 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The consultant assistance is being requested in order to provide adequate base data and 
complete a preliminary design.  The consultant would: (a) obtain base data (such as aerials, 
a survey, and geotechnical data), (b) prepare three to five concept plans, (c) prepare cost 
estimates, (c) provide recommendations for design options, and (d) prepare the project’s 
preliminary design (once all options have been evaluated) such that the County may apply for 
required permits.  The consultant should rank the design options in terms of design factors 
and cost. 
 
Consultants will need to coordinate with the County Teama, County departments, regulatory 
agencies, and outside agencies, such as Port San Luis, State Parks, California Coastal 
Commission, and Cal Poly. 
 
3.2 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The County has the following documents available for review: 
• 2001 Feasibility study prepared by Design, Community & Environment 
 Available at San Luis Obispo County Parks 

• San Luis Bay Area Plan 
 http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Assets/PL/Area+Plans/San+Luis+Bay+Coastal+Area+Plan.pdf 
• County Land Use Ordinance 
 http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/General_Plan__Ordinances_and_Elements/Land_Use_Ordinances.htm 
• County Noise Element 
 http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/General_Plan__Ordinances_and_Elements/Elements.htm 

• Agriculture and Open Space Element 
 http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/General_Plan__Ordinances_and_Elements/Elements.htm 

• County Parks and Recreation Element 
 http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/planning/General_Plan__Ordinances_and_Elements/Elements.htm 

• County Bikeways Plan 
 http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/PW/Traffic/BAC/County_Bikeways_Plan__2005_Update_.htm 

• SLOCOG’s Regional Transportation Plan 
 http://www.slocog.org/cm/Publications_and_Reports/Regional_Transportation_Plan.html 

                                                 

a
 The County Team may include representatives from the County Public Works Department, the County Parks Division, Port San Luis, the Avila Valley 

Advisory Council, the a Avila Beach Community Services District, the Avila Business Association, and State Parks. 
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3.3 SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 
 

Task 1 - Aerial Mapping 
Completion of this task includes: 

 1. Obtaining color aerial photos for the project area. (The County has aerial photos 
that may be suitable) 

 2. Providing aerial mapping of the project area and the proposed project.  The 
mapping shall include relevant data (as identified below) for an approximately 100 
foot wide corridor (for each alternative identified).  The map will have a 100-foot 
scale, with 2-foot contours marked.  Relevant data shall include site topography, 
and the location of utilities, existing streets, existing structures, found monuments, 
creeks (i.e., their estimated top of bank and flow line), top of coastal bluff, toe of 
coastal bluff, mean high tide line, vegetation clusters, assessor parcel lines, 
assessor parcel numbers, and areas subject to flooding. 

 3. The aerial mapping shall be updated based on the information obtained in Task 2.  
Once the map(s) has been completed, the aerial map(s) will be provided to the 
County for review.  The County Team will review the map(s) and provide 
comments to the Consultant via the County Parks Division.  Once the Parks 
Division provides final comments regarding the map(s), the Consultant shall 
provide a final map(s) consistent with the County’s comments. 

 
Task 2 - Field Survey 
The consultant shall perform a field survey of the project limits.  The survey shall 
include the location of those items designated in Task 1 (2).  High-risk utilities and fiber 
optic lines shall be field located and vertical and horizontal locations marked on 
subsequent plans. 

 
Task 3 - Base Map 
The Consultant shall create a base map.  The base map shall be based on Task 1 and 
2.  A draft map shall be provided to the County in both a digital and hard copy format 
for review and approval.  Once the County Team approves the base map, a final base 
map shall be provided to the County in a digital format (acceptable to the County) and 
as a hard copy. 
 
Task 4 - Meetings 
The consultant shall participate in at least six meetings (including a kick-off meeting) 
with the County Team.  The majority of these meetings will be to discuss route and 
design options with the County Team.  Meetings will be conducted to provide direction, 
assess data, and to obtain input.  In addition, the consultant shall participate in two to 
three community workshop meetings.  The workshop meetings will be held to provide 
the public with information regarding the proposed project.  The Consultant’s proposal 
should include the cost for additional meetings on an hourly basis. 
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Task 5 - Path Concepts 
The consultant shall develop three to five corridor concepts for review and discussion.  
The concepts should be based on realistic, potential locations for the Avila to Harford 
Pier Path.  The concepts should include necessary project components such as 
parking or connections to available parking. The concept drawings shall include typical 
preliminary sections, which may be included in the project’s design such as retaining 
walls, culverts, bridges, etc.  The corridor concepts may be suggested by the project 
Consultant in conjunction with the County Team. 

 
Task 6 - Path Concepts - Data 
In conjunction with Task 5, the project consultant will develop cost analysis data for the 
concepts and assemble other data (such as rough grading estimates, etc.), which 
should be considered with that particular concept design.  Future maintenance costs 
should also be considered for each concept design. 

 
Task 7 - Preliminary Design 
Based on the input from the public workshops, and the County Team, the consultant 
will develop a preliminary project design.  The preliminary design will include a 
preferred route, a detailed site plan, a grading plan, typical sections (including typical 
bridge crossings), cross sections in relevant areas, a preliminary cost opinion, and 
other details such as proposed signs, bike path markings, etc.  This plan shall be 
suitable for environmental review and permit review purposes. 

 
Task 6 - Deliverables 

 The consultant shall provide all documents consistent with Appendix A (attached). 
 
 
SECTION 4- PROPOSAL CONTENT 
 
4.1 FORM 
 
Eight copies of the consultant’s proposal and supporting materials shall be submitted for 
evaluation.  Legibility, clarity and completeness are essential.  Proposals should provide 
assurance that the firm has the professional capability to satisfactorily complete all tasks as 
described in this RFP. 
 
4.2 PERSONNEL AND EXPERIENCE 
 
Describe the contribution of each key person and the approximate amount of time to be 
devoted to the project.  Include a resume for each of the key personnel detailing their special 
qualifications applicable to the project.  Describe the firm’s qualifications in relationship to the 
required services.  Summarize past projects of a similar nature that the consultant’s firm has 
completed.  If subcontractors are to be used, describe the methods that will be used to 
assure their cooperation and performance. 
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4.3 COORDINATION 
 
Describe the process for maintaining a close working relationship between the consultant and 
the County project manager.  Considerable merit will be placed on a relationship in which 
County staff is frequently and completely briefed on all work in process. 
 
4.4 TASK TIMETABLE AND COST ESTIMATES 
 
The proposal shall contain the tasks required to complete the project with a completion target 
date for each task.  The consultant shall estimate the costs per task.  The proposal shall 
include a table, which specifies the following for each task: assigned personnel, number of 
hours to be spent, and rate/hour, total cost.  This table shall be divided to show the costs 
related to the preparation of the Preliminary Design Analysis. 
 
County Budget.  Proposal amounts will be considered a factor in selecting a consultant.  
Services will be billed on the basis of actual time and materials expended.  The consultant 
may submit invoices monthly to the County of San Luis Obispo, General Services Agency - 
Parks Division.  A maximum of seventy-five percent of the maximum charges shall be 
payable upon delivery of the Draft Preliminary Design and cost estimate, the remaining 25% 
of the maximum charges shall not be payable until the project’s Final Preliminary Design and 
cost estimate has been delivered to the General Services Agency - Parks Division. 
 
4.5 OBJECTIVITY 
 
Proposals shall certify that the consultant, principals, and subcontractors (if used) have the 
capacity to submit a neutral and unbiased preliminary design. 
 
4.6 SCOPE REVISIONS 
 
The consultant is encouraged to contribute creative ideas to this scope of work.  If the 
consultant identifies areas of concern or alternative methodologies not mentioned in this 
request, they should be described in the consultant’s proposal and included in the cost 
estimate. 
 
 
SECTION 5 - PROPOSAL EVALUATION 
 
The County of San Luis Obispo will evaluate the proposals based on, but not limited to, the 
following criteria: 
 
5.1 UNDERSTANDING THE SCOPE OF WORK 
 

A. Demonstrated understanding of the project objectives and the work to be completed. 
 B. Consultant’s approach to accomplishing the scope of work. 
 C. Demonstrated knowledge of San Luis Obispo County issues. 



County of San Luis Obispo RFP PS- #1029 June 16, 2009  Page 10 
PRELIMINARY DESIGN ANALYSIS AVILA TO HARFORD PIER PATH 

 

 

 
 
5.2 METHODS AND PROCEDURES 
 

A. Consultant’s general approach to evaluating the issues. 
 B. Complete description of the procedures and analytical methods to be used. 
 C. Adequacy and creativity of the proposal. 
 
5.3 MANAGEMENT, PERSONNEL AND EXPERIENCE 
 

A. Qualifications of each participant and overall “skill-mix” for the firm. 
 B. Prior experience and quality of similar projects. 
 C. Information obtained by contacting the consultant’s references. 
 
5.4 CONSULTATIONS AND COORDINATION 
 
 A. Procedures to be used to ensure close contact between consultant and the County’s 

project team. 
 B. Demonstrated experience working with local governments. 
 
5.5 COST ESTIMATES 
 
 The proposal is to include: 
 A. Timetable and costs for completing the project, the totals for each component. 
 B. Use of professional and nonprofessionals for the appropriate tasks in the proposal. 
 C. Quality of product and extent of scope delivered for the consultant’s fee. 
 D. Cost estimates for each proposed work project. 
 
 
SECTION 6 - INSURANCE AND PROPOSED SCHEDULE 
 
6.1 INSURANCE/INDEMNIFICATION 
 

Insurance coverage and indemnification for proposed services shall be provided pursuant 
to county requirements.  Clauses required in contract documents are attached (see 
Appendix B).  Further information about county insurance and indemnification 
requirements is available upon request. 
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APPENDIX A 

DELIVERABLES 
 
The consultant shall provide all text formats for all text documents, tables, chart, and 
illustrations shall be 8-1/2" x 11" vertical.  If oversize inclusions are necessary, they will be 
11" x 17".  Document covers for all related documents shall be coordinated so they appear as 
a “set”.  All draft and final documents shall be two-sided, black ink, on white or light recycled 
stock paper.  This information (i.e., Draft and Final Design Analysis) shall also be provided 
electronically in Word Format and on diskettes; all tables, charts, and illustrations are to be 
scanned or otherwise electronically inserted into the document as digital image files 
(manually “pasted-up” pages are not acceptable).  Any spreadsheets or databases developed 
for these documents shall also be included on the above-referenced diskettes, using 
Microsoft Access/Excel format and convertible to DBF file format. 
Any geographic information electronically mapped as part of any County project shall be 
provided as a .SHP file, a format compatible with ESRI’s ArcView GIS software program, and 
shall be registered to the California State Plane NAD 83, Zone 5 coordinate system, units in 
feet. A .PRJ file shall be included reflecting this coordinate system. All .SHP files submitted 
shall include sufficient metadata compatible with the ArcCatalog .XML format. This metadata 
shall include at minimum the following: 

• An abstract containing a brief narrative summary of the data set including levels 
of   accuracy and methods of data capture.  

• Purpose for creating the data with a summary of the intentions with which the 
data set   was developed  

• Citation including the name of the organization and/or individual that developed 
the   dataset  

• Maintenance requirements noting the frequency with which changes (if any are 
necessary) are made to the data set after the initial data set is completed  

• Theme key words associated with the data set  
• Contact information for the creator of the data set and for the creator of the 

metadata  
• Date the data was published 

Descriptive text, thoroughly defining all features within each mapped data set, shall be 
incorporated into the data attribute tables. If codes or abbreviations were used for data 
attributes then a .LYR or other document explaining the codes shall be included. If maps 
were created in ArcView, an .MXD file shall be included showing proper final map layout with 
any necessary symbolization. Map symbology shall be provided in a .LYR file, which the 
County can import into any subsequent maps if desired.  
 
Deliverables shall include: 
 
1. 8 copies of the Final Base Map (hard copy) and two CDs. 

 
2. 8 copies of the Three to Five Concepts (hard copy) and two CDs. 

 
3. 8 copies of the Draft Preliminary Design (hard copy). 

 
4. 8 copies of the Final Preliminary Design (hard copy) and two CDs. 
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APPENDIX B 
ATTACHMENT TO RFP 

 
Indemnification:  To the fullest extent permitted by law, Consultant shall defend, indemnify 
and hold harmless the County, its officers and employees from all claims, demands, 
damages, costs, expenses, judgments, attorney fees, or other losses that may be asserted 
by any person or entity, including Consultant that arise out of, pertain to, or relate to the 
negligence, recklessness, or willful misconduct of Consultant and/or its agents, employees or 
sub consultants. The obligation to indemnity shall be effective and shall extend to all such 
claims or losses in their entirety.  However, this indemnity will not extend to any claims or 
losses arising out of the sole negligence or willful misconduct of the County, its officers and 
employees. 
 
Insurance: Consultant, at its sole cost and expense, shall purchase and maintain the 
insurance policies set forth below on all of its operations under this Agreement.  Such policies 
shall be maintained for the full term of this Agreement and the related warranty period (if 
applicable) and shall provide products/completed operations coverage for four (4) years 
following completion of Consultant’s work under this Agreement and acceptance by the 
County.  Any failure to comply with reporting provisions(s) of the policies referred to above 
shall not affect coverage provided to the County, its officers, employees, volunteers and 
agents.  For purposes of the insurance policies required hereunder, the term “County” shall 
include officers, employees, volunteers and agents of the County of San Luis Obispo, 
California, individually or collectively. 

1. Minimum Scope and Limits of Required Insurance Policies.  The following policies 
shall be maintained with insurers authorized to do business in the State of 
California or insurers approved by the County’s Risk Manager and shall be issued 
under forms of policies satisfactory to the County: 

a. Commercial General Liability Insurance Policy (“CGL”).  Policy shall 
include coverage at least as broad as set forth in Insurance Services 
Office (herein “ISO”) Commercial General Liability coverage. (Occurrence 
Form CG 0001) with policy limits not less than the following: 

    $1,000,000 each occurrence (combined single limit); 

    $1,000,000 for personal injury liability; 

    $1,000,000 aggregate for products-completed operations; and,  

    $1,000,000 general aggregate. 

The general aggregate limits shall apply separately to Consultant’s work 
under this Agreement. 

b. Business Automobile Liability Policy (“BAL”).  Policy shall include 
coverage at least as broad as set forth in Insurance Services Office 
Business Automobile Liability Coverage, Code 1 “Any Auto” (Form CA 
0001).  This policy shall include a minimum combined single limit of not 
less than One-million ($1,000,000) dollars for each accident, for bodily 
injury and/or property damage.  Such policy shall be applicable to 
vehicles used in pursuit of any of the activities associated with this 
Agreement.  Consultant shall not provide a Comprehensive Automobile 
Liability policy which specifically lists scheduled vehicles without the 
express written consent of County. 
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c. Workers’ Compensation And Employers’ Liability Insurance Policy 

(“WC/EL”).  This policy shall include at least the following coverages and 
policy limits: 
(i) Workers’ Compensation insurance as required by the laws of the 

State of California; and  
(ii) Employer’s Liability Insurance Coverage B with coverage amounts 

not less than one million ($1,000,000) dollars each accident/Bodily 
Injury (herein “BI”); one million ($1,000,000) dollars policy limit BI 
by disease; and, one million ($1,000,000) dollars each employee 
BI by disease. 

d. Professional Liability Insurance Policy (“PL”).  This policy shall cover 
damages, liabilities, and costs incurred as a result of Consultant’s 
professional errors and omissions or malpractice.  This policy shall 
include a coverage limit of at least One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) per 
claim, including the annual aggregate for all claims (such coverage shall 
apply during the performance of the services under this Agreement and 
for two (2) years thereafter with respect to incidents which occur during 
the performance of this Agreement).  Consultant shall notify the County if 
any annual aggregate is eroded by more than seventy-five percent (75%) 
in any given year. 

2. Deductibles and Self-insurance Retentions.  Any deductibles and/or self-
insured retentions which apply to any of the insurance policies referred to 
above shall be declared in writing by Consultant and approved by the County 
before work is begun pursuant to this Agreement.  At the option of the County, 
Consultant shall either reduce or eliminate such deductibles or self-insured 
retentions as respect the County, its officers, employees, volunteers and 
agents, or shall provide a financial guarantee satisfactory to the County 
guaranteeing payment of losses and related investigations, claim 
administration, and/or defense expenses.  

3. Endorsements.  All of the following clauses and endorsements, or similar 
provisions, are required to be made a part of insurance policies indicated in 
parentheses below: 
a. A “Cross Liability”, “Severability of Interest” or “Separation of Insureds” 

clause (CGL & BAL); 
b. The County of San Luis Obispo, its officers, employees, volunteers and 

agents are hereby added as additional insureds with respect to all 
liabilities arising out of Consultant’s performance of work under this 
Agreement (CGL & BAL); 

c. If the insurance policy covers an “accident” basis, it must be changed to 
“occurrence” (CGL & BAL); 

d. This policy shall be considered primary insurance with respect to any 
other valid and collectible insurance County may possess, including any 
self-insured retention County may have, and any other insurance County 
does possess shall be considered excess insurance only and shall not be 
called upon to contribute to this insurance (CGL & BAL); 
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e. No cancellation or non-renewal of this policy shall be effective until written 

notice has been given at least thirty (30) days prior to the effective date of 
such cancellation to County at the address set forth below (CGL, BAL, 
WC/EL & PL).  Consultant shall provide a thirty (30) days written notice to 
County prior to implementation of a reduction of limits or material change 
of insurance coverage as specified herein; 

f. Consultant and its insurers shall agree to waive all rights of subrogation 
against the County, its officers, employees, volunteers and agents for any 
loss arising under this Agreement (CGL); and  

g. Deductibles and self-insured retentions must be declared (All Policies). 
4. Absence of Insurance Coverage.  County may direct Consultant to 

immediately cease all activities with respect to this Agreement if it determines 
that Consultant fails to carry, in full force and affect, all insurance policies with 
coverages at or above the limits specified in this Agreement.  Any delays or 
expense caused due to stopping of work and change of insurance shall be 
considered Consultant’s delay and expense.  At the County’s discretion, under 
conditions of lapse, the County may purchase appropriate insurance and 
charge all costs related to such policy to Consultant. 

5. Proof of Insurance Coverage And Coverage Verification.  Prior to 
commencement of work under this Agreement, and annually thereafter for the 
term of this Agreement, Consultant, or each of Consultant’s insurance brokers 
or companies, shall provide County a current copy of a Certificate of 
Insurance, on an Accord or similar form, which includes complete policy 
coverage verification, as evidence of the stipulated coverages.  All of the 
insurance companies providing insurance for Consultant shall have, and 
provide evidence of, a Best Rating Service rate of A VI or above and be 
authorized by the California Department of Insurance to do business in the 
State of California or, in the alternative, insurance company approved by the 
County Risk Manager.  The Certificate of Insurance and coverage verification 
and all other notices related to cancellation or non-renewal shall be mailed to: 

San Luis Obispo County General Services Agency 
Attention: Shaun Cooper, Park Planner 
1087 Santa Rosa Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 
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FIGURE 1 
PROJECT LOCATION 

 
 
 

 
 


