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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL PS-#1087 
OPPORTUNITY FOOD PURCHASES 

 
May 27, 2010 

 
 
The County of San Luis Obispo is currently soliciting proposals from qualified vendors to 
provide Special Spot Food Buys and Opportunity Food Purchases for the San Luis Obispo 
County Sheriff’s Dept., Custody Division, Food Services. 
 
The County encourages all vendors who may be capable of providing this service to respond 
to this Request for Proposal. 
 
Each proposal shall specify each and every item as set forth in the attached specifications.  
Any and all exceptions must be clearly stated in the proposal.  Failure to set forth any item in 
the specifications without taking exception, may be grounds for rejection.  The County of San 
Luis Obispo reserves the right to reject all proposals and to waive any informalities. 
 
If your firm is interested and qualified, please submit four (4) copies of your proposal by 3:00 
p.m., on June 22, 2010 to: 
 

County of San Luis Obispo 
Barbara Adams, GSA Purchasing 

1087 Santa Rosa Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 

 
If you have any questions about the proposal process, please contact me.  For technical 
questions and information contact Donna Kaminski at (805) 781-4607. 
 

 
 
 
 

BARBARA ADAMS 
Buyer 
badams@co.slo.ca.us 
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TO:  ALL PROSPECTIVE PROPOSERS 
SUBJECT: LOCAL PROPOSERS PREFERENCE 
 
The County of San Luis Obispo has established a local vendor preference.  All informal and 
formal Request for Proposals for contracts will be evaluated with a preference for local 
vendors.  Note the following exceptions: 
 
 1. Those contracts which State Law or, other law or regulation precludes this local 

preference. 
 2. Public works construction projects. 
 
A "local" vendor will be approved as such when, 1) It conducts business in an office with a 
physical location within the County of San Luis Obispo; 2) It holds a valid business license 
issued by the County or a city within the County; and 3) Business has been conducted in 
such a manner for not less than six (6) months prior to being able to receive the preference. 
 
As of March 3, 1994 individual County Buyers evaluate RFPs (Request for Proposals) 
considering the local vendor preference described above.  The burden of proof will lie with 
proposers relative to verification of "local" vendor preference.  Should any questions arise, 
please contact a buyer at (805) 781-5200.  All prospective proposers are encouraged to 
quote the lowest prices at which you can furnish the items or services listed in County 
proposals. 
 
  

YES 
 

NO 
 
Do you claim local vendor preference? 

  

 
Do you conduct business in an office with a physical 
location within the County of San Luis Obispo? 

  

 
Business Address: ___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

 
Years at this Address: __________________________________________________
 
Does your business hold a valid business license issued 
by the County or a City within the County? 

  

 
Name of Local Agency which issued license: ________________________________
 

 
Business Name:________________________________________________________  

Authorized Individual:____________________  Title:___________________________  

Signature:_____________________________  Dated: _________________________  
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PROPOSAL SUBMITTAL AND SELECTION 
 
1. All proposals, consisting of four (4) copies must be received by mail, recognized 

carrier, or hand delivered no later than 3:00 p.m. on June 22, 2010.  Late proposals 
will not be considered. 

 
2. All correspondence should be directed to: 
 

San Luis Obispo County 
General Services Agency 
1087 Santa Rosa Street 

San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 
ATTENTION: BARBARA ADAMS 

Telephone: (805) 781-5906 
 
3. Costs of preparation of proposals will be borne by the proposer. 
 
4. It is preferred that all proposals be submitted on recycled paper, printed on two sides. 
 
5. Selection of qualified proposers will be by an approved County procedure for awarding 

professional contracts. 
 
6. This request does not constitute an offer of employment or to contract for services. 
 
7. The County reserves the option to reject any or all proposals, wholly or in part, 

received by reason of this request. 
 
8. The County reserves the option to retain all proposals, whether selected or rejected.  

Once submitted, the proposals and any supplemental documents become the property 
of the County. 

 
9. All proposals shall remain firm for ninety (90) days following closing date for receipt of 

proposals. 
 
10. The County reserves the right to award the contract to the firm who presents the 

proposal which in the judgment of the County, best accomplishes the desired results, 
and shall include, but not be limited to a consideration of the professional service fee. 

 
11. Selection will be made on the basis of the proposals as submitted.  The Selection 

Committee may deem it necessary to interview applicants.  The County retains the 
right to interview applicants as part of the selection process. 

 
12. The proceedings of the Selection Committee are confidential.  Members of the 

Selection Committee are not to be contacted by the proposers. 
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PROPOSAL FORMAT 
 
A qualifying proposal must address all of the following points: 
 
1. Project Title 
 
2. Applicant or Firm Name 
 
3. Firm Qualifications 
 
 a. Type of organization, size, professional registration and affiliations. 
 
 b. Names and qualifications of personnel to be assigned to this project. 
 
 c. Outline of recent projects completed that are directly related to this project.  

Consultant is required to demonstrate specific design and project expertise 
relating to the requirements of the Project Scope. 

 
 d. Qualifications of consultants, subcontractors, or joint venture firm, if appropriate. 
 
 e. Client references from recent related projects, including name, address and 

phone number of individual to contact for referral. 
 
4. Understanding of and Approach to the Project 
 
 a. Summary of approach to be taken. 
 
 b. Description of the organization and staffing to be used for the project. 
 
 c. Indication of information and participation the proposer will require from County 

staff. 
 
 d. Indication of time frame necessary to complete the plan review once a Notice to 

Proceed is issued. 
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GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
The County of San Luis Obispo is seeking to establish non-exclusive contracts with qualified 
Vendors to provide the County Sheriff’s Department, Custody Division, Food Service with the 
opportunity to purchase quality food products at discounted prices for special “Opportunity 
Purchases” and “Spot Buys”.  All purchases will be made on an as-needed basis.  The 
County currently spends approximately $131,400 per year on purchases of this nature.  This 
is an estimate of usage only, and no guarantee of usage is given. 
 
1. Term of Contract 
 

A. The Term of any agreement(s) resulting from this Request for Proposal will be 
for an initial period of approximately one (1) year until June 30, 2011, with 
renewal options for successive one year periods upon mutual agreement of the 
Vendor and the County.  This RFP may result in contracts with one or more 
vendors for up to five (5) total periods. 

 
B. Either party may cancel an agreement resulting from this Request for Proposal 

on thirty (30) days written notice.  Due cause for termination by the County shall 
be, but not limited to, failure to deliver within a reasonable time period, failure of 
the product(s) to meet specifications and/or reasons of unsatisfactory service. 

 
2. Award 
 

A. The County reserves the right to award to one vendor, or to award to more than 
one vendor to achieve the lowest ultimate cost to the County for food 
purchases. 

 
B. Upon review of proposal, the County may negotiate final price, terms and 

conditions with those proposers who will best meet the County’s needs. 
 

C. A written Purchase Order will be mailed, or otherwise furnished, to the 
successful vendor(s).  The agreement will be executed and delivered in the 
State of California and the validity, enforceability and interpretation of any of the 
clauses of the agreement shall be determined and governed by the laws of the 
State of California.  All duties and obligations of the parties created hereunder 
are performable in San Luis Obispo and such County shall be the venue for any 
action or proceeding that may be brought or arise out of, in connection with or 
by reason of this Contract. 

 
3. Qualifications 
 

The County reserves the right to reject a proposal of any vendor who has previously 
failed to perform properly, contracts of a similar nature, or to reject the proposal of a 
vendor who is not in a responsible position to perform such a contract satisfactorily. 
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4. Payments 
 

Any prompt payment terms offered should be indicated in your response to this 
Request for Proposal. 

 
5. Alternate Proposal 
 

Proposals on services differing from specifications may be considered, provided such 
differences are clearly noted and described, and provided further that such services 
are considered by the County to be in all essential respects in compliance with the 
specifications. 

 
6. Amendment of Contract 
 

No alteration or variation of the terms or specifications of any contract resulting from 
this proposal shall be valid unless made or confirmed in writing and signed by the 
parties 

 
7. F.O.B. Destination 
 

Quotations and proposals are to be based upon F.O.B. Destination.  Shipments will be 
made to: 
 

Sheriff-Coroner, Honor Farm Kitchen 
Attention: Donna Kaminski 
880 Oklahoma 
San Luis Obispo CA 93405 

 
Due care shall be exercised in packing, handling and shipping to assure arrival of 
material at its final destination in excellent condition.  Any damage, loss, breakage, 
deterioration or other reason causing material not to arrive, or to arrive in other than 
excellent condition, shall be the responsibility of the Vendor. 

 
8. Submission of Proposals 
 

Discussions concerning clarification of solicitation requirements submitted by 3:00 p.m. 
June 8, 2011 are allowed and invited.  If you have any questions, please call Barbara 
Adams at (805) 781-5906 or email your questions to beadams@co.slo.ca.us .  All 
questions and answers will be posted on the County website at 
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/GSA/Purchasing.htm under “Current Formal Bids and Proposals.” 

 
9. References 

 
Proposers shall provide a minimum of three (3) client references for similar sized 
accounts for whom they have provided products within the past twenty-four (24) 
months, including contact names and telephone numbers.  References may be a part 
of the evaluation. 
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 SPECIFICATIONS 
 
1. Product Requirements 
 

The County Sheriff’s Department Food Service is seeking sources for discounted 
Opportunity Buys, primarily in the Frozen Food categories of Poultry, Fish, Meat, 
Prepared Foods, Fruits and Vegetables, as well as Canned Goods. 

 
2. Regulatory Requirements 
 

All products must meet all applicable U.S.D.A. requirements, as well as any and all 
regulatory requirements of the County and the State of California. 

 
3. Rejections of Deliveries 
 

Materials must meet specifications.  The County will reject non-conforming deliveries. 
Rejected deliveries shall be removed by the vendor within three (3) calendar days of 
notification, at his/her expense.  The County will not be responsible, nor pay for 
rejected products. 

 
5. Samples 
 

On request, samples of the products which you are offering shall be made available to 
the County.  The County will designate where samples are to be delivered.  All 
samples will be considered as furnished free to the County, and no samples will be 
returned to vendors.  The County will have the sole right to determine if products 
offered are acceptable. 

 
6. Cost Structure 
 

Vendors must include in Proposal, a description of the cost structure on which County 
pricing will be based. 

 
 

 


