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RE: PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES FORM
Dear Ms. Marsalek:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the final Preliminary Environmental Studies (PES) form that was
reviewed, revised, and signed during the field review held on January 24, 2011. The project as
described during the field review would involve replacement of the existing timber 14-foot wide,
28-foot long single-span bridge, with a reinforced concrete slab clear-span bridge that would be
26 feet wide and approximately 35 feet long. The project would also include approximately 200
feet of road approach work on either side of the bridge and would require placement of a
temporary creek crossing to provide a traffic detour throughout construction. The detour and
construction staging will require temporary construction easements from the adjacent property
owner. It has not been determined at this time what the limits of the project will entail, and on
which side the temporary detour would be constructed.

As indicated on the PES forms, the following studies should be prepared and provided to Caltrans
for review:

+ Floodplain Studies: The project area has been identified as being within a base floodplain
(100-year) elevation of a watercourse. A Location Hydraulics Study should be prepared and a
Floodplain Evaluation Report Summary should be completed. For report formats and
guidance please refer to the Caltrans web site at:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/voll/sec3/special/ch17flood/chapl7.htm. Before finalizing these
reports, please contact me for the updated forms (Exhibits A & B are not updated on the
SER). The information in the forms is the same, but the signature blocks are different for
Local Agency projects.

+ Biological Studies: The proposed project will involve work within Klau Creek. The project
requires the preparation of a Natural Environment Study (NES). The study should include an
assessment of the entire project area, including potential impacts to sensitive habitat and
endangered and threatened plant and animal species and critical habitat, both designated and
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proposed. Plant surveys must be conducted during the appropriate blooming periods. The
report must include a species list acquired from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS).
Consultation with USFWS and/or National Marine Fisheries Service may be required,
depending on the results of the study. If the results of the NES indicate that any federally
protected species may be affected by the project, a Biological Assessment must be prepared.
The NES should also address the potential for impacts to wetlands. Impacts, both temporary
and permanent, must be identified and quantified. Wetland delineation areas and ACOE
jurisdictional boundaries should be mapped. The NES must also include discussion on how
the proposed project will comply with federal laws, acts and Executive Orders (EO) including
but not limited to:

* EO 13112 - Invasive Species (include avoidance and minimization measures to prevent
spread of invasive species both in and out of the project site).

* EO 11990 - Protection of Wetlands

* EO 11988 — Floodplain Management (natural and beneficial floodplain values)

* Migratory Bird Treaty Act

* Section 7 of the Federal Endangered Species Act

The above-referenced studies must be completed using the formats and guidance found in the
Caltrans Standard Environmental Reference (http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/forms.htm and
http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/vol3/vol3.htm). Please be sure to use the signature page that is
specified for local assistance projects and following all instructions in the template regarding
local agency projects. A Quality Control and Assurance for Biological Reports must be
submitted with the completed report. This form can be found at
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist05/planning/environmental stewardship.htm. Please contact Tom
Edell, District 5 Biologist, with questions regarding report formats and content. Tom can be
reached at (805) 549-3019 or tom_edell@dot.ca.gov.

» Visual Resources: The project will replace a timber bridge and introduce a new and larger
concrete bridge into a rural environmental and will likely result in the loss of mature trees.
Please use the “Visual Impact Assessment Guide” that can be found at the following web
address: http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/voll/sec3/community/ch27via/chap27via.htm#via.

Please provide a very brief explanation on how each question was scored and provide possible
avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures (e.g. context sensitive bridge rail design,
revegetation plans, etc). This VIA Guide will be used to assist in determining the level of
visual analysis needed for the proposed project.

» Section 106: The project will require a cultural resources study to fulfill the requirements of
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The study evaluates the project’s
potential impacts to historic and prehistoric cultural resources. The Section 106 study should
include the following components:
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Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR) - The HPSR serves as a summary document to
which the following documents are attached. It also serves to document consultation with
interested parties, including Native Americans and historical groups.

1. Area of Potential Effect (APE) Map - This map depicts the area that will be impacted by
the project, including staging and construction access areas, utility relocation work, and off-
site mitigation areas. The map should be plotted on an aerial photographic or other base at a
scale of approximately 1”=100" or 1”=200", with a bar scale. The map should depict existing
and proposed right-of-way, as well as the locations of any cultural resources identified in the
APE. Roads, bridges, and creeks should be clearly labeled. The APE map should have a
signature and date block for “Principal Investigator — Prehistoric Archaeologist™ and “Caltrans
Local Assistance Engineer”. The APE line should be depicted as a closed polygon. The APE
map will be approved by Caltrans prior to completion of the HPSR. Kelda Wilson, District
Archaeologist, is available to work with the County and/or their consultant to establish the
APE lines.

2. Archaeological Survey Report (ASR): An archaeological survey and archival research

should be conducted by a qualified archaeologist, and reported in an Archaeological Survey
Report (ASR).

The preparation of the Section 106 Study should follow the guidelines of the Caltrans
Environmental Handbook Volume 2, Cultural Resources, which is available on the internet at
http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/envhand.htm. Please contact Kelda Wilson at (805) 542-4697 or
email kelda_wilson@dot.ca.gov with questions about the requirements for this study.

» Hazardous Materials: The existing bridge will be demolished and has the potential to contain
lead based paint and/or asbestos-containing materials (ACM). An Initial Site Assessment
(ISA) must be prepared. The ISA should include the results of limited hazardous materials
assessment, consisting of the collection and analysis of suspect ACM and/or lead based paint.
The ISA should include summary estimates of regulated and/or hazardous materials in order
to prepare a Lead Compliance Plan (if necessary), and to provide quantity estimates of
suspected ACM for NESHAPS compliance with the local Air Pollution Control District. For
additional information on the details of the ISA, please contact Randy LaVack at (805) 594-
6188.

+ Permits: The proposed project will involve work within the bed, banks, and channel of Klau
Creek. The County is responsible for obtaining any permits that may be required to construct
the proposed project. Please provide Caltrans with copies of all permits that are obtained for
the proposed project.

Based on the preliminary evaluation of the project as described during the field review, the
appropriate document to be prepared would be a Categorical Exclusion (CE) Determination with
required technical studies, under Section 6004(d)(3). The CE would satisfy the Federal Highway
Administration requirements for the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
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The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), who will be dispersing the federal funds, is no
longer the lead federal agency responsible for compliance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA). Caltrans is transmitting this letter as the NEPA lead agency under the provisions of
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Federal Highway Administration,
California Division and the California Department of Transportation State Assumption of
Responsibility for Categorical Exclusions, which became effective on June 7, 2007 (and renewed
June 7, 2010). The MOU was signed pursuant to Section 6004 of the 2005 Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) which allows
the Secretary of Transportation to assign, and the State of California to assume, responsibility for
most NEPA Categorical Exclusion determinations. For those projects, the State may also be
assigned FHWA's responsibilities for environmental consultation and coordination under other
federal environmental laws. By statute, the State is deemed to be a Federal agency for these
assigned responsibilities. As this project is covered by the Section 6004 MOU, Caltrans has
assumed FHWA responsibility for environmental review, consultation, and coordination on this
project, as assigned by FHWA pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 326.

Caltrans will prepare the NEPA environmental determination when the requested environmental
reports are deemed complete. Please be advised that only the technical studies and reports needed
to comply with NEPA and associated federal environmental regulations as described in the
attached signed PES form, and detailed in this letter, will be reimbursed by FHWA. The County
is responsible for any additional studies that may be required to comply with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and all costs associated with required permits.

I will be your primary contact at the Caltrans District 5 Environmental Stewardship Branch (ESB)
for this project. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding the
environmental requirements for this project. I can be reached at (805) 549-3797 or
cathy_stettler@dot.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Cathy %tettler

Environmental Coordinator
Environmental Stewardship Branch

Enclosure

Email cc: Garin Schneider
Tammy Mar
Randy LaVack
Kelda Wilson
Tom Edell
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