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Federal and State Laws and Regulations about Lead
Focus on Healthy Homes Guide to Regulations

Lead in Children's Toys

This law prohibits the manufacture, sale or exchange of toys with lead content in excess of
the amount permitted by federal regulations. Health & Safety Code 108550. "Toy," as
used in this article, means an article designed and made for the amusement of a child or
for his or her use in play. Health & Safety Code 108555. (a) No person shall manufacture,
sell, or exchange, have in his or her possession with intent to sell or exchange, or expose
or offer for sale or exchange to any retailer, any toy that is contaminated with any toxic
substance.

Lead-Safe Schools Protection Act

This law implements a lead poisoning prevention and protection program for California
schools to survey and ascertain risk factors that predict lead contamination in public
schools and prohibits the use of potential sources of lead contamination in public schools.
For more information: Education Code 32240 to 32245.

California Code of Regulations, Title 17, Division 1, Chapter 8, §
35001 - 36100 Accreditation, Certification, and Work Practices for
Lead-Based Paint and Lead Hazards requires that work on any struc-
ture built before January 1, 1978 must use lead-safe work practices in-
cluding containment and cleaning the work area after the project is com-
pleted. The revised state law went into effect on April 30, 2008 and ap-
plies to everyone including contractors, painters, homeowners, renters,
and maintenance staff. The regulations also cover accreditation of training providers and
certification of individuals to perform lead abatement and sets work practice standards for
lead hazard evaluations and the abatement of lead hazards.

California Health and Safety Code, and State Housing Law

Latest CPSC Recalls
Lead in the News

3/25/09: Children's Fishing Poles

3/18/09: Educational Craft Kits

3/17/09: Nordstrom Girl's Shoes

3/12/09: Shakespeare Casting

Game and Fishing Sets

3/11/09: Ice Skates

3/3/09: Children's Flip Flops

2/25/09: CBB Group Recalls Toys

2/10/09: Golfer's Billiard Games

2/6/09: CPSC - Enforcement Policy For New Lead

Limits In Children's Products Effective 2/10/09

1/29/09: Construction Playsets

1/29/09: Skull-And-Crossbones Necklaces

1/27/09: Lip Gloss Keychains

1/27/09: High School Musical Manicure Kits

1/27/09: Jesus Fish Beads

1/15/09: Axiom Children's Sunglasses

1/13/09: "High Speed" Pull Back Toy Cars

1/8/09 Press Release: Clarifies Requirements of New
Children’s Product Safety Laws Effective: Feb 09

12/23/08: Woodstock Percussion Inc. Toy Drums

12/23/08: Newport Rubbed Black Cribs & Furniture

12/18/08: Children's Hawaiian Sold Jewelry

12/17/08: Xtreme Toy Zone: "Dinosaur Epoch" Toys

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prerel.html

State codes and laws now make existing lead hazards, or creating a lead hazard, a violation subject to fines and/or imprison-

and dust.

warning label or sign.

Proposition 65 and Tableware

Proposition 65 imposes a warning requirement if exposures to lead in tableware products exceed the safe harbor level of 0.5 mi-
crograms per day. A settlement in the early 1990s between the California Attorney General's office and several tableware manu- |
facturers established allowable leachable concentrations of lead at 0.226 parts per million (ppm) for flatware and 0.100 ppm for all

other tableware. Proposition 65 standards for lead in dishes are much stricter than the Federal Food and Drug Administration

(FDA) standards.

Proposition 65 - The Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986

was enacted as a ballot initiative in November 1986. The Proposition was intended by its authors to pro-
tect California citizens and the State's drinking water sources from chemicals known to cause cancer,
birth defects or other reproductive harm, and to inform citizens about exposures to such chemicals with a 8

ment. This means that pre-1978 homes should be maintained so that they are lead-safe, with the paint intact. It also means that
if you are conducting activities that disturb painted surfaces on a pre-1978 building, you must take steps to contain the paint chips

San Luis Obispo County Health Agency
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program
(805) 781-5502

http://lwww.slocounty.ca.qov/health/prevention/childlead.htm
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