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Pertussis: State Recommends Vaccine for All Age-Groups 
 
As the number of pertussis cases in San Luis Obispo continues to rise, the California Department of Public 
Health along with local Health Officials emphasize that the key to controlling Whooping Cough is 
vaccination. As of July 21, the County’s Public Health Department has received reports of 269 confirmed, 
probable and suspect cases.  According to the California Department of Public Health, this puts our 
county in the top two for numbers of pertussis cases. Only Marin County has reported more cases. 
 
To emphasize the importance of vaccination, CDPH has widened it’s vaccination recommendations and 
now recommends that all patients indicated for immunization against tetanus, diphtheria or pertussis be 
immunized with: 

• •DTaP if age 6 weeks through 6 years; or 
• Tdap if age 7 years and older. 

The only reasons not to provide Tdap are documentation of a prior dose or a valid contraindication. 
Please institute policies to achieve these recommendations. 
 
In response to these recommendations, the San Luis Obispo County Health Officer has instituted and 
recommends: 

•  Use Tdap to proactively vaccinate pregnant women in their second and third trimester, and every 
adult who is a close contact of a pregnant woman or a new mother.  

• Adopt universal immunization with pertussis-containing vaccine for children and adults.  
• Use an accelerated infant DTaP schedule. 
• Use Tdap off-label for administration to persons >64 years old who are at high risk for 

transmission to infants.If your practice does not carry/offer Tdap, consider the following: 
o Order vaccine for your patients.  Your pharmaceutical supplier should carry the vaccine.  If 

not, contact the Health Department at 226-3216 for assistance. 
 
Tdap vaccine is also available for those based on the above stated new criteria at San Luis Obispo County 
Public Health Department sites in Paso Robles, San Luis Obispo and Grover Beach.  The standard charge 
for Tdap vaccine at these locations is $25/dose.  However, fee can be waived based on need. 
 
TREATMENT: In addition to more aggressive vaccination efforts, the Health Officer also encourages 
active testing and reporting of new cases as well as treatment with an approved antibiotic for all suspect 
and confirmed cases as well as all close contacts. 
 
For further information, provider materials and updates on the epidemic, please see the SLO County 
Pertussis Webpage at: http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/health/publichealth/commdisease/pertussis.htm 
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