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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Assembly Bill 800 Notification 
 
DATE:   December 18, 2015 
TO:   LOCAL NEWS MEDIA 
 
ISSUED BY:  Laurie A. Salo, 

Supervising Environmental Health Specialist 
San Luis Obispo County Health Department 

 
FOR MORE  
INFORMATION 
CONTACT:  Press Meyers, Plant Manager California Men’s Colony, (805) 835-1628. 
 
Background: Pursuant to AB 800 the local health officer and the director of environmental health 
shall immediately notify the public of a discharge of a hazardous substance or sewage to the waters of 
the state if it is necessary to safeguard public health and safety.  
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following report was received from the following person or entity on the 
date set forth below: 
 
REPORTING PERSON OR ENTITY NAME:  Scott Buffaloe, Chief Engineer, California Men’s Colony 
 
ADDRESS: California Men’s Colony, Highway One. 
 
PHONE: 805-547-7620 
 
SUBSTANCE OF REPORT:  
 
DESCRIPTION 
On December 18, 2015, SLOEHS was notified of that approximately 85,000 gallons of sewage was released 

from the California Men’s Colony (CMC) to Chorro Creek in San Luis Obispo.  The release was due 
to a blockage in the sewer lines.  The sewage has been diverted and the release to Chorro Creek has 
ceased.  Representatives from San Luis Obispo County Environmental Health were on scene to 
assure appropriate measures were taken to properly clean and sanitize. 

 
 

The Health Officer of San Luis Obispo County has made the following determinations: 
 

 The reporting person or entity is considered to be reliable and the Health Officer has been unable to 
make an independent investigation. 
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 After investigation, the Health Officer draws the following conclusions with respect to the report:  
The information from the California Men’s Colony and the City of San Luis Obispo, has been 
diligently reported. 

 
 
 
Identity of Hazardous Wastes and toxic compounds Involved:  
 

 None found at location on                                    (Date). 
 

 Suspected hazardous waste, identity unknown pending further testing. 
 

 Hazardous waste containing the following constituents and concentrations: 
 

 Toxic Compounds and concentrations:  Sewage 
 
 
Legality of Discharge: 
 

 Illegal 
 

 Legal 
 

 No determination possible because:  Regional Water Quality Control Board has the authority over 
this question. 

 
Likelihood that the discharge would be injurious to public health or safety: 
 

 Likely: 
 

 Unlikely:  The sewage spill was responded to by California Men’s Colony and San Luis Obispo City 
personnel, who cleared the blockage and employed a vacuum truck to remove the sewage.    Chorro 
Creek is difficult for the public to access and travels toward the Morro Bay Estuary. 

 
 No determination possible at this time because:   

 
 
Laurie A. Salo for Dr. Penny Borenstein                    December 18, 2015 
COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER    DATE 
 
c: News Media 

Board of Supervisors 
City of Morro Bay 
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