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SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
HEALTH COMMISSION 

Minutes of Meeting 
Monday, May 11, 2015 (County Board of Supervisors Chambers) 

 
Members Present: Jean Raymond (Vice-Chair), Corliss Campbell, Robert Campbell, David Clous, Kris Kington-Barker, James Pope, Mary Jean Sage, Scott Smith-Cooke, 

Susan Warren 
Members Absent: Lynn Enns (Chair), Claire Grantham 
Staff Present: Penny Borenstein, Jean White  
Speakers: Dr. Keith Humphrey (Vice-President for Student Affairs, Cal Poly); Christina Kaviana (Coordinator, Cal Poly Safer Program); Riley Hasche (Cal Poly 

Safer Program); Jennifer Adams (Executive Director of RISE) 
Agenda Item Discussion Action Who/When 

1. Call to Order  Meeting called to order by Vice-Chair Raymond at 6:00 pm.  Chair Enns was absent tonight.  Call to Order Vice-Chair 
Raymond 

2. Approval of Minutes The April 13, 2015 minutes were approved as drafted. April 2015 
minutes approved.

All 

3. Public Comment Vice-Chair Raymond opened the floor to public comment with no response.   

4. University Sexual 
 Assault Prevention, 
 Education & Crisis 
 Services 

Commissioner Clous introduced the topic & speakers and shared some “alarming” quotes that he has 
read about sexual assaults at college campuses.  The Department of Education /Office of Civil Rights is 
currently investigating sexual assault cases at 100 universities; 8 in California; Cal Poly is not one of 
them.  Based on a Department of Justice study, 1 in 5 women students will experience rape or sexual 
assault while they are in college.   
 
 

Dr. Keith Humphrey, Vice President for Student Affairs, Cal Poly, provided a Power Point overview 
titled “Cal Poly│Sexual Assault Prevention, Education & Crisis Services.”  He explained that the Safer 
program is a part of the Division of Student Affairs and is Cal Poly’s primary resource for addressing 
sexual violence.  Safer has three priority areas:  leadership & advocacy, comprehensive education, & 
confidential survivor support.  Cal Poly students play a big part in helping with support and response in 
the community.   The Office of Student Affairs/Safer is working closely with students who are club 
leaders on campus with the creation and implementation of the Status Report project, to help reduce 
incidence of sexual assault that comes from group related social gatherings on campus.  As of August 
2011, the legislation of Title IX encompasses new regulations concerning sexual or gender violence 
occurring at universities and colleges receiving state and federal funding.  The CSU Executive Order 
outlines 23 requirements that campuses are now responsible for as far as reporting, advocacy, survivor 
support, education, and university sanctions.  Anyone who experiences, observes, or hears about an 
incident of sex discrimination should report it to the Title IX Coordinator or another campus official as 
soon as possible.  All employees of the university who are made aware of an incident of sexual violence, 
dating violence, domestic violence or stalking are legally required to report the incident to the Title IX 
Coordinator or designee (Safer and RISE are not required to report.)  The number of students reporting 
sexual violence is increasing as people are feeling safer to report or get help.  Cal Poly is doing a good job 
of educating the campus about resources and educating faculty & staff about obligations to report.  (A 
copy of Dr. Humphrey’s Power Point presentation is filed with the official record of the meeting.) 
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Christina Kaviana, MA, Coordinator of Cal Poly Safer Program, continued the presentation 
explaining how their collaborations with RISE, University Police and other partners on and off campus, 
make Safer support services a more seamless process for survivors.  The Safer Program has two major 
facets:  crisis services & education services.  Educational services include extensive outreach & 
programming; campus-wide presentations to students, faculty & staff; presentations at special events such 
as Open House, Stampede & WOW; presentations tailored to specific groups such as Greek Life, Athletics 
& various other classrooms; and mandated online training for Cal Poly management.  Safer also offers a 
quarterly 7 week training.  Confidential survivor support & counseling services are available Mon-Fri, 9-
5, walk in or by appointment.   Ms. Kaviana detailed Cal Poly’s adjudication process that includes:  an 
initial meeting; evidence gathering; active investigation; follow-up with survivor; Dean of Students & 
OSRR review; and final sanctions, reviews & settlements.   Sanctions may include anything from 
probation for a minimum of one year to suspension/expulsion.   
 
Riley Hasche, Student with Cal Poly Safer Program, noted that sexual assault is an epidemic all over 
the nation.  He noted some of the findings from a report:  The Sexual Victimization of College Women – 
National Institute of Justice:  “It is estimated that the percentage of completed or attempted rape 
victimization among women in higher educational institutions may be between 20% and 25% over the 
course of a college career.  Among college women, 9 in 10 victims of rape and sexual assault knew their 
offender.”  Mr. Hasche provided a more in depth look at Safer’s educational and crisis services, providing 
more detail on what is included in their 7 week training, which he leads.  He also talked more in detail 
about some of their crisis services: support, counseling, advocacy, rearranging housing as needed, 
accompanying victims to health screenings, classes, and to any other resources they offer.  He concluded 
his presentation by talking about some of their awareness events:  the Manifest movement, Clothesline 
Project, & Take Back the Night.  New this year is “The Status report” that includes training for fraternities 
& sororities.  Every chapter has to have a Safer liaison who is required to go through the 7 week Safer 
training.   
 
Commissioner Clous asked how the “Status Report Program” is monitored.  (Dr. Humphrey advised that  
monitoring & oversight is done by the Dean of Student’s Office.  Outcomes are closely tracked.) 
Commissioner Clous asked if there have been discussions about limiting the use of alcohol at fraternity 
parties.  (Dr. Humphrey explained that they want students to have the opportunity to demonstrate they can 
socialize in a healthy, safe, & responsible way without too many regulations, but they have been 
transparent about and are open to deeper regulations if that proves to be the only way to a safe 
environment.) 
Commissioner Corliss Campbell asked if it was mandatory for fraternities or sororities to register social 
gatherings.  (Dr. Humphrey advised that registration is required for any social gathering that involves 
alcohol.) 
Commissioner Corliss Campbell asked if the Safer Educational training is open to the public.  (Ms. 
Kaviana advised that this training is only open to Cal Poly students, faculty & staff.  RISE has a 64 hour 
training that is a state certification and is open to the public.) 
Commissioner Smith-Cooke referred to some of the requirements for registered parties, incl. bottled 
water, no kegs at parties, etc. and asked about enforcement.  (Dr. Humphrey explained that the 
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responsibility for enforcement falls on the chapter themselves as well as the sober individuals who are 
responsible for risk management.) 
Commissioner Smith-Cooke asked if “surprise enforcement” was ever necessary.  (Dr. Humphrey talked 
about the level of accountability across the Greek system.  Students are given the opportunity to regulate 
themselves unless they’ve proven that they can’t.) 
Commissioner Smith-Cooke asked about mandated online training for faculty & staff.  (Ms. Kaviana 
explained that training is mandated for supervisors & managers.  Commissioner Smith-Cooke encouraged 
that the training be mandatory for all faculty & staff.) 
Commissioner Kington-Barker asked for data on numbers of investigations and disciplinary action 
taken.  (Dr. Humphrey did not have any numbers available, but will forward that data.) 
Commissioner Kington-Barker asked if the same resources were available to victims of domestic 
violence as sexual assault victims.  (Ms. Kaviana explained that all resources are available to victims of 
sexual assault, domestic violence & stalking for as long as they need.)  
Commissioner Robert Campbell asked for explanation of Title IX referrals.  (Dr. Humphrey explained 
briefly that complaints related to sexual assault follow their Title IX investigation process which is 
prescribed in detail in making sure that they provide equal access to both individuals involved for 
resources, investigation, witnesses throughout the process.  That process develops as much of the set of 
facts that can be found related to the incident so that the Title IX officer and judicial staff can make a 
determination on whether it is more likely than not an act of sexual assault or sexual violence.  This 
process can run parallel to the criminal court process.) 
Commissioner Robert Campbell asked about statistics on number of cases that occur on campus that end 
up in criminal court.  (Dr. Humphrey doesn’t have statistics, but noted that there are very few. The 
decision is made outside of campus whether or not to prosecute.) 
Commissioner Warren asked what percentage of Chapter members are under the age of 21.  (Dr. 
Humphrey noted that approx. 50% of the Cal Poly population is under the age of 21.) 
Commissioner Warren asked how often campus police are called out to a party and if sanctions and/or 
arrests are made if students are under the age of 21.  (Dr. Humphrey advised that fraternities are looking 
at putting in new software where students would have to swipe their Cal Poly ID card to show they are of 
age to enter a party.  The fraternities came up with this regulation and are in the process of putting that 
technology together.  Calls that are made for fraternity parties go to the SLO PD who will respond and 
enter the premises based on what they observe.  They will also make arrests.  Both SLO PD and 
University police first response is based on safety.  University Police are in the final stages of signing a 
MOU with the SLO PD so University police can enforce SLO Municipal Code off campus.) 
Commissioner Warren asked about shifting the norm for college campus messaging to say that “it is 
okay also not to drink” and offer sober living dorms.  (Dr. Humphrey advised that in September they will 
be breaking ground on a new residence hall that has been deemed a 24 hour quiet building.  They 
continue to add alternative programming at campus, offering opportunities, events, clean living 
arrangements that don’t involve alcohol.  But, they also have a responsibility to promote appropriate, 
healthy consumption of alcohol.) 
 
 

Jennifer Adams, Executive Director of RISE, provided a Power Point overview of the RISE program 
and services, whose mission is to transform the lives of sexual and intimate partner violence survivors, 
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their families and the community through services and education that promote safety, healing and 
empowerment.  The presentation listed their values, agency statistics, defined sexual assault, consent, 
provided sexual assault statistics and talked about the long-standing relationship between Cal Poly and 
RISE (that includes a MOU, cross-training of staff and volunteers, and inclusion on the Women’s Safety 
Committee).  RISE offers a 24 hour crisis line, counseling, advocacy/accompaniments, crisis services, safe 
houses, case management, assistance with restraining orders, prevention education and self-defense 
workshops.  All of their  services are confidential, free of charge and in Spanish.  They are a non-profit, 
funded 70% by grants, and had over 7,000 hours of volunteers last year.  RISE is a mandated reporter for 
child abuse and elder abuse.  There is a section in the Penal Code that describes the 65 hour training they 
are required to have.  Ms. Adams explained why sexual assault, especially rape, is very difficult to 
prosecute because consent is difficult to define.  She also noted that they recognize the correlation between 
alcohol and sexual assault, but wanted to make it clear that alcohol is not the cause.  She provided some 
statistics:  90% of perpetrators are male.  1 in 4 women have been victims of rape or attempted rape.  Girls 
aged 16-19 are 4 times more likely to be sexually assaulted than the general population.  She was asked 
about the number of Cal Poly students they serve per year -- RISE serves about 300 victims per year with 
25% of those between the age of 18 and 24, but it is unknown whether they are Cal Poly students.  She 
ended her presentation by talking about their “Start By Believing” campaign, distributing literature, and 
providing information about how people can get involved with RISE.  She referred to their website to 
learn about events, make donations and to find out about their volunteer training.  They are currently 
recruiting for their Board of Directors and always recruiting for volunteers. 
 
Commissioner Smith-Cooke asked about the functions of their volunteers. (Ms. Adams advised that the 
crisis line is #1, but they also need volunteers to help out at the shelters, help with fundraising events and 
help in the office.) 
Commissioner Sage asked if they have a program in all of the high schools.  (Ms. Adams advised that 
they give awareness presentations in most of the high schools, but their full primary prevention program 
is only in 5 alternative high schools.  Mission Prep has talked to them about doing a full program.) 
Commissioner Kington-Barker asked if prevention programs should begin earlier than high school. (Ms. 
Adams agreed and suggested ideally it would begin with parents who are getting ready to have children.  
Teaching needs to start early and cultural changes are one of the hardest things to do.) 
Commissioner Kington-Barker asked if the age of 16-19 (that was mentioned as more likely victims) 
has historically been the most highly vulnerable age.  (Ms. Adams noted that in her 15 years in the field, 
that age has been pretty consistent.) 
Commissioner Warren thanked Ms. Adams for talking about the “tough things” that are out there.  She 
referred to an effective prevention program she did while with Drug & Alcohol that looked at advertising 
and what is being sold via newspapers, magazines, television & social media to kids. 

5. Health Agency / 
 Public Health
 Report 

Penny Borenstein, MD, Health Officer, reported on the following: 
 The Public Health Department’s Suspected Abuse Response Team (SART) program is a response 

entity for child & sexual abuse, and is looking into also serving as a response entity to domestic 
violence.  

 The Public Health Department’s Reproductive Health program is looking into developing procedures 
for HIV preventive treatment of clients.   
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 Senator Monning’s bill related to labelling sugar sweetened beverages and the health impacts of those 
failed in committee a couple of weeks ago (this is the second year in a row that Senator Monning tried 
to get a bill passed).  Hopefully, it will come back again. 

 The Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) program has been extremely active in updating 
plans, most recently, the critical emergency response communication plan & triage plan.  The County 
Health Agency Department Operation Center had a large training session at the Vet’s Hall last week 
that included many partners from Behavioral Health. 

6. Health 
 Commissioner 
  Updates 

Commissioner Raymond:  No report. 
Commissioner Smith-Cooke:  No report. 
Commissioner Corliss Campbell:  No report. 
Commissioner Clous:  No report. 
Commissioner Sage:  Reported 1) that the Domestic Violence Task Force will be meeting next week;  2) 
HEAL SLO’s Healthy Communities Committee OutsideIn SLO was co-sponsor of the Resilient Food 
Systems Conference held at Cal Poly on May 8-9.  Keynote speaker was Karen Ross, California’s 
Secretary of Agriculture, a very dynamic speaker.  Attendance was good; 3) The Healthy Communities 
Committee will be meeting this week and has been receiving an increase in # of plans to review with the 
economy improving. 
Commissioner Warren reported that the Homeless Services Oversight Committee (HSOC) meets every 
other month and last month voted to ask the Board of Supervisors that 80% of CBO/Preventive Health 
Grant be used toward housing and 20% for administration.  This would be a shift in the historical use of 
these funds.   
Commissioner Robert Campbell:  No report. 
Commissioner Pope:  No report. 
Commissioner Kington-Barker:  No report. 

  

7. Committee Report Commissioner Sage reported that the Nominating Committee will meet this month to put together their 
recommendation for FY 2015-16 slate of officers and will bring forward for vote at the June 8, 2015 
meeting.  Recommendations for officers should be forwarded to Commissioner Sage. 

  

8.  Prospective Future  
  Items 

June 8, 2015  
Programs & services for children w/special health care needs.

  

9. Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm. Adjournment All 

 


