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SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
HEALTH COMMISSION 

Minutes of Meeting 
Monday, September 14, 2015 (County Board of Supervisors Chambers) 

 
Members Present: Lynn Enns (Chair), Robert Campbell, Claire Grantham, Kris Kington-Barker, James Pope, Mary Jean Sage, Scott Smith-Cooke, Susan Warren 
Members Absent: Corliss Campbell, David Clous, Jean Raymond 
Staff Present: Curtis Batson, Jean White  
Speakers: Curtis Batson (Environmental Health); Mark Hutchinson (Public Works); Gina Herbst (Environmental Health) 

Agenda Item Discussion Action Who/When 
1. Call to Order  Meeting called to order by Chair Enns at 6:00 pm.   Call to Order Chair Enns 

2. Approval of Minutes Minutes of June 8, 2015 and July 13, 2015 were approved as drafted. June 8, 2015 and 
July 13, 2015  
minutes approved 
as drafted.

All 

3. Public Comment Susan Warren, Cambria, advised that September is National Recovery Month.  Every year the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration within the US Department of Health and 
Human Services sponsors National Recovery Month to increase awareness of behavioral health 
conditions.  This observance promotes the belief that behavioral health is essential to health, that 
prevention works, that treatment is effective and that people recover from mental and/or substance abuse 
disorders.  She read the proclamation in honor of National Recovery Month.  She asked the citizens of 
SLO County to join the recovery community and the focus on the provision of additional behavioral health 
services for early intervention, treatment and recovery support to meet the current and future needs of 
county residents.  

  

4. Presentation: 
  Water Issues in SLO 
 County 

 

Mark Hutchinson, Deputy Director, Department of Public Works / Resources Group, oversees the 
water/wastewater delivery systems, and flood control operations.  He presented a Power Point overview of 
the drought conditions in SLO County, county water systems, ground water conditions and the County’s 
response to date on these issues.   SLO County remains in what is called a “D4” - exceptional drought.  El 
Nino conditions are present and expected to continue through the winter.  As their department continues to 
deal with the drought and emergency water supply efforts, they are also moving into the flood planning 
season and will be out in the community talking about flood prevention.  Mr. Hutchinson provided a map 
showing the major water infrastructures in our County:  State Water Pipeline, Nacimiento Water Pipeline, 
Lopez Water Pipeline, and the Salinas Water Pipeline.  He talked about how each of the county reservoirs 
has performed in the last couple of years, generally in a downward trend:  Nacimiento Reservoir (capacity 
377,900 acre feet/currently 83,000); Whale Rock Reservoir (capacity 38,000 acre feet/currently 15,357); 
Lopez (capacity 50,000 acre feet; currently 16,834); Salinas down to 14% capacity at 3400 acre feet).  In 
SLO County, there are 22 groundwater basins, with 5 ranked medium or high – Paso Robles, Santa Maria, 
Los Osos, SLO, and Cuyama.  In January, staff developed a sustainable groundwater management strategy 
for the Board of Supervisors to guide staff on how to approach groundwater sustainability agencies for 
those 5 basins and how to go about creating groundwater sustainability plans for each of the 5 basins.  
Plans are due to State in 2020 or 2022.  Mr. Hutchinson also reported on statewide emergency regulations, 
as well as on the Parks & Recreation Action Plan, presenting a list of items that have been implemented, 
showing water usage has been reduced by 25 to 40 percent. 
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Commissioner Warren asked about the possibility of enlarging the Salinas Reservoir. (Mr. Hutchinson 
explained that 15 years ago the City was talking about enlarging the reservoir and decided to abandon it 
because of the Nacimiento project.  The issue now is that the damn is a federal facility and meets federal 
safety standards.  California has stricter standards and the instant it becomes a state facility, it would 
require multi-millions of dollars for earthquake retrofit, etc. to store more water.  This has been looked at 
from a funding perspective, process perspective, with differing opinions and ongoing discussions.)   
Commissioner Warren asked if the City of SLO gets any of their water from groundwater wells.  (Mr. 
Hutchinson advised that the City’s long term plans do not include accessing the groundwater.  The City 
produces a substantial amount of recycled water and would be an excellent partner in a groundwater 
management agency.) 
Commissioner Warren asked if Cal Poly has any wells.  (Mr. Hutchinson advised that they have some 
wells for their farm, but don’t produce any potable water for campus use from groundwater.) 
Commissioner Warren asked if there were any discussions about the expansion of Lopez Lake.  (Mr. 
Hutchinson advised that there was an engineering feasibility study done recently to examine whether 
raising Lopez Damn and Reservoir would produce more water and preliminary estimates showed that it 
could over the long term, but those estimates were based on data that does not include the current drought 
years; they want to continue further review.) 
Commissioner Kington-Barker asked where Atascadero State Hospital gets their water.  (Mr. 
Hutchinson is uncertain, but noted that they are within the boundaries of the Mutual Water Company.) 
 
Gina Herbst, GIS Analyst, County of San Luis Obispo Environmental Health Services, is responsible 
for creating and mapping Environmental Health program facilities, including water wells, water service 
areas, HAZMAT underground storage facilities, food facilities and pools.  Ms. Herbst also creates and 
manages web-based map viewers for staff and customers and provides training and project focused GIS 
(Geographic Information Systems) analysis.  She presented a Power Point overview of GIS and how 
Environmental Health is benefitting from GIS in their water programs by connecting the geography of 
their regulative facilities to their project management systems.  Interactive mapping allows them to 
visualize and interpret layers of information to better understand relationships, patterns & trends.  She 
provided examples of the GIS layers that they manage – including water wells mapped from 1990 to 
present.  They also maintain water purveyor’s view that is used by Cal Fire and is part of the contingency 
plan to quickly identify the location of a call and to determine which water system is appropriate to draw 
water from based on the drought assessment.  Environmental Health staff relies heavily on GIS for their 
water well permitting process, GIS is used to fulfill public service requests, admin staff can query parcels 
within a water service area to quickly generate mailing notices, HAZMAT performs analysis to determine 
what sensitive receptors fall within a distance buffer, and ocean water monitoring sites have been mapped, 
with 18 sites monitored weekly.  The map viewer component will be a future replacement for the current 
ocean water monitoring page on the County website and will be mobile device friendly. 
 
Commissioner Smith-Cooke asked what types of hazardous materials are being stored underground in 
our county.  (Mr. Batson answered that gasoline & diesel comprise the vast majority of hazardous 
materials that are underground at gas stations.) 
Commissioner Smith-Cooke asked about a slide that was shown mapping hazardous materials at a senior 
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care facility.  (Mr. Batson explained that on-site hazardous materials above a certain quantity are mapped 
in a general way, as well as specific maps for each facility.  This information is available to the fire 
agencies, in case of a fire they need to know where hazardous materials are on the premises.) 
Commissioner Smith-Cooke asked who was responsible for testing Nacimiento Lake water supply.  (Mr. 
Hutchinson explained that County Public Works have 9 staff based at their water lab on Kansas Avenue 
and do the majority of the water tests for all of the County run systems and subcontract with some of the 
smaller water agencies.) 
Commissioner Smith-Cooke asked about monitoring and/or water quality testing for areas around Price 
Canyon where there has been hydraulic fracking.  (Mr. Batson commented that unless there is a water 
system providing water to someone, there would be no water testing done.) 
Commissioner Smith-Cooke asked if Mr. Batson was aware of any chemical simulated wells in that area.  
(Mr. Batson participated in a task force that did research on that about a year ago, and at that time, they 
weren’t aware of any that were using chemicals to simulate the well.  The State Department of Oil and 
Gas is responsible for regulating that activity and would be most knowledgeable.) 
Commissioner Warren asked about the GIS tracking of water conditions at the beach.  (Mr. Batson 
explained that Environmental Health tests for bacteria (fecal coliform/total coliform), not chemicals.  If 
set standards are exceeded, a health advisory will be issued.  If there were a sewage spill, they can close 
access to the beach.  Beach information is posted on the Environmental Health website.) 
 
Curtis Batson, Director, County of San Luis Obispo Environmental Health Services, explained that 
there is not a lot of information out about the public health impacts of a drought and that much more 
research needs to be done on drought and its direct impact on public health.   He outlined some of the 
things a drought might cause:  less water in lakes means higher concentrations of pollutants; higher 
temperatures of water increases oxygen levels in water, which can have an effect on aquatic life; runoff 
(when we do get a rain) that comes from fires and dry soil flows into streams and can be very problematic; 
low water flows into groundwater can cause saltwater migrating into drinking water; less water translates 
into lower crop yields & more expensive food; dry soil creates more dust in the air & higher risk of Valley 
Fever; less hydroelectric power makes electricity more expensive; rivers & creeks that used to flow 
become stagnant, resulting in more mosquito problems.  Drought conditions and lack of water are a slow 
motion disaster occurring over time and most disasters have a public health component. 
 
Commissioner Warren read an article that the City of Pismo Beach is installing low-flow to no-flow 
urinals and asked if the County was looking into installing those.  (Mr. Batson commented that there were 
discussions at the Drought Task Force meeting about low-flow urinals/toilets and that is currently being 
done, with plans to expand.) 
Commissioner Kington-Barker asked if it will become necessary to add more chemicals to the water as 
water resources get closer to minimum pool.  (Mr. Batson explained that if less water results in higher 
concentrations of bacteria, then yes, it would require higher levels of chemicals to sanitize.) 

5. Health Agency / 
 Public Health Report 

No report.   

6. Health 
 Commissioner 

Commissioner Smith-Cooke:  Reported that he is liaison to and attended the SLO County Commission 
on Aging meeting on August 21st titled “Our Changing Healthcare Landscape.”  This program was put 
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  Updates on by Alan Iftiniuk, CEO of French Hospital, and Ron Yukelson, Chief Business Development Officer for 
Tenet, who talked about the benefits of EHR, providing examples.  Also noted was the huge learning 
curve this has been for physicians, nurses and support staff.  Another point made was that with Covered 
California, the use of ERs is skyrocketing due to patients now having the ability to pay; and is part of the 
justification for Tenet and Dignity Health in establishing primary care clinics locally.  Also, as hospital 
corporations, they are able to recruit physicians more effectively than private practice.  As a HICAP 
representative, it was brought to Mr. Smith-Cooke’s attention that costs for radiological services had 
tripled through one of the new hospital facilities.  It was explained that professional standards for a 
hospital as an owner are much higher than private practice standards, which requires significant upgrades 
by the hospital corporation, and may not be readily seen by the patient.   
Commissioner Sage:  Reported that the SLO County Intimate Partner Violence Coalition is planning their 
annual educational forum for the end of October.  A representative will be invited to next month’s Health 
Commission meeting to talk about the program. 
Commissioner Sage:  Reported that the Healthy Communities Workgroup continues to meet on a 
monthly basis.  The workgroup receives 3 or 4 plans from the Planning Department each meeting to 
review from a health perspective.  The Governor has initiated an innovation challenge, wanting California 
to be more active in having healthy communities.  Kathleen Karle has started the process and an 
application has been submitted to apply for recognition for this program.  Awards are being granted at the 
end of Oct/Nov.  No money involved, but the chosen will be invited to Sacramento for recognition.  
Commissioner Robert Campbell: Reported that the First 5 Commission continues to work vigorously on 
their preliminary strategic plan.  No details have emerged, but some themes will be increased emphasis on 
family health as it affects children, rather than individual efforts with individual children.  Overall, is the 
“cloud” of decreased tobacco money that is being anticipated. 
Commissioner Warren:  Reported that the Homeless Services Oversight Council will be meeting this 
Wednesday.  She will report next month. 
Commissioner Kington Barker:  Reported that the SLO Coalition for Compassionate Care is again 
meeting, in combination with the POLST meeting.  The Coalition has been following the movement for 
aid in dying, and the discussions about possible reimbursement in 2016 for physicians for their time spent 
with patients discussing end of life care.  The Coalition’s mission is to find ways to educate the 
community in being better prepared about making choices before a person is in crisis.  The SLO County 
Coalition received a grant through the State Coalition to provide education to faith leaders.  Over the next 
year there will be more collaborative efforts toward education and making resources available. 
 

No additional updates. 
7. Committee Report No committee reports.   
8.  Prospective Future  
  Items 

October 19, 2015 
Medicare Open Enrollment – Marion Lawson/HICAP 
Covered California Open Enrollment – Joel Diringer, Diringer & Associates 
Behavioral Health Care Integration Project – Joel Diringer, Diringer & Associates 
Domestic Violence Health Care Partnership Project – Jason Reed/Women’s Shelter 

  

9. Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 7:55 P.M. Adjournment All 

 


