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SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY HEALTH COMMISSION 
 

 
 

December 14, 2015 
Health Commission Retreat / Planning Meeting 

SLO County Public Health Department 
 

Members Present:   Lynn Enns (Chair), Robert Campbell, David Clous, Claire Grantham, Kris Kington-
Barker, James Pope, Jean Raymond, Mary Jean Sage, Scott Smith-Cooke, Susan Warren 

Members Absent: None 
Staff Present: Dr. Penny Borenstein, Jean White, Liz Pozzebon (EH), James Caruso (Planning), Rich 

Lichtenfels (EH) 
Others Present: David Broadwater (CSI)  
  
1. Call to Order  
 Meeting called to order by Chair Enns at 6:02 pm. 
 

2. Public Comment  
Chair Enns opened the floor for public comment with no response. 
 

3. Biosolids Land Application Ordinance EIR/NOP Process and Questions  
Mr. David Broadwater, Centers for Sludge Information (CSI), presented information to the 
Commission on the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)/Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) process for the draft permanent ordinance regulating the land application of biosolids.  There is a 
scoping period ending on December 18th to allow agencies and the public to submit recommendations 
regarding issues to be analyzed in the EIR. 
 

Mr. Broadwater commented that the draft ordinance fails to comply with the Board of Supervisors 
direction in the following areas:  levels of contaminants allowed in land applied sewage sludge, levels 
of contaminants allowed to accumulate in the soil, and the range of contaminants used to limit the 
levels of contaminants in both sewage sludge and soil.  Additionally, the draft ordinance fails to 
comply with Board of Supervisors direction to ensure that other methods of disposal are analyzed, the 
public is notified of pending land application projects and provided opportunity to comment on them, 
landowners are informed of potential dangers and benefits of land application, County property records 
document the depositing of any sewage sludge to inform potential buyers, and those generating and 
applying sewage sludge post performance bonds and obtain pollution liability insurance. 
 

Mr. Broadwater recommends ceasing the CEQA/EIR processing of this draft ordinance, drafting a new 
ordinance in compliance with Board of Supervisors direction, and initiating the CEQA/EIR process 
when such an ordinance is formulated. 
 
Mr. Lichtenfels, Environmental Health Services, explained that each of the recommendations 
originally made by the task force and ultimately adopted by the 2002 Board of Supervisors were 
addressed in the proposed ordinance.  A concerted effort was made to include each recommendation.   
There are numerous requirements regarding the application of biosolids material that are more stringent 
than current Federal or State regulations.  By allowing Exceptional Quality (EQ) biosolids only, 
requiring baseline testing of soils for pollutants for each project, and requiring short and long-term 
tracking of applied EQ material, the draft ordinance provides an effective tracking mechanism to 
ensure pollutant accumulation limits are not exceeded.    EH has considered other feasible methods of 
biosolids management.  If and when a project is proposed for an alternative beneficial use of biosolids, 
EHS would participate in developing policy, as appropriate.  No applications for land application of 
biosolids have been received.  
 
The Commission received information, but did not take any action tonight. 
 

4. Recess:  Dinner Break  
Commissioners adjourned for a 15 minute dinner break. 
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5. Discussion and Planning of Agenda Topics for Jan-Jun 2016  
Commissioners reviewed a list of agenda topics proposed by commissioners for 2016 and 
recommended the following topics for Jan-June 2016: 
 

Jan 11, 2016 :  SLOCOG Transportation Funding, SLO Bike Coalition  
 Lead:  Mary Jean Sage 
 Recommended speakers:  James Worthley (SLOCOG); SLO Bike Coalition 

 

 Feb 8, 2016:  Oral Health Coalition for Children’s Oral Health Month 
 Lead:  Claire Grantham 

Recommended speakers:  CHC Oral Health Program; what services are available for adults & children 
 

Mar 14, 2016: Sustainable Food Systems 
 Lead:  David Clous 

Recommended speakers:  SLO Food System Coalition (Christine Nelson, Farm Advisor); GleanSLO; 
4H; Cal Poly Food Science; Hunter Francis (works with Kathleen Karle, Health Promotion) 

 

Apr 11, 2016:  Trauma Informed Care 
Lead:  Susan Warren 
Recommended speakers:  Mary Jean Sage will forward recommended speaker & contact information to 
Susan Warren. 

 

 May 9, 2016: Issues Surrounding Veterans / Services & Outreach 
 Lead:  Claire Grantham 
 Recommended speakers:  SLO Vets Center, CAPSLO Veterans Outreach 
 

 Jun 13, 2016:   Cancer Care Resources in SLO County / Oncology / Breast & Cervical Screening  
 Lead:  Jean Raymond 

Recommended speakers:  Wellness Center, Hope (Santa Maria), Ann McDowell, Epidemiologist, to 
talk about the State Cancer Registry. 
 
Recommended Future Agenda Topics: 
Antibiotics Overuse (August/September 2016?) – Invite Dr. Holland & Dr. Ritter 
Lead:  Claire Grantham 
 

Gaps in Healthcare for Seniors on Medicare (Education/Planning) 
Lead:  Kris Kington-Barker 
 

Reproductive Health (August 2016?) – include Planned Parenthood services, Public Health 
prevention / family planning (invite Lynn McCrudden, PHN) 
Lead:  David Clous 
 
There was a brief discussion on how to make the Health Commission “more visible.”  Community 
Education committee will meet to discuss.  Dr. Borenstein suggested inviting Jennifer Shay, Sr. Public 
Health Analyst, to the Community Ed meeting to help brainstorm. 

  
6. Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 


