


Wastewater treatment facilities are not 
designed to remove medications, so these 
materials pass untreated into our water 
system. Researchers have detected trace 
elements of medications in numerous water 
bodies nationwide.
Medications thrown in the trash are Medications thrown in the trash are 
susceptible to retrieval by individuals or pets. 
When sent to the landfill, medications can 
potentially enter the environment.

Teenagers and young adults are abusing 
medications -- some taken right from their
parents’or grandparents’ medicine 
cabinets at an alarming rate.
Young children and pets accidentally ingest
medications found around the home, 
leading to potential poisoning.leading to potential poisoning.
Seniors can mistakenly mix incompatible
medications or take expired drugs that 
may be harmful to them.

Over-the-counter medications
Prescription medications
Medication samples
Medications for household pets
Medicated lotions or ointments

No Needles or “sharps”
 (Return to Pharmacy for free disposal)

No Hazardous waste
 (See www.iwma.com for more information)

No Thermometers
No Personal care products
  (e.g. non-medicated shampoo, soap, perfume, etc...)

No Trash
No Mail
No Lost and found materials
No Empty containers
No Pharmaceuticals from 
 business/professionals 

Please keep medications in their original Please keep medications in their original 
containers and remove or scratch out all 
personal information, including name, 
address, and phone number. 
 
Note: This program is for household
medications only. Medical professionals are 
not eligible. not eligible. 


