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Recent Influenza virus activity ~-Widespread Activity in California
The SLO Public Health Laboratory is regularly detecting Influenza A virus (H3) and pandemic
2009 HIN1. Activity is now described as widespread —the highest on the state scale. There have
been no reports in California as yet of the new variant H3N2 v (previously known as swine-
origin triple reassortant influenza A (H3N2) or S-OtrH3N2) as yet.

No Charge Testing is still available for rapid Flu test positive specimens, the
Respiratory Virus PCR Panel (RVP) and Coccidioides PCR.
If your facility is performing the rapid flu test and you want to submit for Influenza RT-PCR
testing of rapid Flu test positive results, you can do one of the following:

e Collect two nasopharyngeal swabs at the same time from the patient; use one for the
rapid test, place the other in sterile tube while the rapid test is performed. If the rapid
test is positive, place the second swab in M4 viral transport medium for submission

e Collect two nasopharyngeal swabs at the same time from the patient; use one for the
rapid test, place the other in M4 viral transport medium.

Raw milk associated outbreaks — California and East coast

California Department of Public Health officials and the State Laboratory investigated an outbreak of
E coli O157:H7 that caused infection in five children who reside in Contra Costa, Kings, Sacramento and
San Diego counties and who consumed raw milk from Organic Pastures Dairy of Fresno. Pulsed-field gel
electrophoretic typing showed the same strain of E coli O157:H7 was recovered from the children and
from a variety of environmental sources —including manure, soil, water and work surfaces at the dairy.
Although the outbreak strain was not recovered from product, the probability of contamination of raw
milk remains the most plausible explanation for the illnesses.

Cows' stool is the most common reservoir of E. coli O157:H7 and it does not cause cows illness," said
Bill Marler, a Seattle-based food safety lawyer. "The problem for Organic Pastures is that they not only
found 10 samples that were positive for E. coli but also found two samples that were a genetic fingerprint
match to the ill children. That strain is a unique strain, and it helps tie the fact that the
most likely source of the children's illnesses came from the farm."

Nearly at the same time public health officials in Pennsylvania investigated an outbreak of
Campylobacteriosis linked to a raw milk producer, Family Cow. The recent outbreak of sickness linked to
a local farm ranks among Pennsylvania's 3 most severe outbreaks of disease linked to raw milk in the
past 5 years. The Pennsylvania Department of Health reported on February 13, 2012 that raw milk
produced at the Family Cow farm near Scotland was linked to 65 cases of campylobacteriosis in 4 states:
56 in Pennsylvania, 4 in Maryland, 3 in West Virginia, and 2 in New Jersey (ProMed Digest).
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