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Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome Corona Virus (MERS CoV).

As of May 12, two cases of MERS corona virus have been detected in the United States—one in
Indiana and one in Florida. Over 500 cases have been detected in thirteen countries, with a
mortality of about 25%. Clinical laboratorians are advised to consult the San Luis Obispo Public

Health Laboratory website for guidance on specimen collection for suspect cases of MERS CoV.
http://www.sloPublicHealth.org/ILab

Ebola virus, East Africa.

As of May 3, 2014, the Ministry of Health (MOH) of Guinea has reported a cumulative total of
231 clinical cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD), including 155 deaths. Of patients tested for Ebola
virus infection, 127 cases have been laboratory confirmed. In the capital of Conakry 53 suspect
cases meet the clinical definition with 40 cases laboratory confirmed. Twenty-four healthcare
workers (HCWs) have been affected (19 confirmed), with 16 deaths.

Chikungunya Virus., Caribbean.

Local transmission of Chikunguya virus is now reported in 14 Caribbean counties as of May 6",
spreading from its initial detection in Saint Martin in December 2013. The illness is caused by a
virus previously limited to the Eastern hemisphere that is transmitted by two species of
mosquito, Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus. Travelers are at risk for contracting this
infection. Recently the California Department of Public Health reported two cases of imported
Chikungunya infection, one of whom recently travelled to the Caribbean island nation of
Dominica, while the other was a visitor to Tonga in the southwestern Pacific.

Novel Orthopox virus, Gerogia.

On May 1* a report was issued from the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
that described a new virus. Two herdsmen in the country of Georgia have been infected with a
previously undescribed poxvirus, closely related to smallpox virus. Like smallpox virus, it
causes painful blisters on the hands and arms. Other symptoms include fever, swollen lymph
nodes and overall weakness. Per CDC scientists at a meeting in Atlanta, "We consider this family
of viruses very important because smallpox could be used as a bioterrorism agent,"

Zika Virus, Easter Island and French Polynesia.

Zika virus (ZIKV), a rare mosquito-borne illness, is spreading across the islands of the
South Pacific. The Disease Daily recently published a spotlight piece on Zika virus,
highlighting current outbreaks on 15 different Polynesian islands including Tahiti and
Bora Bora. Zika fever, considered an emerging disease of arboviral origin, because of its
expanding geographic area, is known as a benign infection usually presenting as an influenza-
like illness with cutaneous rash.
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