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Packaging and Shipping Training-- Save that Date!

e May 13, 2008 at Santa Barbara Public Health Department (tentative)
e May 15, 2008 at Ventura County Public Health Department (tentative)

Presented by nationally-recognized CDC expert Pat Payne, this is a one-day program that
provides a comprehensive overview of regulations applicable to Packaging and Shipping human
and animal specimens for laboratory testing. Lectures, demonstrations, and group exercises will
be used to provide instruction on complying with international, federal and local (including
courier services) transportation regulations. This program is designed for Laboratories and
Veterinarians who package, ship, and transport division 6.2 hazardous materials such as animal
and human specimens and cultures. The FAA requires that individuals who perform packaging
and shipping receive training every three years.

If you intend to register when on-line registration becomes available through the National
Laboratory Training Network (NLTN) call Trudy Hodge at 805-781-5507 or thoge@co.slo.ca.us
and indicate the desired location for your attendance.

Plague Testing at the SLO Public Health Laboratory

The SLO Public Health Laboratory is now receiving specimens and isolates from suspected
human and animal cases of infection due to Yersinia pestis. Confirmation testing includes
PCR, direct fluorescent antibody, phage susceptibility and other conventional biochemical
testing procedures. Environmental specimens will require FBI approval. No fee is required for
testing preapproved by the SLO Public Health Laboratory.

Norovirus Testing at the SLO Public Health Laboratory

The SLO Public Health Laboratory is now accepting stool specimens for Reverse-transcription
Polymerase Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) testing for Norovirus detection. Noroviruses ( previously
called Norwalk virus) are the number one cause of viral gastroenteritis, commonly causing
outbreaks in institutional settings such as childcare and long term care facilities as well as
noteworthy cruise ship outbreaks. Norovirus laboratory diagnosis cannot be made by virus
culture as the virus can only be cultivated under stringent advanced research conditions,
however detection of the Norovirus nucleic acid (RNA) can be performed by real-time reverse
transcription PCR as is currently performed by SLO Public Health Laboratory.

For information about these services, contact Dr James L Beebe 805-781-5512 or
jbeebe@co.slo.ca.us
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