
            SLO Public Health Laboratory Bulletin 
April 2008 

J Beebe S Beccacio  4-20-08 

 
 

 
Public Health Laboratory Bioterrorism Response for Hospitals and other laboratories 
The SLO Public health Laboratory is now operative to receive bacterial isolates and specimens 
that cannot be ruled out as agents of : 

• Plague –Yersinia pestis 
• Anthrax – Bacillus anthracis 
• Tularemia—Franciscella tularensis 
• Brucellosis – Brucella species ( B. abortus, B. melitensis, B. suis) 

Call supervisor Sharon Beccacio 805-781-5509 or Director Dr James Beebe 805-781-5512 if 
you have an isolate that you cannot rule out. Isolates and related specimens will be accepted 
from diagnostic laboratories including: 

• hospital clinical laboratories,  
• private reference laboratories,  
• physician office laboratories and  
• veterinary or agricultural extension station laboratories  

of San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura counties. 
Environmental specimens require FBI approval, call for more information. 
 
Filling out Requisitions—we need your help! 
Please remember that the requisition forms must include the Ordering Physician’s name. 
When filling in the boxes on the San Luis Obispo County Public Health Laboratory’s requisition,  
please use the box that appears on the right side below “Submitter Information” marked 
“Contact Name” to enter the ordering physician,. do not use a PA or NP for the ordering 
physician.  If these requisitions are submitted without the physician’s name we will need to call 
you for the information and this may delay the processing of your specimen. 
 
Save the Date! May 28, 2008 
Hands-on Bioterrorism Agents Wet Lab Workshop at Cuesta College. All day workshop allowing 
hands on experience with attenuated agents of plague, anthrax, tularemia, brucellosis and 
melioidosis presented by the San Luis Obispo Public Health Laboratory.   7 CEUs and no 
charge for this workshop; 12 seats maximum - 3 seats left! . Call or email Trudy Hodge at 805-
781-5507 or thodge@co.slo.ca.us  to reserve a seat. No fee for this workshop. 
 
PCR Testing at the SLO Public Health Laboratory 
In response to questions regarding Pertussis PCR testing now available, the SLO PH laboratory 
has chosen PCR as the primary diagnostic method due to its superior sensitivity (95% vs 45-
60% for culture) and specificity ( 96-98% vs  75-85% for DFA) and is no longer performing 
culture in response to request for diagnostic testing for pertussis, The real time PCR assay will 
also detect B parapertussis ( not a reportable). The optimal specimen is a nasal wash but 
nasopharyngeal swabs are accepted. Specimen collection instructions can be emailed or faxed 
to your agency. Fee $71 per specimen. 
 
If you need more information call Sharon Beccacio 805-781-5509 or Director Dr James Beebe 
805-781-5512 
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