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Reporting Select Agent Identifications

Reporting identified cases of select agent infection are the responsibility of every
diagnostic laboratory, even for naturally acquired infections. Upon the “identification” of a
biological select agent, the clinical or public health laboratory performing the testing must report
to the CDC Select Agent Program. While not expressly defined in the Select Agent rule
“identification” is consistent with isolation and identification, ie the agent can be propagated,
grown in culture. “Confirmation” is consistent with the battery of tests performed on a viable
culture isolate by Laboratory Response Network (LRN) laboratories such as the SLO Public
Health Laboratory. Few diagnostic laboratories can perform the testing to conclusively identify
select agents. However, if you do perform that testing, it is your responsibility to report the
finding to the CDC Select Agent Program. http://www.cdc.gov/od/sap/

However, if a clinical laboratory makes a presumptive identification of one of these
agents (especially agents of plague, anthrax, tularemia, brucellosis, and Coccidioidomycosis)
and refers rapidly a culture isolate and/or specimens to the SLO Public Health Laboratory, we
will perform the necessary reporting for a confirmed identification. The SLO Public Health
Laboratory footnotes such reports with the message: “ In accordance with 42 CFR 73 we are
notifying you of the identification of the select agent listed above”.

A positive result of a PCR, EIA or other test that does result in the cultivation of the agent
should not be considered an “identification”. However, we request the your laboratory refer
presumptively positive specimens to the SLO Public Health Laboratory so that we can culture
and isolate the agent.

IF your laboratory does not have a select agent certification for the agent you have
recovered — AND, it is identified as a select agent by the SLO Public Health Laboratory, you
must destroy all cultures within seven days of the report or transfer to the SLO Public Health
laboratory any and all remaining cultures or stocks of the isolate.

You will be in violation of federal law if you maintain a select agent isolate in your stock
culture collection if you are not authorized to do so under a select agent registration that
specifically authorizes your laboratory to possess that particular species of organism. For more
information call Dr Jim Beebe 805-781-5512 or email jbeebe@co.slo.ca.us

Occupational exposures to Select Agents:

Handling select agents such as cultures of live, virulent Brucella species under open bench
conditions (BSL-2) can be considered an occupational exposure—also reportable to the CDC
Select Agent program.

For example, if your laboratory refers a slow-growing, gram-negative coccobacillary
organism to the SLO Public Health Laboratory that is subsequently reported to you as a Brucella
species, it is recommended that the supervisor review handling of the isolate, including the
procedures used to presumptively identify the isolate. Use of rapid identification systems that
require preparation of suspensions of the agent, vortexing, aspirating or pipetting or injecting
isolate suspensions on the open bench without use of a biosafety cabinet and other biosafety
precautions may constitute a biohazard exposure that might result in a laboratory-acquired
infection.
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