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Changes to Laboratory requisitions and reports: 
 
Starting August 1, the SLO Public health Laboratory will maintain a single test record for all 
specimens and test orders received as a single requisition submission. The laboratory has 
ceased the practice of separate test records and reports for each test order and specimen.  
With this change, it is no longer necessary for submitting agencies to make out separate 
requisitions for each category of testing. 

For example, if you collect and wish to submit a urine specimen for Chlamydia-
Gonorrhea amplification test, a oral fluid specimen for HIV antibody and a serum specimen for 
syphilis serology, mark the patient’s name on each specimen with the date of collection, fill in 
the patient information on a single requisitions and mark the appropriate check box 
corresponding to the three test orders. You will receive a single report and a single claim will be 
rendered to the payer.  
 

 
SAVE THE DATE!  ALL HAZARDS PREPAREDNESS WORKSHOP. 

 
A special two-day workshop has been scheduled for early 2009. State experts will present a 
series of topics featuring Incident response, occupational and environmental health, food safety 
in California, bioterrorism agents, a table-top exercise for emergency response to an incident of 
agroterrorisml/ food safety, safe drinking water preparedness, explosive devices and 
radiological device dispersion, and response to a pesticide dispersal, and more!  This 
workshops is currently being presented in Orange County and has been attended by laboratory 
workers, clinical and public health specialists, hazmat team members, emergency medical staff,  
animal health specialist, agricultural experts and others. Mark your calendars for February 26 
and 27, 2009.  
 
 
The test result is only as good as the specimen collected. 
 
This adage is well known laboratory experts as well agencies they serve. The public health 
laboratory can only maximize testing for whatever has been submitted. Collection made at a 
sub-optimal anatomic site, specimens that are kept too long before submission, temperature 
abuse and inappropriate transport preservatives or conditions can prevent the lab from obtaining 
the results you seek.  

For instance, did you know that the blood specimens collected for the Quantiferon test 
must be shaken quite vigorously after collection, for up to 10 seconds, to insure that the 
chemicals in the tube can stimulate white cells to produce interferon. Without the vigorous 
shaking, we will receive blood tubes that will likely render a result of “indeterminate”, meaning 
no result at all. 

If you are in need of an instruction protocol for collection and transport of any specimen 
please contact the laboratory at 805-781-5507 for assistance. 
 


