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Method Change for Chlamydia-Gonorrhea (CT-GC) Amplification testing—January 2009
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Specimens accepted for testing will include:

Female: cervical, vaginal, rectal, and pharyngeal APTIMA swab and APTIMA urine
specimens

Male: urethral, rectal, pharyngeal APTIMA swab and APTIMA urine specimens.

ALL HAZARDS PREPAREDNESS WORKSHOP February 26 and 27, 2009.

A special two-day workshop featuring all hazards preparedness topics is filling up quickly.
Registrants for the three-county Laboratory Response Network (LRN) catchments area (San
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura counties) are being given preference

More than half of the available seats for this workshop have been assigned and a waitlist for
non-catchments area applicants has been started. If you wish to register contact Trudy Hodge at
781-4843 or thodge@co.slo.ca.us.

Packaging and Shipping Training— 2009 to be schedules

The SLO Public Health Laboratory is conducting an informal survey to determine interest in
2009 Pack & Ship workshops. If you are interested, call Trudy Hodge at 805-781-4843 or email
thodge@co.slo.ca.us and indicate the desired location for your attendance.

Reminder: Use of Social Security Numbers For Billing Prohibited Beginning February 1,
2009 Effective for dates of service on or after February 1, 2009, providers may no longer bill
Medi-Cal using a recipient’s Social Security Number (SSN). Claims submitted with a recipient’s
SSN will be denied. All exemptions to this policy are discontinued except for Medicare crossover
claims. Providers may continue to bill Medicare crossover claims using the recipient’s SSN.
Claims submitted with a valid nine-digit Client Index Number will continue to be accepted.
However, all providers are expected to use the Medi-Cal identification number from the
recipient’s Benefits Identification Card (BIC) or paper ID card when verifying eligibility, billing
Medi-Cal or submitting Treatment Authorization Requests (TARS).

This notice has been published on the Medi-Cal Web site, http://www.medi-cal.ca.gov/, as a link
from the home page Newsroom section. Please cascade this message to your membership,
and thank you for your continued support of the Medi-Cal program.
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