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Coccidioides—a name change

A dimorphic fungus and common cause of pulmonary infection in California, Coccidioides
has had a recent name change. What we have come to know as Coccidioides immitis is now
recognized as two species: C. immitis and C. posadasii. In fact, fungal isolates that have been
identified as C. immitis for decades in this country are more likely to be C. posadasii.

Both species have the potential to infect humans as well as other mammals, but clinical and
public health laboratories rarely have the necessary tools, such as DNA sequencing, to
distinguish between the two species. The SLO Public Health Laboratory performs a DNA
hybridization test, or DNA Probe test, that conclusively identifies these species, but does not
distinguish between them. As such, laboratory reports will change from the simple designation:
COCCIDIODES IMMITIS to- COCCIDIOIDES IMMITIS/ COCCIDIOIDES POSADASII.

Both are classified as Select Agents, requiring the reporting of the recovery and
identification, possession and destruction of isolates. Remember, laboratories that transfer all
cultures of a presumptive isolate to the SLO Public Health Laboratory for identification do not
carry the burden of reporting.

Packaging and Shipping Training—2009 information!

Tentatively a workshop presented by nationally-recognized CDC expert Pat Payne, has been
scheduled for August of 2009 in the Tri-county area. This one-day program provides a
comprehensive overview of regulations applicable to Packaging and Shipping human and
animal specimens for laboratory testing.

Lectures, demonstrations, and group exercises will be used to provide instruction on
compliance with international, federal and local (including courier services) transportation
regulations. This program is designed for clinical and public health laboratorians, veterinarians
and other workers who package, ship, and transport division 6.2 hazardous materials such as
animal and human specimens and cultures.

FAA regulations require that individuals who perform packaging and shipping receive
training every three years. The FAA is notable for on-site, unannounced inspections of
laboratories requesting the shipping and training records for all staff assigned these duties.

If you intend to register when on-line registration becomes available through the National
Laboratory Training Network (NLTN) call Trudy Hodge at 805-781-5507 or thodge@co.slo.ca.us
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and indicate the desired location for your attendance.
All-Hazards Workshop

OversixtyNearly seventy attendees-representativesing from hospitals, agriculture, law
enforcement, fire, emergency response-, public health and other agencies attended a highly
acclaimed the-two-day workshop presented on February 26 and 27 by SLO Public Health
Laboratory and a team of experts from the state-dCalifornia Department of Ppublic Hhealth.
Highlighted were table-top exercises that allowed all representatives of agencies, including
Health Officer, Dr Penny Borenstein to identify themselves and advise all attendees what role
they would play in a response to a chemical, biological, or radiological emergency.

If you missed the workshop, another opportunity may arise during 2010.; Stay tuned to the SLO
Public Health Laboratory Bulletin.
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