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H1N1 swine-origin Influenza virus 
 As of June 3, 2009, the San Luis Obispo Public Health Laboratory has received over 300 
specimens for Influenza RT-PCR testing and conducted testing on nearly one hundred of the specimens 
with the others having gone to the state laboratory for testing. To date, 23 samples are positive for the 
new H1N1 swine-origin Influenza virus. 

The terminology used to designate influenza virus strains has caused confusion. During this 
influenza season, circulating strains of human-origin H1N1 influenza virus were causing illness and the 
vaccine formulation for the 2008-2009 season contained human-origin H1N1 virus as a vaccine 
component. The designation “H1N1” has become short-hand for this new virus, just as “E.coli” can be 
short-hand for E coli O157:H7 or other types of E.coli that can be vastly different in virulence and disease 
causing potential.   

Additional characterization information is necessary to show that this new virus is distinctly 
different from H1 Type A Influenza viruses that circulated during this season. For instance, one of several 
components of the vaccine used in the Northern Hemisphere this year is “A/Brisbane/59/2007 (H1N1)-
like virus” The notation means that the virus was first isolated from a human in Brisbane, Australia in 
2007---and the virus is an H1N1 Influenza virus. The new H1N1 virus might be given a designation of  
“A/Mexico/24/2009 (H1N1)swine-like virus”.  It is more obvious from the ‘long hand’ designation that 
the new virus is different from human-adapted H1N1 viruses that caused influenza during this past 
season. 
 San Luis Obispo Public Health Laboratory reports RT-PCR results for detection of human-origin 
influenza viruses as “H1 positive” or “H3 positive” This means we have detected typical human-origin 
influenza virus, NOT the new swine-origin H1N1 virus.  If the state laboratory has detected the new virus, 
we will report : “ Influenza A (H1) swine-like nucleic acid detected by RT-PCR” 
 
 
New fee schedule available July 1, 2009 
 The County Board of Supervisors has approved the fee schedule of the San Luis Obispo Public 
Health Laboratory for July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010. Some test fees are increased for the coming 
year, principally due to the application of new cost accounting measures.  
 However, consistent with the economic downturn that the nation and the world is enduring at the 
present time, some test fees are being reduced. The fee schedule is being sent to all current customers 
stratified by human, animal or environmental testing schedules. Notable reductions in fees include: 

• Quantiferon is reduced from $76 per sample to $43.   
• Chlamydia and Gonorrhea amplification tests are reduced from $47 to $44 each 
• The standard bacteriologic water test, Total Coliforms and E.coli “Presence/Absence” test, is 

reduced from $22 to $18 per sample. 
• Volume-based fees for monthly billing customers is available for  

-Chlamydia/Gonorrhea amplified test 
- HIV 1, 2 + O antibody testing (oral fluid or serum) 
- Tuberculosis culture and identification 
- Quantiferon 
- Total Coliforms and E.coli, Presence/Absence test 
 

  Contact Dr Jim Beebe (jbeebe@co.slo.ca.us) for a fee schedule and/or a quotation on volume-based 
pricing. 
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