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Influenza virus infections

Influenza virus infections continue to be described as widespread in California. The SLO Public Health
Laboratory continues to detect 2009 Pandemic HIN1, seasonal H3 and Influenza B virus by RT-PCR
testing. The SLO PH Laboratory is still accepting specimens for PCR testing at no charge in cases of a
positive rapid flu test.

Updated SLO Public Health Laboratory website
The SLO Public health Laboratory website—updated in numerous categories—went live on
Monday February 28, 2011. The URL is recorded below, Please browse and bookmark this site.

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/health/healthtesting/laboratory.htm
If you would like to receive the Bulletin as an email, please reply to jbeebe@co.slo.ca.us.

The new site incorporates features that lab customers will find useful. Documents available for viewing
or printing are grouped in three categories:
About our services: You can find general information regarding services including
e Animal testing,
e Contact information for laboratory staff,
e Courier service, laboratory licenses and certificates —available for printing as needed,
¢ Information for health fair firms—non-diagnostic general health assessment application and state
statute;
e Explanations for no-fee testing
e Our 2010-2011 test menu and fee schedule with CPT codes
Customer Information
e Billing information including all insurance carriers currently billed
e Specimen collection instruction sheets
e Testing Fact Sheets
e  Water Testing —a special location for home well water collection, requisition instructions, well
disinfection.
Becoming a Customer
¢ New customer enrollment form
e Emergency use requisitions- that can be used by providers, firms, offices, or on an emergency
basis to submit a specimen requested by public health officials.

Any comments, questions or suggestions for additional features? Email Laboratory Director Dr. Jim
Beebe jbeebe@co.slo.ca.us.

CLIA certification

The SLO Public Health Laboratory was inspected on March 3. No deficiencies were found and
the Lab was recertified. Until the new 2-year certificate is received, a copy of the recertification
letter can be found on the new website.
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