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Keep your Laboratory Radar Up

Measles - Eleven cases of measles have been diagnosed in recent weeks in California.
Consider international travel as a factor for transmission as measles outbreaks are occurring in
Asia and Europe, especially France. Over 9,000 measles cases were reported in France between
October 1, 2010 and the end of March 2011; most cases have been teenagers. In 2010, there were
two deaths (one from encephalitis and one from pneumonia) and eight patients with
neurological complications. In 1989-1991, the last major outbreak of measles virus infection
occurred in the US with 17,000 cases.

A single case can cause considerable effort and expenses for health care facilities that have

not maintained immunization records for health care workers (J Infect Dis 2011; 203:1517-25; JID
2011:203:1507-9.)

Currently the SLO Public Health Laboratory is considering the development of a
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test for measles, as the newest information shows that PCR is
equivalent or superior to culture. Specimens from suspect cases will be sent to the State Viral
and Rickettsial Disease laboratory for testing. Instructions for collection of specimens for
measles diagnosis are available on the SLO Public Health Laboratory website

West Nile Virus - While the typical season begins in mid-summer and no cases have been
reported as yet, a WNV-positive mosquito has been detected in San Bernadino County. The
combination of abundant rainfall and rising temperatures favors mosquito numbers and the
relatively low number of cases in recent years may cause the medical community to forget this
agent. It is noteworthy that San Luis Obispo County no longer maintains a mosquito
surveillance and abatement program.

Customer Satisfaction Survey: You may find a customer satisfaction questionnaire enclosed in
mailed reports. We would like to know how are services are viewed. The questionnaire can be
tilled out with check box notations and faxed back to us [781-1023]. Tell us how we are doing.

Stool Culture Notice: Stool culture specimen submission will require only a swab placed in
Amies transport medium. Older Cary Blair transport medium vials are being phased out.

Visit the Updated SLO Public Health Laboratory website

The new SLO Public Health Laboratory website went live on Monday February 28, 2011. The
URL is noted below. Please browse and bookmark this site.
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/health/healthtesting/laboratory.htm

If you would like to receive the Bulletin as an email, please send request to jbeebe@co.slo.ca.us.
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