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Outbreak Run-down,  Summer 2011 
 
Salmonella Heidelberg—Ground Turkey.  PulseNet laboratories in 31 states have identified 
107 cases of infection by the same strain of multidrug resistant S. Heidelberg. Six cases are 
reported in California. The epidemiologic investigation led to a Cargill Meat Solutions 
Corporation plant in Springdale, Arkansas triggering the recall of 36 million pounds of ground 
turkey—the largest Class I USDA recall to date. Laboratory analysis of ground turkey product 
resulted in the recovery of the primary outbreak strain from product retained by several 
patients and the recognition of a second strain or pulsed-field type that allowed the inclusion of 
32 suspect cases infected with this second type.  The San Luis Obispo Public Health laboratory 
sero-groups Salmonella isolates submitted for confirmation. S Heidelberg is serogroup B. (CDC) 
 
Salmonella Agona—Papayas, Mexico. As of late July, 99 cases of the outbreak strain have been 
identified in 23 states, with seven California case-patients identified in six local health 
jurisdictions . The combined epidemiologic and FDA traceback investigation lead to a 
distributor (Agromod Produce) based in McAllen, Texas that imported papayas from Mexico. 
S Agona is serogroup D. (CDPH) 
 
E coli 104:H4 – Sprouts, Germany.  Amid over four thousand cases, a total of 852 cases of 
hemolytic-uremic syndrome (HUS) with 32 deaths have been recorded to date. In the US, six 
cases of illness linked to the outbreak strain have been identified. Investigation has led to an 
exporter of seeds for sprout production in Egypt as the most likely source of contamination in 
the outbreaks in Germany and France. (CDC) 
 
Measles- US travelers to Europe. As of August 10, 2011, 170 cases of measles have been 
identified in US residents. ( R Bellini, CDC personal communication). Since the 
beginning of 2011, there have been more than 21,000 measles cases in Europe, with 7 
fatalities. Many of the cases have occurred in popular holiday destinations such as 
France, Spain, Belgium and Italy. In Ireland, some 110 cases have been reported since 
January 2011. Public Health officials have urged parents to check that their children 
have had the MMR [mumps, measles and rubella] vaccine before travelling.  (CDC) 
 

Visit the Public Health Laboratory website today. 
http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/health/healthtesting/laboratory.htm   
If you would like to receive the Bulletin as an email, please send request to jbeebe@co.slo.ca.us.  
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