
 

Page 1 of 1 
 

Bulletin               October 2011 
 
Mumps Outbreak at the University of California Berkeley  
The California Department of Public Health was notified of a mumps outbreak at the 
University of California (UC) Berkeley campus on September 29th and has been working 
closely with the City of Berkeley Department of Health Services and UC Berkeley Health 
Services to investigate the outbreak and implement control measures. Currently the 
California State Viral and Rickettsial Diseases Laboratory (VRDL) performs PCR and 
antibody testing to confirm these cases. 
 
Influenza –New Variant 
National surveillance has recorded low Influenza activity over the summer with 139 influenza 
positive cases reported to the CDC. The majority of positive cases were influenza A viruses 
(73%). Of the influenza A positive cases, 67% were seasonal influenza A/H3N2, and the 
remaining 33% were influenza pandemic strain now referred to as A/H1N1pdm. There was one 
influenza-associated pediatric death in August from an influenza B.  
 However, a new Influenza A variant that combines some of the genes of the seasonal H3N2 
strain with the swine origin genes of the pandemic 2009 H1N1 strain has been identified. Four 
cases of infection caused by this new variant swine-origin H3N2 virus has been detected. All 
cases have occurred in children in Indiana (1 case) and Pennsylvania (3 cases). All cases 
recovered, and no additional cases have been detected.  
 The PCR assay used by the SLO Public Health Laboratory uses multiple targets, including 
the genes  for seasonal A and the pandemic A gene, and is expected to detect a number of 
possible new variants, including the swine-origin H3N2 detected in Indiana and Pennsylvania. 
    The SLO Public Health Laboratory is accepting rapid-influenza test (RIT) positive testing 
specimens for RT-PCR testing at no charge until the influenza season is declared.  ( Note: collect 
two swabs, use one for RIT, one for placement in  M4 medium if RIT is positive) 
 
Listeriosis  -   two events 
PulseNet Public health laboratories have conducted DNA typing procedures to link cases of 
listeriosis to consumption of cantaloupe melons produced by one grower (Jensen Farms) in 
Holly, Colorado.  Reports of Listeriosis thus far include 23 deaths among 116 cases in 25 states, 
making this outbreak one of the deadliest in recent years.   A single case was detected in 
California to date. 
 In late September, an FDA laboratory recovered Listeria (probably species monocytogenes) 
from samples of bagged romaine lettuce produced by True Leaf Farms of Salinas, California. A 
recall of product was begun based on this finding. To date no human cases of Listeriosis have 
been identified that are linked to the contamination finding. 
  


