
Special Bulletin #2 December 22,2010 
 
Signature requirement delayed 
 
The paragraphs below were taken straight from the CMS website regarding Signatures on 
Requisitions for Clinical Diagnostic Laboratory Tests. 
   
http://www.cms.gov/ClinicalLabFeeSched/  
  
In the November 29, 2010 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule final rule, the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) finalized its proposed policy to require a physician's or qualified 
nonphysician practitioner's (NPP) signature on requisitions for clinical diagnostic laboratory 
tests paid under the clinical laboratory fee schedule effective January 1, 2011. A requisition is 
the actual paperwork, such as a form, which is provided to a clinical diagnostic laboratory that 
identifies the test or tests to be performed for a patient. 
  
Although many physicians, NPPs, and clinical diagnostic laboratories may be aware of, and are 
able to comply with, this policy, CMS is concerned that some physicians, NPPs, and clinical 
diagnostic laboratories are not aware of, or do not understand, this policy.  
 
As such, CMS will focus in the first calendar quarter of 2011 on developing educational and 
outreach materials to educate those affected by this policy. As they become available, we will 
post this information on our website and use the other channels we have to communicate with 
providers to ensure this information is widely distributed. Once our first quarter of 2011 
educational campaign is fully underway, CMS will expect requisitions to be signed. 
 
 
The SLO Public Health Laboratory is considering revisions to our requisition that would provide a clearly 
delineated site with 
a LEGIBLE signature of the physician or non-physician practitioner (NPP) should be placed.   
 
We request that health care providers implement changes now so that our billing staff can clearly discern 
the individual who ordered the test 
by requiring the physician or NPP to sign the requisition. 
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