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Influenza virus surveillance

Until transmission of influenza virus is firmly established, the SLO Public Health
Laboratory requests submission of rapid-flu test positive specimens from patients with
influenza-like illness (ILI) for surveillance testing at no charge.
Please Mark on the Requisition the results of the rapid flu testing using an abbreviated
message such as “Rapid A +” or “ Rapid B +” in the comments field.

Assembly Bill 186 requirements for Clinical Laboratories effective January 1, 2014..
The California Department of Public Health has published regulations that require clinical
laboratories to refer to their public health laboratory beginning January 1t 2014:

1. Culture isolates of Listeria monocytogenes, Neisseria meningitidis (from sterile body
sites), and shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli.

2. Serum specimens positive for Measles virus IgM

3. Culture broths from shiga-toxin-positive stool specimens

These requirements add to existing requirements for referral of:
1. Salmonella culture isolates
2. Mycobacterium tuberculosis isolates
3. Malaria-positive blood smears

In addition to the requirement for referral of specimens and cultures isolates, Clinical
laboratories should notify their LRN public health laboratory when a TEST REQUEST is
recieved for anthrax, (animal or human), botulism, (infant or non-infant), brucellosis,
Burkholderia mallei or B pseudomallei infections, plague (human or animal) and tularemia,

The detailed list of AB 186 requirements for clinical laboratory reportables can be found at the
SLO Public Health Laboratory website: http://www.slopublichealth.org/lab.
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