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SPECIAL BULLETIN #3 JANUARY 2011

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
Requirement for Signature on requisitions for clinical diagnostic test orders

What is required?
The physician ordering the test must sign the requisition legibly (stamps are not allowed)
OR
As allowed by California state law and regulation, a nurse practitioner or physician’s assistant
may sign, as directed by a supervising physician, but the health care provider must maintain
documentation that details the tests that the supervising physician has delegated the authority to order.

CMS defines an order as a communication from the treating physician or practitioner requesting that a lab
perform a diagnostic test for a beneficiary. Orders may be conveyed via:
e A written document signed by the treating physician/practitioner that is hand delivered, mailed, or
faxed to the treating facility
e Telephone call , e-mail or other electronic means ( the Public Health Laboratory is not prepared
as yet to receive electronic orders routinely)

CMS says a requisition is the actual paperwork, such as a form, that the physician provides the clinical
diagnostic laboratory to identify the test or tests he or she wants performed. The requisition may contain
patient information, billing information, specimen type, collection and processing information, and test
selection. CMS stated in the final rule that a requisition signed by a physician may serve as an order, to
minimize confusion about signed orders vs. unsigned requisitions going forward.

When is this rule effective: March, 2011
http://www.cms.gov/Clinical LabFeeSched/

In the November 29, 2010 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule final rule, the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) finalized its proposed policy to require a physician's or qualified non-physician
practitioner's (NPP) signature on requisitions for clinical diagnostic laboratory tests paid under the clinical
laboratory fee schedule effective January 1, 2011.

Although many physicians, non-physician practitioners (NPPs), and clinical diagnostic laboratories may
be aware of, and are able to comply with, this policy, CMS is concerned that some physicians, NPPs, and
clinical diagnostic laboratories are not aware of, or do not understand, this policy. As such, CMS will focus
in the first calendar quarter of 2011 on developing educational and outreach materials to educate those
affected by this policy. As they become available, we will post this information on our website and use
other channels we have to communicate with providers to ensure this information is widely distributed.
Once our first quarter of 2011 educational campaign is fully underway, CMS will expect requisitions to be
signed.

There is substantial opposition to the implementation of this rule by the clinical laboratory community and
hospital organizations, but at the present time, the San Luis Obispo Public Health Laboratory must
prepare for the almost certain implementation of this requirement.

Who can sign?
The following details which licensed health care professionals can and cannot sign requisitions in
accordance with the California Business and Professions Code and associated regulations:
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Physicians — can sign lab requisitions

Business and Professions Code citations 3500-3503.5
Are authorized to diagnose physical conditions, and order laboratory tests...
A copy of a written or electronic order can be attached to the requisition.

Nurse Practitioners and Certified Nurse Midwives — can sign lab requisitions

Business and Professions Code citation 2834-2837

Physician Assistant — can sign lab requisitions with documented delegation

An agreement that delegates services by the physician to the physician assistant should describe the
standardized procedures and services that the physician assistant is enabled to perform. A template for
such an agreement is available on request.

Business and Professions Code citation 2069 (a) (2)

The supervising physician and surgeon at a clinic described in paragraph (1) may, at his or her discretion,
in consultation with the nurse practitioner, nurse-midwife, or physician assistant provide

written instructions to be followed by a medical assistant in the performance of tasks or supportive
services. These written instructions may provide that the supervisory function for the medical assistant for
these tasks or supportive services may be delegated to the nurse practitioner, nurse-midwife, or physician
assistant within the standardized procedures or protocol, and that tasks may be performed when the
supervising physician and surgeon is not onsite, so long as the following apply: ??

Registered Nurses - CANNOT sign lab requisitions

Business and Professions Code citation 2725 authorizes standardized procedures that can be performed
by registered nurses.

Registered Nurses can draw blood according to 2725 b) (3) The performance of skin tests, immunization
techniques, and the withdrawal of human blood from veins and arteries.

Medical Assistants CANNOT sign lab requisitions

This new federal requirement has direct bearing on the ability of the SLO Public Health Laboratory
to seek reimbursement for testing from Medicare, Medi-Cal, State Office of Family Planning and
CencCal.

For additional information, contact the Public Health Laboratory director, Dr James Beebe 805-781-5512
or jbeebe@co.slo.ca.us




