FACT SHEET

Respiratory Virus PCR Panel Test 6040

The SLO Public Health Laboratory performs a molecular amplification for detection of a broad
array of respiratory viruses by a multiplex real-time Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) method.
PCR is most rapid and sensitive detection method, allowing specific identification of the
infective agents, and also allowing the detection of co-infecting viruses. Rapid diagnosis allows
for the use of antiviral drugs and proper antibiotic stewardship, decreasing hospital stay and
charges.

Identification of viruses causing outbreaks in closed settings allows the institution of the correct
interventions and early control of transmission.

A quantitative, multiplex polymerase chain reaction (PCR) is performed for:
Influenza virus A and the currently circulating seasonal subtypes H1 and H3),
Influenza virus B

Human Metapneumovirus (hMPV)

Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) types A and B

Parainfluenza virus 1, parainfluenza 2, parainfluenza 3,

Adenovirus.

Enteroviruses and Rhinoviruses detected but not differentiated.

Specimens accepted for testing :
M4 viral transport medium kits are provided. Other viral transport medium (VTM) are
acceptable
Preferred specimen: naso-pharyngeal swab or nasal wash ( 0.5-1.0mL) in M4 Viral
Transport Medium
Specimens may be stored for up to 72 hours at refrigerator temperature before processing.
Residual specimens can be stored at -70C

Sensitivity
In general sensitivity for detection varies according to the virus detected from 80% to 100%

Specificity
Specificity for all viruses varies from 86.3% to 100% .

Holding time
Indefinitely at -70C

CPT codes: 87633
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