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HEALTHCARE PROVIDER ADIVISORY

10/3/14
EBOLA VIRUS DISEASE

Concerns have risen since the CDC confirmed on 9/30/2014 the first travel-associated
case of Ebola in the United States. While concern about Ebola is reasonable, the risk of a
serious Ebola outbreak in the US is highly unlikely, as our country does not share the
same vulnerabilities as the parts of West Africa where the virus is spreading (Guinea,
Liberia, and Sierra Leone).

The risk of Ebola reaching San Luis Obispo County is low. International flights do not
land at our airports, and the added travel distance from Los Angeles and San Francisco
provides an additional measure of protection. Despite the low risk, the San Luis Obispo
County Public Health Department has taken steps to prepare for the unlikely event that
a suspected case of Ebola appears in our county, and we recommend that our local
healthcare providers do so as well.

To assist in your preparedness efforts, we are forwarding the most recent Health
Advisory from the CDC which provides links to a great deal of valuable guidance. Click
here for the 10/2/14 CDC Health Advisory, Evaluating Patients for Possible Ebola Virus
Disease: Recommendations for Healthcare Personnel and Health Officials.

Please remember to call the SLO Public Health Department immediately if you have a
patient presenting with symptoms consistent with Ebola AND a travel history to an
affected area within the past 21 days. We can be reached at (805) 781-5500, or after
hours at (805) 781- 4550.
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