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Potassium Iodide Now Also Available at Pharmacy in Los Osos 

Los Osos, CA—The San Luis Obispo County Public Health Department has partnered with the 
Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy in Los Osos to distribute Potassium Iodide.  The ingestion of 
Potassium Iodide (KI) may be directed as a protective measure in the unlikely event of a nuclear 
power plant emergency that involves a release of radiation.  KI protects the thyroid gland 
against exposure to radioactive iodine.  If taken in an appropriate and timely dosage, KI can 
block exposure of the thyroid gland to radioactive iodine.  However, KI does not protect other 
parts of the body from exposure to other contaminants released during the nuclear power plant 
emergency. 

The San Luis Obispo County Public Health Department is making available a two-day supply of 
potassium iodide (KI) in tablet form for each person who lives or works within a Protective 
Action Zone (PAZ) surrounding the Diablo Canyon Power Plant. KI tablets that were previously 
distributed will be expiring. Treat the disposal of your old KI like you would any other over the 
counter medication. 

Participation in the pre-distribution program is voluntary. If you live or work within a Protective 
Action Zone, you may choose to receive a two-day supply for each person in your household or 
for each of your employees. KI is available at the following pre-distribution locations: 

Los Osos: The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy, 1199 Los Osos Valley Road 
Grover Beach: Public Health Department, 286 South 16th Street 
San Luis Obispo: Public Health Department, 2191 Johnson Avenue 

KI should only be ingested after specific instruction by a local or state public health official. In 
the event of an emergency at Diablo Canyon Power Plant, KI will not be made available to the 
public at the pre-distribution locations, or at the Evacuee Monitoring, Decontamination and 
Reception Centers so it is recommended to acquire a supply of KI in advance. 

For a KI voucher and more information, please visit:  

San Luis Obispo County Public Health Department: http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/health 
San Luis Obispo County Office of Emergency Services: http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/oes 
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