
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE: June 5, 2009 
 
TO: Interested Parties 
 
FROM: County of San Luis Obispo Department of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

REPORT 
 
PROJECT TITLE: Arroyo Grande Creek Channel Waterway Management Program  
 
PROJECT APPLICANT: San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation 

District (District) 
 
RESPONSES DUE BY: July 10, 2009 
 
The County of San Luis Obispo is the lead agency for the full development of the Waterway 
Management Program (WMP) projects and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for 
the project described in the attached project description.  We would like to know your views as to the 
scope and content of the environmental information proposed for the WMP and EIR. 
 
PLEASE provide us the following information at your earliest convenience, but not later than the 30-
day comment period which will begin with your agency's receipt of the NOP. 
 

1. NAME OF CONTACT PERSON.  (Address and telephone number) 
 
2. PERMIT(S) or APPROVAL(S) AUTHORITY.  Please provide a summary description 

of these and send a copy of the relevant sections of legislation, regulatory guidance, etc. 
 
3. ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION.  What environmental information must be 

addressed in the EIR to enable your agency to use this documentation as a basis for your 
permit issuance or approval?   

 
4. ALTERNATIVES.  What alternatives does your agency recommend be analyzed in 

equivalent level of detail with those listed below? 
 
5. RELEVANT INFORMATION.  Please provide references for any available, 

appropriate documentation you believe may be useful to the county in preparing the EIR. 
 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
County Government Center, Room 207 • San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 • (805)781-5252 

Fax (805)  781-1229         emai l  address:  pwd@co.s lo.ca.us 
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN  
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT  

FOR THE ARROYO GRANDE CREEK CHANNEL WATERWAY 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 

Refer to Attachment A, Project Description. 
 
SCOPE OF THE EIR 

The following discussion outlines the issues that will be addressed in the EIR, based on the 
probable environmental effects associated with the proposed project, as identified by the District.  
Please indicate any additions or corrections to the proposed scope of work as part of your 
response to this Notice of Preparation.  The EIR will address the following project 
components: 
 

1. Summary.  The summary section will include a summary of the project alternatives, as 
well as a summary of impacts and mitigation measures in tabular form. 

2. Project Description.  The project description will include a description of the project site 
location and a legal description; a detailed description of the actions comprising the long-
term vegetation and sediment maintenance proposed; the project objectives and project 
phasing; and a recent history of flood management within the District.   

3. Environmental Setting.  This will include a discussion of the general setting; a detailed 
description of flood management facilities; and an analysis of the consistency of the 
project with applicable County plans and policies that pertain to the project site.   

4. Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures.  This will include a discussion of the 
anticipated significant and potential effects of the proposed project.  Mitigation measures 
will be recommended to reduce potential impacts.  This section will also include a 
description of any impacts that cannot be avoided or reduced to a level of insignificance.  
The environmental impact topics to be included will be an inclusive list (refer to 
Attachment B, Initial Study Checklist), as follows: 

 
• Agricultural Resources 
• Air Quality 
• Biological Resources 
• Cultural Resources 

• Geology and Soils 
• Hazards / Hazardous Materials 
• Flooding / Hydrology / Water Quality 
• Transportation and Traffic 

 
5. Cumulative Impacts.  This will include the cumulative impacts associated with the 

proposed project when viewed in connection with the effects of past, current, and 
probable future projects. 

6. Project Alternatives.  The alternatives section of the EIR will be prepared in accordance 
Section 15126(d) of the CEQA Guidelines, and will include as required the “No-Project” 
alternative.  The discussion will include reasonable alternatives capable of eliminating or 
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reducing significant adverse environmental effects.  The environmentally superior 
alternative will be identified, and if it is identified as the “No-Project” alternative then a 
preferred or environmentally superior alternative among the other alternatives will be 
included.  Secondary impacts of the alternatives will be discussed, but in less detail than 
the significant effects of the project as per CEQA section 15126(d)(4). 

7. Significant Irreversible Environmental Changes.  This will include irreversible changes 
associated with the projects. 

8. Growth-inducing Impacts.  This section will analyze the proposed project in terms of its 
potential to substantially induce growth in the surrounding area. 

9. Impacts Not Found to be Significant.  Impacts that are determined in the analysis not to 
have significant impacts will be identified and discussed.  Based on preliminary review of 
the proposed projects (refer to Attachment B, Initial Study Checklist), the following 
resource areas are expected to have less than significant impacts and will not be 
addressed in individual sections: 

 
• Land Use / Planning 
• Mineral Resources 
• Noise 
• Population and Housing 

• Public Services 
• Recreation 
• Visual Resources 
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ATTACHMENT A 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
 

PROJECT SUMMARY 

The Arroyo Grande Creek Channel Waterway Management Program (WMP, proposed project) 
is being developed through a cooperative effort between the community, the Coastal San Luis 
Resource Conservation District (RCD) and the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and 
Water Conservation District (District).  The project is located along the lower reaches of Arroyo 
Grande Creek, from near the intersection of Los Berros Creek to the Arroyo Grande lagoon, and 
along Los Berros Creek from Century Lane to the confluence with Arroyo Grande Creek.  This 
area is within Flood Control District “Zones 1 and 1A” (Zone 1/1A). 
 
The County of San Luis Obispo Public Works Department (County) is developing the WMP and 
preparing California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) documentation, including an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), to obtain the 
necessary federal and state permits for implementation.  The WMP includes the following 
components: 
 

1. Manage riparian vegetation annually to maintain a composite roughness of 0.040 
within the flood control reach, fill existing gaps in the riparian corridor vegetation and 
encourage species diversity by planting riparian tree species; 

 
2. Remove sediment to create secondary channels that could be self-maintaining, and 

monitor annually to evaluate future sediment deposition and the need for annual 
maintenance of accumulated sediments;   

 
3. Raise levees throughout the flood control channel to achieve channel capacity for up 

to 10-year flood flows; and 
 
4. Raise levees throughout the flood control channel to achieve channel capacity for up 

to 20-year flood flows. 
 
PROJECT LOCATION 

The proposed project is located within San Luis Obispo County, California, near the City of 
Arroyo Grande and the community of Oceano (refer to Figure 1).  The project area is located 
entirely within the unincorporated areas of San Luis Obispo County.  The project area is a linear 
corridor with two segments: (1) beginning on Arroyo Grande Creek 0.14 mile upstream of the 
confluence of Los Berros Creek and continuing downstream to the upper edge of the Arroyo 
Grande lagoon at the Pacific Ocean, and (2) beginning at the Century Lane Bridge on Los Berros 
Creek and continuing downstream to the confluence with Arroyo Grande Creek (refer to Figure 
2).  This area is within Zone 1/1A.  The total length of the flood control channels addressed in 
the WMP is approximately 3.5 miles.   
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Project Vicinity Map 
FIGURE 1 
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Project Location Map 
FIGURE 2 
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PROJECT BACKGROUND 

The lower Arroyo Grande Valley has a long history of flooding and severe damage to 
agricultural and residential lands.  Levees were built along lower Arroyo Grande Creek, and the 
lower portion of Los Berros Creek was diverted in 1961 to provide flood control for the adjacent 
Cienega Valley.  Lopez Lake is a water supply reservoir that also provides the added benefit of 
some flood storage for the uppermost portion of Arroyo Grande Creek.   
 
In February 2005, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) issued a Statement of Necessary 
Work with the goal of initiating maintenance work on the channel in July 2005.  As mandated by 
State Water Code, the intended Work Plan was the existing plan developed as part of the 1955 
Arroyo Grande Creek Flood Control Project which requires maintaining the channel by restoring 
it to its original 1958 design.  Without Water Code provisions to study or implement alternative 
flood control designs, DWR was faced with a difficult and expensive regulatory permitting 
process which would likely result in costly mitigation requirements related to habitat loss for 
federally-listed species.  These costs would have been paid locally through a Zone 1/1A property 
assessment process.   
 
In response to impending assessments estimated by DWR, the Zone 1/1A Advisory Committee 
comprised of agriculturalists and other local residents and various stakeholders, actively lobbied 
the County Board of Supervisors to restore funding for a study of flood control alternatives, 
which had been dropped with the decision to relinquish responsibility to DWR in 2003.  In June 
2004, the District approved release of funding to Coastal San Luis RCD to conduct the “Arroyo 
Grande Creek Erosion, Sedimentation and Flooding Alternatives Study” (Alternatives Study).  It 
was prepared in 2006 by Swanson Hydrology + Geomorphology.  The Alternatives Study 
focuses in-depth on erosion sources, sedimentation, and hydrology as they relate to recurring 
flooding in the lower reaches of the creek.   
 
Following completion of the Alternatives Study the Zone 1/1A Advisory Committee selected a 
preliminary preferred project alternative which was considered feasible within anticipated 
funding limits.  The selected approach was to pursue vegetation and sediment management 
within the channel, and a phased implementation of Alternative 3a, at a minimum, as funding 
within the local flood control district became available. Alternative 3a would provide flood 
protection up to the 10-year return period and would most likely be implemented in several 
phases.  Alternative 3c would also be pursued as funding allows.  Alternative 3c includes all 
elements of Alternative 3a, and additionally raises the levees and Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) 
Bridge to provide flood protection up to the 20-year return period.  
 
PROJECT OBJECTIVE 

The primary objective of the WMP is to develop a comprehensive set of actions designed to 
restore the capacity of the leveed lower three miles of Arroyo Grande Creek Channel and the Los 
Berros Creek Diversion Channel to provide flood protection from up to a 20-year storm event 
while simultaneously enhancing water quality and sensitive species habitat within the managed 
channel.   
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PROPOSED PROJECT  

The WMP is currently being prepared, and the information below reflects the most recent 
information available at the time this Notice of Preparation (NOP) was published.  The project 
description may be refined somewhat for use in the CEQA and NEPA analyses; however, no 
significant changes are anticipated.  Implementation of the WMP would include three distinctive 
components: 
 

1. Vegetation Management 
2. Sediment Management 
3. Levee Raising (Alternatives 3a and 3c) 

 
In addition there are a number of known secondary components resulting from implementation 
of the levee raising components of the project.  These include raising of the railroad bridge, 
raising and/or relocating a portion of Halcyon Road, making improvements to the 22nd Street 
Bridge, and potentially the relocation of structures located within the Arroyo Grande Channel 
maintenance easement that encroach on proposed improvements. 
 
A. VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 

The vegetation management program would consist of maintaining a 10-foot riparian buffer on 
both sides of the low-flow channel to provide riparian habitat and streamside cover to protect 
aquatic habitat. The management would result in an approximate 40-foot riparian corridor, not 
including canopy width, although this width could vary depending upon the width of the channel 
and the location of the low-flow channel in relation to the levees.  The corridor would also act to 
maintain a bankfull channel that has developed over the last several years by providing root 
strength along the low flow channel margins. All vegetation outside of the buffer would be 
removed completely to allow for high flows to access secondary channels and provide for 
increased conveyance and flood capacity (refer to Figure 3).  
 
Willows present within the buffer would be limbed up to reduce cross-sectional roughness but 
still provide adequate stream shading and riparian habitat. Root balls within the riparian buffer 
would be left intact to encourage spring/summer growth along the bankfull channel edge.  Gaps 
in the riparian buffer would be revegetated with native riparian species including cottonwood, 
sycamore, and willow. Cottonwood and sycamore would be planted at random along the length 
of the flood control channel within the buffer to encourage long-term diversity in the riparian 
canopy.  
 
Vegetation management would be conducted as often as necessary to maintain a roughness 
coefficient of 0.04 (current roughness is approximately 0.057 on average) through an adaptive 
management approach that would include reconnaissance surveys and site visits with regulatory 
agency staff.  Based on past experience, vegetation management would be repeated 
approximately every one to three years, depending on the amount of regrowth. Vegetation 
management would occur as late as possible in the summer and fall of each year to maximize 
stream shading during the warmer summer months while avoiding impacts to steelhead.  
Regrowth of willow is expected in late winter and spring providing low, overhanging vegetation 
during critical months for steelhead rearing. 
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.

Proposed Vegetation & Sediment Management  
FIGURE 3 
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B. SEDIMENT MANAGEMENT 

1. Short Term Removal 

The Arroyo Grande Creek flood control channel currently lacks the secondary channels that are 
found in more natural, low gradient stream environments.  Therefore secondary, or overflow 
channels, would be excavated into areas in the channel that have accumulated excess sediment in 
bars and terraces resulting in reduced flood capacity (refer to Figure 3).  At strategic locations, 
the excavated secondary channels would be connected with the primary channels to allow for 
complex flow conditions that would encourage scour and sediment transport, and reduce the 
need for future sediment removal.  No sediment in the primary channel would be excavated.   
 
Large wood structures would be placed at the confluence of each active and secondary channel 
connection to enhance aquatic habitat. Approximately 35 large wood structures are proposed for 
the project, to promote pool scour, encourage sediment sorting, and provide deep pools and 
cover habitat for steelhead and red-legged frog.  It is currently estimated that this project 
component would require the removal of approximately 21,000 cubic yards of sediment from the 
Arroyo Grande Creek and Los Berros channels.  Sediment would be hauled by truck to an 
approved disposal site.  The site had not been identified at the time the NOP was published.  
Heavy machinery would need to operate in the channel during initial sediment removal and 
during construction of the log structures. 
 

2. Long-term Sediment Removal 

Some maintenance (sediment removal) of the secondary channels would be required over the 
long-term because of the likelihood that significant quantities of fine material would be 
deposited in the channels.  Annual cross-section monitoring would assess the performance of the 
channel in moving supplied sediment.  Cross-sections would be prepared each year following the 
rainy season.  The hydraulic model would also be rerun annually with updated cross-sections and 
roughness information to assess channel capacity.   
 
The volume of sediment to be removed would vary from year to year, would be considerably less 
than the initial removal, and in some years may not be required at all.  Maintenance of the 
secondary channel would consist of removal of excess sediment by an excavator located on the 
top of the levee, and a long-reach bucket would be used to scoop up sediment from designated 
areas and deposit it in a dump truck to take the sediment off-site to a County approved disposal 
area.  Heavy machinery would most likely not need to access the channel during the annual 
sediment removal. 
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C. LEVEE RAISING 

The originally constructed flood control channel was believed to provide flood protection from a 
50-year storm, but due to challenges in maintaining the channel, such as inadequate funding and 
regulatory requirements, and changes in the hydrology of the watershed associated with 
significant changes in land use, the level of flood protection has been reduced.  It is estimated 
that the channels can currently provide flood protection from only a 4.6 year storm.  This means 
that the channel has the probability to overtop once every 4.6 years.   
 
The proposed project includes raising the levees in two stages along portions of the Los Berros 
Creek Diversion Channel and along Arroyo Grande Creek Channel from the Los Berros 
confluence to the lagoon.  Levee raising would most likely be conducted in phases as funding is 
available.  The levees would ultimately be raised up to 2.5 feet above the 20-year storm flows 
(i.e., “freeboard”).  Although overtopping of the levees is not desired at all, it is more desirable to 
overtop to the south where flood waters would inundate agricultural fields, rather than housing, 
the airport and a wastewater treatment plant, and reduce the risk of loss of life.  To that end, the 
north levee is currently approximately 4-6 inches higher than the south levee, and would remain 
so as a result of the proposed project.   
 
In general, levee slopes would be constructed at a ratio of 2:1 (horizontal:vertical) on the channel 
side of the levees and 1.5:1 on the outside of the levees due to the limited levee easement area 
and number of existing structures encroaching on the levees.  Retaining walls may also be 
necessary in some places to minimize the levee footprint due to the proximity of existing 
structures to the base of the levee.  Retaining walls would not be located within the channel.  The 
levees would maintain a minimum top width of 15 feet.  Refer to Figures 4a and 4b for the 
approximate area of disturbance associated with the proposed project.   
 

1. Short-term Levee Raise (Alternative 3a) 

The first phase of the levee raising (Alternative 3a) would raise the levees to an elevation that 
would, along with the vegetation and sediment management discussed above, provide up to 10-
year flood protection with freeboard.  This raise would focus on “low spots” along the existing 
levee.  The levees would need to be raised in various locations from approximately six inches to 
as much as two feet.  This component would require approximately 14,350 cubic yards of fill 
material and would be implemented over a period of one or more years, depending on available 
funding.   
 

2. Longer-term Levee Raise (Alternative 3c) 

The longer term levee raise (Alternative 3c) would achieve 20-year flood protection with up to 
2.5-feet of freeboard for those parcels included within the special maintenance assessment 
district.  The average levee raise required to implement this component would be approximately 
2.8 feet from existing grade, with a maximum raise necessary in some places of approximately 5 
feet.  These heights would be reduced accordingly if Alternative 3a is implemented first.  It is 
currently estimated that this component would require a total of approximately 67,000 cubic 
yards of fill, less if Alternative 3a is implemented first.  Refer to Figures 4a and 4b for more 
information regarding the approximate location and extent of the proposed levee improvements. 
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3. Secondary Components 

In some cases, achieving the goals of levee raise Alternatives 3a (10 year protection) and 3c (20 
year protection) would require improvements other than vegetation management, sedimentation 
management, and the levee raise.  These are discussed below. 
 
a. Union Pacific Railroad Bridge Replacement 

The existing railroad bridge, located downstream of the 22nd Street bridge, hangs low in 
elevation in the Creek and creates a hydraulic constriction in levee raise Alternative 3c.  The 
bridge would need to be raised or replaced at a higher elevation (approximately 5 feet) to relieve 
the constriction.  Raising the bridge also necessitates raising the railroad tracks approaching the 
bridge.  The raise of the approaching railroad bed would have to begin approximately 1,700 feet 
north and 2,400 feet south of the bridge, according to conceptual plans prepared by UPRR in 
2006 (refer to Figure 4a).  The area of disturbance would be approximately three acres (4,100 
feet by 30 feet).  So that railroad service is not disrupted, a parallel but temporary track would 
need to be installed.  This track is known as a “shoefly” and would allow for uninterrupted 
railroad service during the bridge raising.  The area of disturbance for the shoefly may be 
approximately the same as that necessary for the bridge raising and immediately west of the 
current tracks.  It would occur mostly within the existing railroad right-of-way.  This component 
of the project may result in earthwork totaling approximately 135,000 cubic yards (90,000 to 
construct and remove the shoefly, and 45,000 to construct the permanent raise).  These 
construction improvements may require work within the creek channel. 
 
b. Halcyon Road 

Halcyon Road was built at an elevation roughly equal to the top of the bank of Arroyo Grande 
Creek.  North of Highway 1, the northwest levee visually disappears becoming part of Halcyon 
Road.  The levee raise for alternative 3c would encroach into a portion of Halcyon Road north of 
Highway 1 for approximately 600 feet (refer to Figure 4b).  Either the road would need to be 
shifted to the west, or the ground would need to be elevated to achieve the flood protection goal 
under levee raise alternative 3c. The road would need to be raised along this length 
approximately 5.5 feet or flood walls could be installed in the channel to an equivalent height. 
 
The Department of Public Works is currently working on plans to improve the Halcyon 
Road/Highway 1 intersection, and it is expected that the improvements would be coordinated 
with the implementation of the WMP to minimize the work required and disturbance of the flood 
control channel.  The Halcyon Road project may result in shifting Halcyon Road to the west, and 
if this project occurs first, it will provide space for the levee improvements to occur. 
 
c. Structure Encroachment 

There are a number of locations along Arroyo Grande Creek Channel where structures have been 
constructed within the right-of-way. Many of these structures would be impacted by the 
construction of Levee Raise Alternative 3a and/or 3c.  These structures include water tanks, 
stalls, a barn, propane tanks, and a mobile home, among others.  The degree to which they 
encroach varies.  Some would only be affected by work on alternative 3c, for example.  The 
actual encroachment issues will not be known until the construction plans have been further 
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refined.  It may be possible to design around these structures through the use of retaining walls or 
other alternate design techniques. 
 
d. 22nd Street Bridge Modification  

The 22nd Street Bridge is considered a "perched" bridge.  This means that if water is allowed to 
flow over the bridge it will not continue to flow perpendicular to the bridge deck but would turn 
and flow parallel, potentially creating flooding to adjacent properties.  Alternative 3a would only 
require the installation of a short length of concrete floodwall along the north side of the 
upstream levee.  As part of alternative 3c, the project would include replacing the open bridge 
railing with a solid concrete barrier on the upstream side of the bridge.  It would also require 
construction of concrete floodwalls on both the north and south levees, to keep floodwaters in the 
channel.  It should be noted that the 22nd bridge, unlike the railroad bridge does not create a 
hydraulic constriction. 
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Project Area 
FIGURE 4a 
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Project Area 
FIGURE 4b 
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 COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 
 INITIAL STUDY SUMMARY - ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
          (ver 2.1) 
Project Title & No. Arroyo Grande Creek Channel Waterway Management Program   
     ED 07-243  

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:  The proposed project could have a 
"Potentially Significant Impact" for at least one of the environmental factors checked below.  Please 
refer to the attached pages for discussion on mitigation measures or project revisions to either reduce 
these impacts to less than significant levels or require further study. 

 Aesthetics 
 Agricultural Resources 
 Air Quality 
 Biological Resources 
 Cultural Resources 

 Geology and Soils 
 Hazards/Hazardous Materials  
 Noise 
 Population/Housing 
 Public Services/Utilities 

 Recreation 
 Transportation/Circulation 
 Wastewater 
 Water 
 Land Use 

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency) 

On the basis of this initial evaluation, the Environmental Coordinator finds that: 

 The proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not 
be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or 
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be 
prepared. 

 The proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

 The proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant 
unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately 
analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been 
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached 
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the 
effects that remain to be addressed. 

 Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all 
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or 
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or 
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

     Keith Miller, Morro Group/SWCA May 26, 2009  
Prepared by (Print)    Signature        Date 
 
        Ellen Carroll, 
           Environmental Coordinator      
Reviewed by (Print)    Signature  (for)    Date   
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Project Environmental Analysis 
      The County's environmental review process incorporates all of the requirements for completing 
the Initial Study as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA 
Guidelines.  The Initial Study includes staff's on-site inspection of the project site and surroundings 
and a detailed review of the information in the file for the project.  In addition, available background 
information is reviewed for each project.  Relevant information regarding soil types and 
characteristics, geologic information, significant vegetation and/or wildlife resources, water 
availability, wastewater disposal services, existing land uses and surrounding land use categories 
and other information relevant to the environmental review process are evaluated for each project.  
Exhibit A includes the references used, as well as the agencies or groups that were contacted as a 
part of the Initial Study.  The Environmental Division uses the checklist to summarize the results of 
the research accomplished during the initial environmental review of the project. 
     Persons, agencies or organizations interested in obtaining more information regarding the 
environmental review process for a project should contact the County of San Luis Obispo 
Environmental Division, Rm. 200, County Government Center, San Luis Obispo, CA, 93408-2040 or 
call (805) 781-5600. 

A.  PROJECT  

DESCRIPTION:  See attached. 

ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER(S): multiple SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT # 4  

B. EXISTING SETTING 

PLANNING AREA: South County (Coastal), South County (Inland)    

LAND USE CATEGORY: Agriculture            

COMBINING DESIGNATION(S):  Flood Hazard    , Streams  Riparian Vegetation    
, Coastal Appealable Zone      

EXISTING USES:   Leveed flood control channel          

TOPOGRAPHY: Nearly level           

VEGETATION: Riparian , ruderal                  

PARCEL SIZE:      Not applicable      

SURROUNDING LAND USE CATEGORIES AND USES: 

North:  Residential Single Family;  various 
residential uses Public Facilities; WWTP, 
Oceano airport           

East:  Agriculture;  intensive agriculture, row crops   
  single family residences 

South:  Agriculture;  intensive agriculture, row crops 
           

West:  Recreation;  Oceano Dunes SRVA        
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C. ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 
During the Initial Study process, several issues were identified as having potentially significant 
environmental effects (see following Initial Study).  Those potentially significant items associated with 
the proposed uses can be minimized to less than significant levels. 

COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO 
 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 

 

1. AESTHETICS - Will the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a)  Create an aesthetically incompatible 
site open to public view? 

    

b)  Introduce a use within a scenic view 
open to public view? 

    

c) Change the visual character of an 
area? 

    

d) Create glare or night lighting, which 
may affect surrounding areas? 

    

e) Impact unique geological or 
physical features?      

f) Other:           

Setting.  The project would be visible from Halcyon Road, Los Berros Road, Valley Road, Highway 1 
and 22nd Street, among others.  Much of the routine vegetation and sediment management 
maintenance work would occur within the levees and only periodically.  Levee construction would be 
visible from public roads.  The proposed improvements would result in a maximum levee raise of 
approximately 5 feet in some places, although this would not be necessary along the entire levee.  
The railroad bridge would be raised approximately 5 feet as well. 

The proposed project would not result in glare or night lighting, change the visual character of an 
area, or block any ridgelines or scenic views.  The levee raising would occur over an extended period 
of time and result in levees that are a maximum of approximately five feet higher than they are 
currently. The raised levees would not be tall enough to block any scenic views or unique visual 
features.  The project is not in the vicinity of unique geologic features. 

Impact.  No significant visual impacts are expected to occur.  

Mitigation/Conclusion.  No mitigation measures are necessary. 
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2.  AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 
- Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Convert prime agricultural land to 
non-agricultural use? 

    

b)  Impair agricultural use of other 
property or result in conversion to 
other uses? 

    

c) Conflict with existing zoning or 
Williamson Act program? 

    

d) Other:             
 

Setting.  The proposed project is located within the Cienega Valley, a productive agricultural region.  
Row crops are common in the area, and a wide variety of crops are grown.  Significant agricultural 
improvements have been made as well, including irrigation systems, barns, stalls, and other 
agricultural accessory structures.  In some cases, landowners utilize access points along the levee, 
facilitating movement of machinery while avoiding public roads.  Based on a preliminary evaluation, 
four large parcels located adjacent to the levee may be under an agricultural land conservation 
contract. 

Impact.  Proposed levee improvements, particularly Alternative 3c the long term levee raise, would 
require disturbance beyond the existing levee footprint.  Temporary and permanent easements may 
be required to accommodate proposed improvements.  Construction staging areas may also 
temporarily reduce the amount of land available for agricultural production.  Agricultural structures 
currently encroach on the levee easement, and in some cases those structures may need to be 
relocated to facilitate construction of the levee raises. 

The proposed project may result in prime soils being converted to a non-agricultural use.  
Improvements could impair or conflict with the use of existing agricultural improvements.  Construction 
and maintenance activities could conflict with agricultural activities.  The proposed project would 
reduce flooding frequency and intensity, potentially improving agricultural productivity. 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  The County of San Luis Obispo has not developed any standard mitigation 
for the permanent loss of prime soils.  However, it should be noted that the loss of the soils may result 
from a project that improves the agricultural viability of the area by decreasing flood risk.  This issue 
would be evaluated in the EIR.  Mitigation measures may include minimizing the size of staging and 
construction areas, preservation/relocation of topsoil, and inclusion of a WMP component that 
addresses conflicts between construction and maintenance activities, and agricultural activities.  It 
does not appear that the proposed project would conflict with existing Williamson Act contracts, but 
this issue would be evaluated in the EIR. 
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3. AIR QUALITY - Will the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Violate any state or federal ambient 
air quality standard, or exceed air 
quality emission thresholds as 
established by County Air Pollution 
Control District? 

    

b)  Expose any sensitive receptor to 
substantial air pollutant 
concentrations? 

    

c) Create or subject individuals to 
objectionable odors? 

    

d) Be inconsistent with the District’s 
Clean Air Plan?  

    

e) Other:             
 

Setting.  The Air Pollution Control District (APCD) has developed the 2003 CEQA Air Quality 
Handbook to evaluate project specific impacts and help determine if air quality mitigation measures 
are needed, or if potentially significant impacts could result.  To evaluate long-term emissions, 
cumulative effects, and establish countywide programs to reach acceptable air quality levels, a Clean 
Air Plan has been adopted (prepared by APCD). 

Impact.  As proposed, the project will result in the disturbance along much of approximately 3.5 miles 
of the existing levee system.  The initial sediment removal from the channel would occur in one year 
and require the “cut” of approximately 22,000 cubic yards of material.  Levee improvements 3a and 
3c, which would be constructed over multiple years, require approximately 14,350 and 67,000 cubic 
yards of fill, respectively.  These construction activities would result in the creation of construction 
dust, as well as short- term vehicle construction emissions.  Raising the railroad bridge would require 
approximately 90,000 yards of cut and fill (shoefly construction and removal) and 45,000 cubic yards 
of fill for the permanent raise of the bridge. 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  The URBEMIS air emissions modeling program would be used to estimate 
specific emission production in the EIR.  That program would model emissions, including carbon 
dioxide, a greenhouse gas that may result from construction of the project.  Mitigation measures 
would be developed subsequently and in accordance with the SLOAPCD CEQA Handbook. 

 

4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES -  
Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Result in a loss of unique or special 
status species or their habitats? 

    

b)  Reduce the extent, diversity or 
quality of native or other important 
vegetation?  
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4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES -  
Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

c) Impact wetland or riparian habitat?     
d) Introduce barriers to movement of 

resident or migratory fish or wildlife 
species, or factors, which could 
hinder the normal activities of 
wildlife? 

    

e) Other:             
Setting.  As part of the Analysis prepared for the Alternatives Study prepared by Swanson G+H, a 
Biotic Assessment was conducted.  This assessment habitat mapping within the channel reach 
identified impacts to sensitive habitats and species.  It was used by the CDFG to issue a Streambed 
Alteration Agreement which expires in 2009.  According to a preliminary search of the California 
Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB, January 2008), a review of the Biotic Assessment, and 
familiarity with the project area, federally-listed plant and animal species protected under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act (FESA) have the  potential for occurrence in or near the project site and 
could be affected by the proposed project.  These include marsh sandwort (Arenaria paludicola), 
Gambel’s water cress (Nasturtium gambelii), tidewater goby (Eucyclogobius newberryi), south-central 
California coast steelhead evolutionarily significant unit (ESU) (Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus), and 
California red-legged frog (Rana aurora draytonii).  Several other sensitive species protected under 
the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and/or CEQA may also have the potential for 
occurrence.  The proposed project area also includes riparian habitat and wetlands.  The mouth of 
Arroyo Grande Creek includes a lagoon. 

The WMP would include measures intended to preserve and improve habitat within the levees.  
These measures include constructing channels such that they provide shade and pools for fish, 
providing habitat in the form of log structures, reducing willow growth, and replacing willows with more 
permanent species such as sycamore and cottonwoods.   

Impact.  The project site supports significant sensitive native vegetation, significant wildlife habitats, 
and special status species.  Construction of the secondary channel, log structures, and 22nd Street 
Bridge floodwalls would involve heavy machinery working directly in the channel.  Annual sediment 
management and levee improvements would involve heavy machinery operated from the top of the 
levee.  Vegetation management would be performed by hand, similar to existing practices.  Other 
activities may include temporary diversion and/or dewatering of the creek in some locations to 
facilitate construction.  Impacts to sensitive species and habitats could occur during construction 
activities.  

Mitigation/Conclusion.  The WMP is expected to be “self-mitigating”.  In other words, policies and 
procedures would be incorporated into the program to mitigate potential significant impacts identified 
in the EIR to a less than significant level.  As such, it would include policies addressing sensitive 
species, such as performing pre-construction red-legged frog surveys, nesting bird surveys, 
minimizing activities during the rainy season, and maintaining a 10-foot riparian buffer on either side 
of the active channel.  The WMP would also promote adaptive management of the channel to address 
changes due to flows, channel morphology, vegetation growth, and agency requirements. 
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5. CULTURAL RESOURCES -  
Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Disturb pre-historic resources?     
b)  Disturb historic resources?     
c) Disturb paleontological resources?     
d) Other:             
Setting.  The project is located in an area historically occupied by the Obispeno Chumash.   Historic 
structures associated with the community of Halcyon are known to exist in the vicinity of the proposed 
project.  Other structures, including the levee and the railroad bridge may also qualify as historic.  The 
proposed project would modify the levees, and in some cases expand their footprint.  The channel 
and adjacent areas are largely previously disturbed due to original levee construction and existing 
agricultural activities.  No paleontological resources are known to exist in the area.   

Impact.  The project is an area that would be considered culturally sensitive due to its proximity to 
Arroyo Grande Creek, the Pacific Ocean, and known resources.  Construction would occur almost 
entirely within previously disturbed areas, and therefore impacts may be avoidable. 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  A cultural resources surface survey and an assessment of potentially 
historic architectural resources are currently being prepared for the project and their conclusions 
would be incorporated into the EIR.  Mitigation measures would vary considerably depending on the 
resources discovered.  Typical mitigation measures may include pre-construction documentation of 
historic structures, and monitoring during excavation of native soils.  The measures would focus on 
avoidance of the resources to the extent feasible. 

 

6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS -  
Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Result in exposure to or production 
of unstable earth conditions, such 
as landslides, earthquakes, 
liquefaction, ground failure, land 
subsidence or other similar 
hazards? 

    

b)  Be within a California Geological 
Survey “Alquist-Priolo Earthquake 
Fault Zone”? 

    

c) Result in soil erosion, topographic 
changes, loss of topsoil or unstable 
soil conditions from project-related 
improvements, such as vegetation 
removal, grading, excavation, or fill? 

    



 

 
County of San Luis Obispo, Initial Study for AG Creek Channel WMP Page 8 

6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS -  
Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

d) Change rates of soil absorption, or 
amount or direction of surface 
runoff? 

    

e) Include structures located on 
expansive soils? 

    

f) Change the drainage patterns where 
substantial on- or off-site 
sedimentation/ erosion or flooding 
may occur? 

    

g) Involve activities within the 100-year 
flood zone? 

    

h) Be inconsistent with the goals and 
policies of the County’s Safety 
Element relating to Geologic and 
Seismic Hazards? 

    

i) Preclude the future extraction of 
valuable mineral resources? 

    

j) Other:             
Setting.  GEOLOGY - The topography of the project is nearly level.   The area proposed for 
development is outside of the Geologic Study Area designation.  A geotechnical evaluation has been 
prepared by Fugro West for the proposed project.  The evaluation considers existing levee stability 
and the feasibility of the proposed project.  It identifies hazards, such as expansive soils and the 
saturated soils associated with the channel.  The evaluation recommends slopes that would remain 
stable and provided specific measures that should be taken during construction to ensure the long-
term competence of the levees.  The landslide risk potential is considered negligible.     The 
liquefaction potential during a ground-shaking event is considered high.   No active faulting is known 
to exist on or near the subject property.  The project is not within a known area containing serpentine 
or ultramafic rock or soils.   

DRAINAGE – The flood control channel is at the downstream, lower gradient terminus of the Arroyo 
Grande Creek Watershed and has already received the majority of the runoff from the watershed.  Its 
capacity to accommodate the flows has decreased over time.  Drainage patterns beyond the levee 
would only change in that flooding severity and frequency would be reduced in the Cienaga Valley. 

SEDIMENTATION AND EROSION – When highly erosive conditions exist, a sedimentation and 
erosion control plan is required (LUO Sec. 22.52.090) to minimize these impacts.  When required, the 
plan is prepared by a civil engineer to address both temporary and long-term sedimentation and 
erosion impacts.  Projects involving more than one acre, such of disturbance are subject to the 
preparation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), which focuses on controlling storm 
water runoff.  The Regional Water Quality Control Board is the local extension who monitors this 
program. 

Impact.  As proposed, the project will result in the disturbance of portions of the north and south 
levees and the channel, within the lower 3.5 miles of Arroyo Grande Creek Channel and the Los 
Berros Creek Diversion channel.  The proposed project is expected to reduce flooding frequency and 
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severity for properties in Flood Control Zone 1/1A by providing increased capacity within the flood 
control facility.  Construction activities associated with the levee improvements have the potential to 
result in temporary erosion and sedimentation of the flood control channel.  The project would result in 
a northern levee that is higher than the southern levee.  As discussed in the Project Description, the 
northern levee is currently maintained at a higher elevation so that initially floodwaters would overtop 
the southern levee prior to the northern one, reducing the potential for floodwaters to impact public 
facilities and residential structures.  This design feature would remain with the proposed project.  This 
built-in preference to overtop the southern levee first may result in greater flood-related disturbance of 
the southern levee. 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  A preliminary geotechnical evaluation of the proposed project has been 
prepared.  Based on that report, it appears that the proposed project is feasible and standard 
engineering and construction methods would be adequate to construct and maintain the levee 
improvements.  There is no evidence that measures above what is identified in the report and those 
that are already required by ordinance or codes are needed.  The conclusions of that report and 
associated local, state and federal requirements will be summarized in the EIR. 

 

7. HAZARDS & HAZARDOUS 
MATERIALS - Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Result in a risk of explosion or 
release of hazardous substances 
(e.g. oil, pesticides, chemicals, 
radiation) or exposure of people to 
hazardous substances? 

    

b)  Interfere with an emergency 
response or evacuation plan? 

    

c) Expose people to safety risk 
associated with airport flight 
pattern? 

    

d) Increase fire hazard risk or expose 
people or structures to high fire 
hazard conditions? 

    

e) Create any other health hazard or 
 potential hazard? 

    

f) Other:             
 

Setting.  The project is not located in an area of known hazardous material contamination.  The 
project is not within a high severity risk area for fire.  The project is within the Airport Review area for 
the Oceano Airport.  A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) is currently being prepared for 
the proposed project.  This assessment would identify potentially hazardous materials that may be 
located in the projects area of disturbance. 

Impact.  The project does not propose the use of hazardous materials.  The project does not present 
a significant fire safety risk.  The project is not expected to conflict with any regional evacuation plan.  
The project would require disturbance of the existing railroad grade.  Railroad right-of-ways may have 
elevated levels of heavy metals and/ or other contaminates, which could become airborne during 
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construction. 

The proposed project would reduce flooding frequency and severity, and as a result would also 
reduce the possibility that flood waters could transport hazardous substances which could affect 
residents or property.  Due to the southern levee being 4 to 6 inches lower than the northern one, 
areas south of the channel are currently more likely to flood than areas to the north.  This situation 
would remain under the proposed project.  This is discussed in the Geology and Soils section. 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  Mitigation to address possible railroad contamination would require site 
specific testing prior to construction.  Depending on the level of contamination, specific handling of the 
soil may be required.  The EIR will summarize the results of the ESA. 

 

8. NOISE - Will the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Expose people to noise levels that 
exceed the County Noise Element 
thresholds? 

    

b)  Generate increases in the ambient 
noise levels for adjoining areas?  

    

c) Expose people to severe noise or 
vibration?  

    

d) Other:             
 

Setting.  The project is not within close proximity of loud noise sources.  Based on the Noise 
Element’s projected future noise generation from known stationary and vehicle-generated noise 
sources, the project is within an acceptable threshold area.  The levee improvements may require 
construction in close proximity to residences.  The preliminary sediment removal would require 
significant truck activity in proximity to residences. 

Impact.  The project is not expected to generate loud noises for extended periods.  Construction 
would be limited to daytime hours, as required by local ordinance. 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  No significant noise impacts are anticipated, and no mitigation measures are 
necessary.

 

9. POPULATION/HOUSING -  
Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Induce substantial growth in an area 
either directly or indirectly (e.g., 
through projects in an undeveloped 
area or extension of major 
infrastructure)? 
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9. POPULATION/HOUSING -  
Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

b)  Displace existing housing or people, 
requiring construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

    

c) Create the need for substantial new 
housing in the area? 

    

d) Use substantial amount of fuel or 
energy? 

    

e) Other:             

 

Setting.  The proposed project include construction of levee improvements, sedimentation and 
vegetation management. 

Impact.  The project will not result in a need for a significant amount of new housing, and will not 
displace existing housing. 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  No significant population and housing impacts are anticipated, and no 
mitigation measures are necessary. 

. 

 

10. PUBLIC SERVICES/UTILITIES - 
Will the project have an effect upon, 
or result in the need for new or 
altered public services in any of the 
following areas: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Fire protection?     
b)  Police protection (e.g., Sheriff, CHP)?     
c) Schools?     
d) Roads?     
e) Solid Wastes?     
f) Other public facilities?     
g) Other:            
Setting.  The project area is served by the County Sheriff's Department and CDF/County Fire as the 
primary emergency responders.                     

Impact.  No significant project-specific impacts to utilities or public services were identified. 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  No impacts would result and no mitigation measures are required. 
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11. RECREATION - Will the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Increase the use or demand for parks 
or other recreation opportunities? 

    

b)  Affect the access to trails, parks or 
other recreation opportunities?  

    

c) Other             
Setting.  The County Trails Plan does not show that a potential trail goes through the proposed 
project.  The levees are located on private property and are not considered a recreational facility, but 
they are used by some residents for horseback riding and walking as they provide an off-road 
connection between the Cienega Valley and the Pacific Ocean.  

Impact.  The existing recreational use, while not encouraged or allowed by the County of San Luis 
Obispo, would most likely remain due to the infeasibility of monitoring use of the levee by local 
residents. 

The proposed project will not create a significant need for additional park or recreational resources.  

Mitigation/Conclusion.  No significant recreation impacts are anticipated, and no mitigation 
measures are necessary. 

 

12. TRANSPORTATION/ 
CIRCULATION - Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Increase vehicle trips to local or 
areawide circulation system? 

    

b)  Reduce existing “Levels of Service” 
on public roadway(s)? 

    

c) Create unsafe conditions on public 
roadways (e.g., limited access, 
design features, sight distance, 
slow vehicles)? 

    

d) Provide for adequate emergency 
access? 

    

e) Result in inadequate parking 
capacity? 

    

f) Result in inadequate internal traffic 
circulation? 
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12. TRANSPORTATION/ 
CIRCULATION - Will the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, 
or programs supporting alternative 
transportation (e.g., pedestrian 
access, bus turnouts, bicycle racks, 
etc.)? 

    

h) Result in a change in air traffic 
patterns  that may result in 
substantial safety risks? 

    

i) Other:            
 

Setting.  Future development will access onto the following public road(s):  Highway 1, Halcyon 
Road, Los Berros Road, 22nd Street, and Valley Road.  The identified roadways are operating at 
acceptable levels.  The proposed project would occur in the same location as the proposed Halcyon 
Road improvements. 

Impact.  The proposed project would generate significant construction-related traffic during the initial 
sediment removal and during levee improvements.  Specific daily truck trips which may be generated 
by the project are unknown at this time.  Large trucks pulling out onto public roads could affect local 
traffic safety.  The levee improvements would require moving Halcyon Road.  This may conflict with 
other plans to improve the Halcyon Road and Highway 1 intersection. 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  It appears that a construction traffic management plan may be necessary to 
address construction traffic during high activity periods.  The EIR will evaluate the potential of the 
proposed project to conflict with the proposed Halcyon Road/Highway1 intersection improvements 
 

13. WASTEWATER - Will the 
project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Violate waste discharge requirements 
or Central Coast Basin Plan criteria 
for wastewater systems? 

    

b) Change the quality of surface or 
ground water (e.g., nitrogen-loading, 
daylighting)? 

    

c) Adversely affect community 
wastewater service provider? 

    

d) Other:             
 

Setting.  The proposed project would not generate wastewater. 

Impact.  No impacts would result of the project.   
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Mitigation/Conclusion.  No mitigation measures are necessary. 

 

14. WATER - Will the project: Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

a) Violate any water quality standards?     
b)  Discharge into surface waters or 

otherwise alter surface water quality 
(e.g., turbidity, temperature, 
dissolved oxygen, etc.)? 

    

c) Change the quality of groundwater 
(e.g.,  saltwater intrusion, nitrogen-
loading, etc.)? 

    

d) Change the quantity or movement of 
available surface or ground water? 

    

e) Adversely affect community water 
service provider? 

    

f) Other:             
 

Setting.  The proposed project would only require water for dust control during construction activities. 
This would be trucked in or potentially come from neighboring wells.

Projects involving more than one acre of disturbance are subject to preparation of a Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to minimize on-site sedimentation and erosion. 

Impact.  Regarding surface water quality, as proposed, the project will result in the disturbance of 
large sections of the Arroyo Grande Creek Channel and Los Berros Creek Diversion Channel levee 
system.  These activities have the potential to introduce additional sediment to the channel.  
Construction may also require channel dewatering or diversion in some cases.  Implementation of the 
full WMP would result in a channel and levee system capable of accommodating up to a 20-year 
flood.  It would reduce the frequency and intensity of flooding events in the Cienega valley.  It is 
unclear at this time how this may affect local groundwater conditions. 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  The WMP would include BMPs to address stormwater quality during 
construction.  The project would require a SWPPP.  The Biological Resources section and Geology 
and Soils section would also include measures intended to reduce water quality impacts as they relate 
to construction and biological resources.  Standard drainage and erosion control measures will be 
required for the proposed project and will provide sufficient measures to adequately protect surface 
water quality. 
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15. LAND USE -  Will the project: Inconsistent Potentially 
Inconsistent 

Consistent Not 
Applicable 

a) Be potentially inconsistent with land 
use, policy/regulation (e.g., general 
plan [county land use element and 
ordinance], local coastal plan, 
specific plan, Clean Air Plan, etc.) 
adopted to avoid or mitigate for 
environmental effects? 

    

b)  Be potentially inconsistent with any 
habitat or community conservation 
plan? 

    

c) Be potentially inconsistent with 
adopted agency environmental 
plans or policies with jurisdiction 
over the project? 

    

d) Be potentially incompatible with 
surrounding land uses? 

    

e) Other:             
 

Setting/Impact.  Surrounding uses are identified on Page 2 of the Initial Study.  The proposed project 
will be reviewed for consistency with policy and/or regulatory documents relating to the environment 
and appropriate land use (e.g., County Land Use Ordinance, Local Coastal Plan, etc.).  The NOP will 
be sent to outside agencies to review for policy consistencies (e.g., CDF for Fire Code, APCD for 
Clean Air Plan, etc.). 

Mitigation/Conclusion.  Land use inconsistencies would be discussed in the applicable section of 
the EIR, and/or in the Environmental Setting section. 
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16.  MANDATORY FINDINGS OF 
SIGNIFICANCE - Will the 
project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact can 
& will be 
mitigated 

Insignificant 
Impact 

Not 
Applicable 

  
a) Have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, 

substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the 
number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal 
or eliminate important examples of the major periods of  

 California history or prehistory?     
 
b) Have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 

considerable?  (“Cumulatively considerable" means that the 
incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of  

 probable future projects)     
 
c) Have environmental effects which will cause substantial 

adverse effects on human beings, either directly or 
 indirectly?     
      
 
For further information on CEQA or the county’s environmental review process, please visit the 
County’s web site at “www.sloplanning.org” under “Environmental Review”, or the California 
Environmental Resources Evaluation System at:   “http://ceres.ca.gov/topic/env_law/ceqa/ 
guidelines/” for information about the California Environmental Quality Act. 
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Exhibit A - Initial Study References and Agency Contacts 
The County Planning or Environmental Division have contacted various agencies for their comments 
on the proposed project.  With respect to the subject application, the following have been contacted 
(marked with an ) and when a response was made, it is either attached or in the application file: 

Contacted  Agency          Response 
   County Public Works Department     Project proponent 
   County Environmental Health Division    Will receive NOP 
   County Agricultural Commissioner's Office  Will receive NOP 
   County Airport Manager        Will receive NOP 
   Airport Land Use Commission      Will receive NOP 
   Air Pollution Control District       Will receive NOP 
   County Sheriff's Department       Will receive NOP 
   Regional Water Quality Control Board    Will receive NOP - has expressed  

concerns over alternatives in the past 
   CA Coastal Commission        Will receive NOP 
   CA Department of Fish and Game     Will receive NOP 
   CA Department of Forestry       Will receive NOP 
   CA Department of Transportation     Will receive NOP 
   OceanoCommunity Service District  Will receive NOP 
   Other   Army Corp of Engineers  Will receive NOP 
   Other   USFWS  Will receive NOP 

     ** “No comment” or “No concerns”-type responses are usually not attached 

The following checked (“ ”) reference materials have been used in the environmental review for the 
proposed project and are hereby incorporated by reference into the Initial Study.  The following 
information is available at the County Planning and Building Department.  

 
 Project File for the Subject Application 

County documents  
  Airport Land Use Plans 
 Annual Resource Summary Report 
  Building and Construction Ordinance 
  Coastal Policies  
 Framework for Planning  (Coastal & 

Inland) 
 General Plan (Inland & Coastal), 

including all  
  maps & elements; more pertinent 

elements considered include: 
 Agriculture & Open Space Element 

  Energy Element 
  Environment Plan (Conservation, 

Historic and Esthetic Elements) 
  Housing Element 

 Noise Element 
   Parks & Recreation Element 
  Safety Element  

 Land Use Ordinance 

  Real Property Division Ordinance 
  Trails Plan  

 
Other documents 

 Archaeological Resources Map 
 Area of Critical Concerns Map 
 Areas of Special Biological  

  Importance Map 
 California Natural Species Diversity  

  Database 
 Clean Air Plan  
 Fire Hazard Severity Map 
 Flood Hazard Maps 
   Natural Resources Conservation 

 Service Soil Survey for SLO County 
 Regional Transportation Plan 
 Uniform Fire Code 
 Water Quality Control Plan (Central 

  Coast Basin – Region 3) 
 GIS mapping layers (e.g., habitat,  

  streams, contours, etc.) 



 

 
County of San Luis Obispo, Initial Study for AG Creek Channel WMP  Page 18 

 

In addition, the following project specific information and/or reference materials have been considered 
as a part of the Initial Study: 

 
Fugro West, Inc.  Preliminary Geotechnical Report Arroyo Grande Creek, April 22, 2009. 
 
Morro Group, Halcyon Road Master Environmental Impact Report, 2007. 
 
Swanson H+G, Arroyo Grande Creek Erosion, Sedimentation, and Flooding Alternatives Study, 2006. 
 
Swanson H+G, Tech Memos prepared for the Department of Public Works (various), 2007-2009 
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Mary Reents

From: James Kilmer [james_kilmer@dot.ca.gov]
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2009 10:23 PM
To: Mary Reents
Cc: Gary Ruggerone; Jim Mills
Subject: RE: Arroyo Grande Creek Channel Watreway Managment Program NOP

Hi Mary,
I received responses back from District 5 Hydraulics and Non-Capital Environmental - they 
don't have any comments. HQ structures hasn't sent any comments so we'll take that as a No
Comment from them. It appears that Caltrans doesn't have any issues with your project.

Thanks Mary.

      -James

James Kilmer
Associate Transportation Planner
District 5
Development Review

Phone # (805) 549-3683
Fax #      (805) 549-3077

                                                                           
             "Mary Reents"                                                 
             <mreents@swca.com                                             
             >                                                          To 
                                       "James Kilmer"                      
             07/10/2009 09:33          <james_kilmer@dot.ca.gov>           
             AM                                                         cc 
                                       "Keith Miller" <klmiller@swca.com>, 
                                       <jfarhar@co.slo.ca.us>              
                                                                   Subject 
                                       RE: Arroyo Grande Creek Channel     
                                       Watreway Managment Program NOP      
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           

Hi James- Yes, you can have a time extension.  We need your comments!
Please get them in as soon as you can.

Mary B. Reents
Senior Consultant
SWCA Environmental Consultants
1422 Monterey Street, Suite C200
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
*805) 543-7095X103
(805) 543-2367 (FAX)
mreents@SWCA.com
www.swca.com

-----Original Message-----
From: James Kilmer [mailto:james_kilmer@dot.ca.gov]



�

Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2009 3:00 PM
To: mreents@morrogroup.com
Subject: Arroyo Grande Creek Channel Watreway Managment Program NOP

Hi Mary,
The comments for the NOP are due tomorrow the10th. Is it possible to get a time extension 
on those comments?
      -James

James Kilmer
Associate Transportation Planner
District 5
Development Review

Phone # (805) 549-3683
Fax #      (805) 549-3077
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